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Desert 
NEW 1980 CATALOG $1.00 

Free with order 

THE TRAPPI NG AND DESTRUCT ION 
OF 

EX ECUTIVE ARMORED CARS 
by John A . Minnery 

Don't let this rather provocative t itle lead y6u to 
the conclusion that the author is recommending 
an open season on armored cars. In today's 
terrorist-ridden society armored car sales and 
security service util izing armored cars are increas
ing everywhere. After reading this book you can 
easily come to the conclusion that s.uch services 
cost thousands of dollars, and provide less pro
tection than a simple " low profile" would. Must 
reading for anyone involved in security - their 
own or someone else's. 
610 . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. $5.95 

JACKED UP & RIPPED O F F 
by Fred & Terri Berryman 

While traveling away from home the nonme
chanically incl ined and elderly can easi ly fa l l 
victim to some cross-road vulture, posing as an 
honest , k nowledgeable mechanic . Jacked Up. & 
Ripped Off is written from actual cases of rip
offs and r ip-off attempt s. Here is a comprehen
sive gathering of some of the standard gimics 
plu s a lo t o f new ones that the more imagina
t ive ri.p-off art ists have devised . Read ing th is 
book w ill no t necessarily prevent a rip-o f f at 
t empt on y ou, but w ill provide th e k nowledge 
to better enable you t o make the best or a bad 
situation. 51/2 x 81/z, softcover. 
605. $3.95 

CHEATING AT CARDS 
by Al Lampkin 

Card players awake! Why do you lose? Gambling 
is a big business and where there's big business 
there 's usually big cheating. Al Lampking has writ
ten the most comprehensive expose' or card 
cheating ever publ ished. This book previously 
sold to stage performers and law enforcement on
ly. However, Desert Publications has just acquired 
the rights to this book and are offering it for a 
lower price than it previously sold for. The 45 clear 
photos wi l l enable you to learn al l the cheat's 
secrets; from how the cards are marked to how the 
cheat stacks the deck. 5 Y2 x Bx, soft cover. 
350.. . ... . . $6.95 

Black Medicine 11: 
WEAPONS AT HAND 
by N . Mashiro, Ph .D . 

" Weapons At Hand" present s 112 parts of the 
body that are natural weapons. Fo llowing this 
is a section radically d ifferent from co nvention
al sel f-defense t heory , that l ists for y ou more 
than 180 makeshift weapons that can save your 
li fe in a crisis. T he weapons are all improvised 
from common items. A nd 50 action photos 
show the reader exactly how t o use the "black 
medicine" techniques discussed in this book. 
Especially suited to the needs of bodyguards, 
security personnel , and martial artists. 51'2 x 8 1'2, 
softcover, illustrated, 88 pages. 
BM-2. . . $8.00 
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GARAND RIFLES 
Ml , M l C, MlD 

A vai lable once aga in ! The one book where de
tailed and comprehensive attention is given to 
vi rt uall y every aspect and accessory of the fa
m ous Garand r i fles. Slighting no details, this 
volume gives all pertinent instruction in battle
f ield use. Every practical and techn ical k ink a 
Garand owner or user will need to know, in
clud ing sniper scopes and mounts, variations, 
grenades and launchers, ammo, accessories and 
a complete section o n the current 7.62 N AT O 
conversions. A gunsmith's del ight, over 160 pp ., 
175 clear i l lustrations. I f you have a Garand 
you must have th is great book. 
01 2. - $6.95 

AM ERICA -THEN & NOW 
Coloring Book 

by J . David McFarland 
Nothing tell s a story or carr ies a message w ith 
such impact as a well done cartoon w ith a 
satirical spirit. Warming up for some "election 
year" coloring boo ks wh ich we w ill introduce 
la ter, D ave Mc Farl and strikes a more serious 
note wi th his ' 'A merica Then & Now." This 
book is a great way for ch ildren to learn what 
America was all about before the J immy Carters 
started giving it away. Order a copy for al l the 
child ren you know. 8 Y2 x 11 , 24 pp. 
900 ..... - - . . . . . . . . . $1.95 

ELECTRONIC LOCKS 
Vol. I 

Beginning w ith their 1980 models, the Ford 
Motor Co . now offers a "keyless entry" system 
as an addi tional accessory . Th is 8 1/1 x 11 manual 
contains every th ing about Ford 's new electron
ic locking system including: Complete wiring 
diagrams; Complete o perat ing information; 
How the owners code is obtained; How new 
codes can be entered ; Places on the auto mobile 
where the electrical and mechanical com po
nen ts are loca ted; and, perhaps the best par t o f 
all , a complete service diagnosis wh ich covers 
every possible elec trical or mechanica l mal func
tion in this new lock ing system. 
12 1. $6.95 

SILENCE RS PATTERNS A ND PR INCIPL ES 
Vol. 2 

O riginally avai lable as the " F inal Repor t ," this 
gem has been re-typeset and re-forma ted in to 
large al bum size pages w ith clear photographs. 
Covers silencers of the Sw edish K SMG, Sten 
Mark 11 SMG, Madsen Model 1950 SMG, Bere t 
ta Model 12, Uzi , 1903 Springfield, F.N . and 
F.A.L . Assaul t Rifle, Luger P-08 and the Beret
ta Model 1934. Fact c rammed chapters include' 
1. Packing of Muzzle Silencers; 2. Materials for 
Packing; 3. Methods to Reduce Mechanical No ise; 
4. Field Test Data; 5. Conclusions; 6. Safety Ac 
cessories and; 7. Product Engineering. 8Y2 x 11 , 80 
pp., photos, drawings & charts. 
070 . . .... . . ... . . .. $9.95 
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Publications 

BLOO D Y I RON 
by Harold Jenks & Michae l Brown 

"BLOODY IRON" is a revolutionary new book 
on knife fighting, written by men who have 
"been and done. " Many, never before told, 
secrets of knife f ighting are revealed, inclu ding: 
life saving techn iques. moves and tncks, all 

' illustrated by dozens of large clear photograhs. 
"Bloody Iron" is a radical departure from all 
the previou sly taught tech niques. You don't 
h~ve the fu l l sto ry on knife fighting unti l you 
have th is book ' 
424. . $12.95 

IMPROVISED WE APONS OF THE 
AMERICAN UNDERGROUND 

compiled form actua l handbooks & other 
publications of various paramilitary groups. 
Thi s title is not intended to indict or excite, but 
is J factual representat ion that will be of 
academic in terest to any student of arm s 
development. pyrotechnics and parami l itary 
armament. lm.luded are origin al artic les on how 
to make: Nitroglycerin, Plastic Explosives. 
Deton ators & Primers. Fuses, Impact Ignition & 
Ince ndiary Dev ices, How to use agricul tural 
ty pe ammonium nitrate as a high explosive , 
Theory, design & construction of various types 
of silencers, PLUS - Reproduced plan s of a 
homemade su bma chine gun, claimed to have 
been buildable in an average J1ome workshop 
for under $7.00. 
110. .$6.95 

FIREARMS BOOKS 

M-14 Rifle , No. 015 . . .. . . . . .. . .$4.95 

.$6 .95 

.$4 .95 

.$3 .95 

.$6 .95 

.$4 .95 

. $ 7 .95 

.$5.95 

.$2.95 

.$4.95 

.$2 .00 

.$2.00 

.$2.50 

.$3.50 

.$3 .95 

AR-15 , M-16 and M-16A 1, No. 016 

The Colt .45 Auto Pistol, No. 128 . 

Browning Hi-Power Pistol, No. 125 . 
.30Ca rbinesM1 , M 1A1, M2 & M3 , No.013 

Walth er P-38 Pistol - Nonte , No . 127 

Thompson Submachine Guns, No .031 

AK-47 Assault Rifle, No . 135 .. . 

Uzi Submachine Gun, No. 136 .. . 

Sub mach ine Guns .45 , M3&M3A1 , No .032 

Swed ish " K " Submachine Gun, No.137. 

Walth er MP Submachine Gun, No . 138 . 

Reising Submachine Guns, No. 033 . . .. 
Safn M odel 49 FN Automatic Rifles, No. 134 . 

Browning Automatic Rifle, No. 026 ... ... . 

JULY/80 

T HE PAPER TRIP I & II 
by Barry Re id 

You asked for them - here they are 1 The ol d and new testament of rha nging your 
ident ity, T he prime requisite of any changing your identity. The prime requisite of 
any dicta torsh ip is to identity and catalog its citizens for what they pan off as noble 
reason s w hen the rea l underl ying reasons are always the same; taxing, conscription 
and elimi nation, if necessary . Every concerned cit izen should not consider their sur
vival k nowledge com plete if they don't know at least, the fundamen tals of changing 
their identity. These two books are so good, so complete, that the bureaucrat ic par
asites have tried in vain to defeat them because the methods described are virtually 
fool proof. In fact the Federal Advisory Committee on False ldentifcations spen t 
nearly two yea rs t rying to find ways to close the loop ho les exposed in Vol 1 alone! 
Just a few of the items these books contain are: Adopting an alias, Taking over 
another persons ID, Where to get fake ID, The laws on fake ID, Step-by.step details 
on lega ll y changi ng you name , Forms fo r cha ng ing your name, Where to get birth & 
death cer t., Social Secu r ity No . in fp . PL US: Up-to-date summary of how Big Broth· 
er is now maintai ning records and fil es - on yo u, Inside views on what to ex pect in 
the next few years rega rding al te rn ate identif ication, and, Practical suggestions on 
how to avo id personal data su rveill ance and hidden record keeping.Order either 
volume or better yet, save $2.95 by ordering the complete set. 
PT-!. $12.95 

$14.95 
$24.95 

PT-2 .. 
BOTH VOLUMES. 

TECHNIQ U ES OF H ARASSMENT 
-How Th e Und erdog Gets Justice--

by V ictor San to ro 
In today 's society there exists a large "grey 
area" of just ice where the average good-guy gets 
screwed, blued & tattoed. Many wrongs fall 
short of be ing criminal - hence , no police hel p! 
Other wrongs are of such nature that is simply 
not practica l o r economical ly feas ible to seek 
legal retribution . Almost everyone has been the 
victim in a situation where they couldn't 
depend on any outside help to right a wrong. In 
this book, Victor Santoro brings forth a virtual 
encyclopedia of "dirty tricks" the underdog 
ca n use to get revenge. 
2 13.. .$ ~95 

LOC K PI CK ING SI M PLI FIED 
T he most popu lar manual on locksmithing in 
the world ! This manual covers the basics of 
teaching yourself how to pick locks. I t is well 
illu strated , with easy to understand drawings 
ai-id p ictures . You are shown how to make your 
own picks and re lated tools. Also, inc luded are 
instructions on: how to set up a lock fo r 
practice; why some locks are easier to pick than 
others; the use of a pick gun; electric pick guns 
w ith some ideas on how you could build your 
own; how to make and use a "snap" pick; how 
to make and use a se t of picks for Schlage disc 
tumbler locks . 
1'0 1. .$4.95 

DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
Dept. SF Cornvi ll e, AZ 86325 

Name 

Address ----------------- ----------

City 

1·'5·1tfiii!11 

Sta te ---- --

T ITLE or BOOK No . 

Total------
If you whh lo 1dd this purcl'lu1 to you r: 

- MAST E R CHARGE, V ISA or 8ANKA MERI CA.RD 
lnclud1 c1 rd nu mb•r . 1x pir1 tion d1t• 1nd 1i9n1tur1 on 
w p1rttl p1p1r 1nd m1il in with order . ( If Mut• r Ch•f91 
1lso incl ud1 th• 4 dl9it number b1low y ou r n1m1) . Ill 
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Meet the Master of 
GUN CONCEALMENT 

John Bianchi, holster maker supreme and former police 
officer, has designed and made more holsters than perhaps any 
man in history. The reason is simple: countless thousands of 
satisfied repeat customers around the world, spanning the last 
quarter of a century. Customers whose needs for quality, 
dependability, and unique design caused them to select BIAN
CHI time after time. Uniformed patrol officers, detectives, nar
cotic agents, the U.S. Border Patrol, and countless foreign and 
U.S. Government law enforcement agencies have depended on 
BIANCHI to deliver the very best gunleather available. When 
quality and performance come before price, BIANCHI is the 
Number One choice, with ove·r 100 holsters, belts and ac
cessories to choose from. This includes uniform holsters, 
shoulder holsters, concealment holsters, and field holsters. 
BIANCHI GUNLEATHER, the world standard by which all 
gunleather is judged. If you have the need, BIANCHI has the an

swer. BIANCHI GUNLEATHER for the serious 
shooter. At Authorized Dealers worldwide. Com

plete ful I-color c ta log $1.00. 
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Sentinel Arms creates compact powerhouse. 
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troops in South Vietnam's I Corps. This Queen of the Seas is 
the biggest warship ever built except for the Japanese bat· 
tleship Yamato in WWII and saw action in WWII and Korea as 
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Our latest catalog and reference manual is here Sixty 
8' 1"' 11 " pholo-1 llustrated pages of U S Military clothing . 
equipment and camping survival goods The fin es t 
publ1cat1on of its lype in the industry Same-day ho-hassle 
service . world-wide shipping . and NO JUNK Nothing more 
needs to be said S 1 00 postpaid 

Southeastern Surplus. Inc. 
7201 Highway 85 R1ve1d.ir GA 30(1 ~ 

Ready for anythi ng? Maybe not. You may have the 
fi nest weapons in the world with heaps of ammo for 
each . You may haye freeze dried food, medical supplies 
and a ret reat secure from howling mobs. You may have 
Krugerrands, solar power and more tools than a Panzer 
Division . 

None of it will do you a bit of good against weapons 
that wi ll ki ll you like a roach on the kitchen fl oor. 
Nuclear. biological and chemical weapons. You can pro· 
tect you rself from them as surely as against hosti le in· 
truders and economic crashes but you must have the 
knowledge to do so. 

-Surviving Doomsday shows the individual how to sur· 
vive the three dead liest modes of total war. Available in 
th is country for the f irst t ime, Surviving Doomsday tells 
you how to build a shelter, stockpile intell igently, 
mon itor the danger and acqui re individua l protective 
equipment. Ill ustrated in fu ll co lor, large format. A must 
for every surviva l li brary, order today ! $6.95 + 55¢ 
postage. 

SURVIVING DOOMSDAY 

LANCER MI LITARIA 
P.O. BOX 35188 

HOUSTON, TX 77035 

When in Houston visit us at 2409 Times Blvd. Complete 
i llustrated ca talog of world mil i taria $1. 
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BULLITllf 
BOABD 

by Jim Graves 

SORRY ABOUT THAT 
COMRADE . . . 

When communist demonstrators 
taunted Old Glory the folks of Raleigh 
County, W.Va. waded in, led by um
brella-swinging matrons. The older 
men delivered punches, while young
sters took the communists' red flags . 

When local police broke up the 
melee, the communists , about two 
dozen of them, were arrested for wav
ing a red flag : a violation of West 
Virginia law. 

" Some of these old people can real
ly hurt you when they get st irred up,'' 
said Sgt. Darel Green of the sheriff 's 
office. " And the women are just as 
bad as the men. The citizens just took 
it into thei r own hands. We did the 
best we could trying to separate them 
and arrest the communists before the 
ci t izens got to them. " 

One member of the May Day Bri
gade, Carl Dix, disagreed, saying the 
police "fundamentally allowed them 
[onlookers] to attack us and push us, 
and our people got arrested." 

A WFULLY SORRY 
IVAN ... 

Meanwhile, in Afghanistan, some 
real Ivans are having trouble pushing 
around another group of people. 

The 80,000 Russian soldiers sent 
into Afghanistan , at the request of a 
government t hey themselves install
ed in a bloody coup, have received a 
very hostile reception. 

Wh ile Moscow has not been forth
coming with its casualty figures , ex
perts have placed it around 500 per 
week. Hospi tals in Tashkent and 
elsewhere in the Central Asian 
republics of Turkmenia, Uzbekistan 
and Tadzhikistan are filling with 
Soviet soldiers wounded in Afghan 
f ighting_ Another rumor in Moscow is 
that coffi ns tor the war dead are said 
to be arriving daily in Moscow and 
other major cities. 

Matched against the Soviet troops 
are unknown numbers of Afghans , 
armed wi t h weapons that defy 
descrip t ion or classification , 
operating with an estimated 40 to 160 
different insurgent groups. 

Despite their advantages of tech
nology the Sovi ets have found the ter-

rain and the Afghans very difficult to 
deal with and if the Afghans ever 
solve their tribal bickering and launch 
a common front , Soviet casualty 
figures could climb. 

B RING ING BACK THE 
BIG GUNS ... 

Our cover shot is very appropriate 
this month as the USS New Jersey 
may be going back to sea. 

The New Jersey, an Iowa class bat 
tleship, which served for 16 months in 
Vietnam, is one of two sh ips (the 
other is the carrier Oriskany) which 
the Navy wants to take out of moth
balls, refurbish and send back to du ty 
to improve the United States' ability 
to meet its growing commitments at 
sea, particularly in the Indian Ocean. 

Plans call for the New Jersey to 
keep si x of its nine 16-i nch guns, 
which can fire one-ton-plus shells 
over 23 miles. The Navy th inks new 
technology, including rocket-assisted 
shells, could double the range of the 
16-inchers. 

In the three mounts left empty, 
Navy officials want to install laun
chers - they could fit in about 40 or 
50 - for Tomahawk cruise missiles . 
The Tomahawk can be fitted with a 
conventional or nuc lear warhead and 
has a range of over 1,000 miles. The 
45,000-ton New Jersey could carry ap
proximately 600 missiles . 

The Oriskany , which saw extensive 
duty in the air war against Vietnam, 
can carry about 75 planes . 

Estimates of the cost are $255 mi l
lion for the New Jersey and $305 mil
lion for the Oriskany, but it would take 
at least two years to get the sh ips to 
sea. 

M ILITARY REUNION 
NOTICES . . . 

The 13th Annual Reun ion of the 
Gamewardens of Vietnam Associa
tion (River Patrol Force, Task Force 
116) will be held Aug . 16 in Norfolk, 
Va. YNCS John C. Wi lliams, USN, P.O. 
Box 5523, Virginia Beach, VA 23455, 
can provide the details . 

The 550th Airborne Infantry Asso
ciation will hold its 28th Annual Re
union over Labor Day weekend in 
Seattle, Wash . 
Continued on page lO 
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Choose 4 books for only 98C 
with membership. 

One moment you 're settling into a comfortable chair in your 
home ... and the next. you're 4,000 feet above the French coun
tryside. squeezing off death-dealing bursts of 50mm rounds at 
a screaming Focke-Wulf 190. 

Now you can enjoy hour alter hour of heart-pounding war
time action through the Military Book Club's outstanding collec
tion. These books will put you in the pilot's seat for do-or-die 
dogfights ... you 'll get your feet wet at da.-ing beachhea~ inva
sions ... you'll whiff gunpowder on grueling week-long infantry 
assaults .. . and huddle behind the scenes where life-and-death 
command decisions are being made before your eyes. 

How the Club works. 
Alter your membership's accepted. you 'll receive your lour 

books for 98C plus shipping and handling. II you are not sat
isfied. return them within 10 days, cancel your membership. 
and you owe nothing. 

Once you've purchased just lour books during your firs! two 
years of membership you may resign at any time. 

About every tour weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive. free. 
the Club's magazine describing the coming selection and alter
nates. which save you up to 30% off publishers' edition prices. 

II you want the selection. do nothing . it will be shipped to 
you automatically. II you want an alternate, or no book at all. 
indicate your preference on the order form and return it by the 
date specified. That date allows you 10 days to decide. II you 
receive an unwanled selection because you had less than 10 
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days, return it at our expense. There is a shipping and handling 
charge on all books shipped. 

The Military Book Club otters its own complete. hardbound 
editions sometimes altered in size to lit special presses and 
save members even more. 

Note: Prices shown are publishers' edition prices. 

FREE! When you join. 
2 Giant Full-Color 
World War II Strategy Maps 

r---------------------------, 
Military Book Club 
Dept. AR-117, Garden City, NY 11530 
Please accept my application for membership in the Military 
Book Club and send me the four books whose numbers I have 
printed in the boxes .below. Bill me only 98~ plus shipping and 
handling. I understand that I need buy only lour more books at 
regular low Club prices during the first two years of my mem
bership to complete my purchase commitment. My member
ship will be subject to the terms and conditions presented in 
this ad. Also send me the two free WWII Strategy Maps, mine 
to keep whether or not I remain a member. 

No-risk guarantee: II not delighted alter examining my four 
selections, I may return the books within 10 days . and my 
membership will be canceled. I may keep the two WWII Strat
egy Maps, and I will owe nothing. 

Note: II you select 2-volume AIRWAR set, write 9134 in 2 
boxes. then choose 2 more selections. 

Mr. 
Mrs. -------- ---- - ----
Miss 
Address _ ___ _ ______ Apt. No. __ 

City _ _____ _______ __ _ 

State Zip ___ _ 
Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian 
members will be serviced from Toronto. Otter slightly different 

_ ': ~~d_: - - - - - - _ - _________ ~4.:.M..:5~ _ .J 
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SUPER KNIFE SPECIAL 
Compare These Prices Anywhere 

\ 

• 20" overall 

: ~/!~{:f:de 
• canvas •heath 

• wooden handle 
• 15~" overall 
• 2lbs. 

( 

Please send me _ kn ife(s) at the Limited Time Offer of 
$5.95 each or $5 .00 each in quantities of 3 or more. Add 
$1.00 postage for first knife and 50 cents for each addi
tional knife. Make checks or money orders payable to 
TIFFIN I NTERNATIONAL. 

Knives Available (Enter number(s) desired) 
Quan. Quan . Quan. Quan. 

A _ _ . __ c ___ E ___ c __ _ 
B ___ D ___ F ___ H __ _ 

! __ _ 

Name 

Address ------·--- - - ---
City _____ State ____ Zip. ___ _ 

____ VISA ____ MASTER CHARGE 

Exp. Date _____ Card Number ____ _ 

Signature 

Mail to: TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL, 
P.O. Box 881, Dept. SF7, Clanton, Al 15045. IL JJIHJ. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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Rill MJTO 
by Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston 

Beginning with this issue of SOF, our 
Full Auto column will be written by a 
variety of editors. Leading off is Sgt. Gary 
Paul Johnston of the Shaker Heights, 
Ohio, Police Department, a veteran police 
officer whose interest in automatic wea
pons has led him to discover one-of-a
kind weapons (see "One of a Kind, " 
SOP, April '80) and the adaptation of the 
Ml6 on which he reports below. 

THERE I was, thinking that I had seen 
about everything in automatic 

weapons. Oh, I was really looking for
ward to the coming of the Sidewinder (See 
SOF, Jan. '78, Oct. '79) by Sid McQueen, 
of S&S Arms (I still am), but other than 
that, I didn't think much would come 
along to excite me. But as mother told me, 
there are times that I am just flat-out 
wrong. So it was with the SCACS (Sub
Caliber Automatic Carbine Suppressed). 

The first time I saw the SCACS was in 
the fall 1979 Brecksville police gun show, 
which is south of Cleveland, Ohio. There, 
its creator, Bruce Swalwell, explained the 
device to me; it was love at first sight. 

The SCACS is not a weapon system in 
itself, but merely a conversion, or an 
adaptation of an existing one. That is the 
Colt M16 rifle. First, the SCACS employs 
the Atchison selective-fire cal. 22 rim-fire 
conversion unit in an existing M 16, but 
after that there are some big changes. 

The standard M16 barrel is cut and 
machined to take the MAC 10 cal. 45 sup
pressor, and the barrel is ported where it 
extends into the fi~st chamber of the sup
pressor. Since the Atchison 22 conversion 
works on the blowback principle , there is 
no need for the standard gas tube or front 
sight base, and those parts are done away 
with . The new conversion barrel is then 
installed into a spare M16 upper receiver, 
and the entire conversion repl,aces the 
standard upper receiver group in seconds. 
Of course the 5.56mm round cannot be 
fired through the new short barrel with 
the suppressor attached, as the pressure 
would be far too great for the suppressor 
to withstand. 

Swalwell demonstrated that while the 
SCACS conversion is silent enough as it 
is, holding in the forward assist with the 
thumb when firing single shots keeps the 
action closed, almost completely silencing 
the weapon. The conversion barrel will 
retail for $49.95, plus postage. Also 
available will be the barrel nut with 
rotating assault sling swivel, and front 
sight, at $9.95 and $5.95, respectively . 
For more information on these and other 
interesting accessories, write S.M.W., 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 30085, Middleburg 
Heights, OH 44130. 

Holding action 
closed in 
s ingle fire fur
ther muffles 
sound. 

SCACS con
version broken 
down for in
spection. 
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SU•VIVAL 

ONE 
of the best 
SURVIVAL 
MANUALS 

ever published! 
----- THE OFFICIAL 

U .S . AIR FORCE SURVIVAL MANUAL 

One of the best and most authoritative 
manuals on survival you will ever read-a 
must for every emergency kit! This essent ial 
book contains all the information you need 
for times of cr ises and forced evacuation. 
Its chapte rs thoroughly cover: * Survival in 
Areas Contaminated by Radiation *Survival 
on Land (Arcti c , Subarctic, Desert, Tropics) 
*Survival at Sea * Survival on Sea lcP. . 

You will be buying the same official U .S. 
Air Force Survival Manual that has saved the 
lives of many downed pilots under all kinds of 
emergency conditions around the world. 
Proven superior over and over in the field of 
lobal survival. 

This book will show you what to do when 
you get lost in the wild country, or if you 
were relocated from where you NOW live, 
and how to provide almost instant shelter and 
heat. You will also learn how you can test 
quickly and safely which wild plants are edi
ble and which are poisonous. 

You w ill receive ~ in formation on Shel
ter, Food and Water; Clothing/Equipment; 
Heal th; First Aid; Signaling; F'ire Making; 
Survival Weap o ns , Hunting, Fishing, and 
Trapping; .. . and MUCH more. Well illus
trated and easy to understand, th is book is a 
must for every man or woman who is con
cerned about the safety and surviva l of their 
family in the uncertain times ahead! Order 

IDfil!! 160 pages. Over 78 illustrations 

One copy-$6 .95 ppd. 
3 or more-$5.00 each ppd . 

--DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED--

Special Discount Offer Coupon __ 
WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP. 
P.O. Box 105, Dept. 33 
Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. 

0 Yes I want to be prepared . I encl o se 

S _____ . Please rush me postpaid : 

___ Timely and Profitable Help for 
Trouble d Americans @ $9.95 $ 

----YES! I want ALL THREE books 
by Hans J. Schnelder for only 
$15.95 ($5.40 o ff)! 

___ u,S.A.F. Survival Manual*** 

Pr int 
Name 

Address ----------------

City 

State Zip 

CH~R6E IT: 0 VISA Exp Date __ / __ 

D Master Charge Bank Number ___ _ 

Credit Card# ___________ _ 

-•1D% discount on orders over $20. •-
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THIS BOOK PREPARES 
YOU FOR TERRORISM 
FOOD SHORTAGES,_ 
MONETARY COLLAPSE, 
A DICTATORSHIP, AND 
GUN CONFISCATION!!! 

TIMELY AND PROFITABLE HELP FOR 

TROUBLED AMERICANS hits the bull's-ey!J! 

In it surviva l expert Hans J . Schneider reveals 

his proven plan for YOUR freedom and sur

vival in the midst of economic and civil 

turmoil. 
An extraordinary life uniquely qualified 

Hans to write it JUST FOR TIMES LIKE 
THESE! He endured much physical suffering 
and privation unde r two dictatorships, Includ
ing 5 y ears under Communism. As his country 
struggled th rough another economic and polit
ical crash, a ser iou s illness almost took l1is li fe. 
His father, a former industrialist, lost about 
$10 million overnight, was imprisoned and 
told t hat he would be sh o t the next day. 

As thousands of a disarmed populace were 
murdeted, conditions were so severe that they 
had to arrive at ingenious ways to survive, and 
solve fo o d and clothing pro blems .. . let Mr. 
Schneider tell you about it. 

Having survived terribly adverse circum 
stances many times , he knows first hand what 
worked and what did not . Why endure like 
har dships if you can learn from a man of such 
caliber? This i nvaluable knowledge will help 
you in similar times ahead. 

Chapter 19, " Emergency Short -Term Su r
v ival," alo ne can save the lives of you and 
your loved ones. It is a crash course i n the 
most essent ial areas if time is of the essence 
a nd th ings are caving in around you. In it the 
author gives you the best and most compre
hensive food tes t derived fr o m his own experi
ence and in-depth research of vario us surv ival 
manuals . Also i ncluded is an abbreviated ver
sion taken from the Air Force Surv iva l Man
ual. Knowledge of these tests is a MUST. Th e 
same li fesaving chapter w ill show yo u w ha t to 
d o when yo u get lost in the wild country, or 
if you were rel ocated from where you NOW 
live, and ho w to prov ide almost instant shelter 
and hea t. You will rece ive vital inf ormation 
o n survival hunting, unusual remedies, first 
aid. and orientation. L ists of su rvival man ua ls 
and essential item s for the surv iva l kit (most 
o f w hi ch ca n be obtai ned locally and easily 
carried wit t1 you in times o f emergency ) are 
included . 

Now dis co ver how you ca n : 
* Beat inflation and depress ion. 
* Pr ot ect and increase your savings b y pro per 

investments. 
* Choose a n exciting occupation least vulner-

able t o unemplo y ment. 
* succeed in your ow n business. 
* Make money , cut expenses, save time. 
* Get out of the rat race. 
* Live simply for LESS and enjoy it MORE . 
* L ocate your place of refuge (things to look 

for, what to avoid). 
* Be completely i ndependent when energy 

sources give o ut b y produ cing you r own 
electricity without gasoline 5 different ways . 

* Prepare for the coming agricultural woes. 
• Get in t o p physical co ndit ion with the right 

type of diet for yo ur geographical location 
and lifestyle. 

* Protect yo urself from auto repair gimmicks 
and skyrocketi ng cr ime. 

* Give your children a meaningful, thorough 
education in 2 hours a da y without expos
ing them to dope, delinquency, racial prob
lems and bad teachings. 
. and much, MUCH more . 

0 Mastercharge 0 Bankamericard/VISA accepted. 

DO YOU KNOW??? 
What essential provisions to store, and how 
some can be used for barter ? . . What weed 
has a tremendous healing action for wounds 
and sores (;)age 45 )? .. . Which an imals are 
the most prod uctive, econo mical and easiest to 
care for? ... What advantages the Southern 
Hemisphere has to offer? . .. Why Hitler 's on
rushing military might never invaded Switzer
land? ... Why big cities will be places of In
creased terror in the coming years? ... What 
usuall y follows gun registration? . .. Which in 
vestmen t s will bead isas t er i n the near future ? 
(Believe it or no t , bu t the funds of many 
America ns are tied up in t hese. ) . .. Why your 
savings accounts cou ld be wipea out overnight? 

Find the answer s in 180 different conc ise 
sections. You will also read about alternate 
lifestyles, weaponry, and defense tactics; 7 
ways to get out of debt (page 94); 5 ways to 
identify "shady" businesses; 6 simple, i nex 
pensive ways to preserve yo ur own food (o ne 
using just a needle and str ing! page 47); and 
what is even more important for your phys ica l 
survival than merely storing food (see pages 
214 and 248-249! ). 

A r e you sick of it all? The rat race , pres 
sures of modern-day living? Do yo u ever long 
for independen ce, your own h o me in the 
country with peace and quiet? THIS IS THE 
B OOK FOR Y OU ! 

You'll find o u t how you can wisely select 
the r ight place to live in the stormy ti mes 
ahead, using the 3 ''a cid tests,'' his own unique, 
proven approach-just like Mr. Schneider did! 
He lives in a beaut if u l p lace si tuated i n the 
mountains b y a spring-led creek w ithout util
ity bills, polluted air, chemicalized food, and 
noise . 

E ver considered m oving to another land ? 
Tl1e author, who has li.ved abroad and trav
elled in nearl y 100 countries, gives you the 
facts you need to know befor e incu rri ng the 
formidabl e ex pense and effort of emigrating. 
He eve n ex plo res y achting as a me ans of sur
vival and a way to see and live all over the 
world. 

Within i ts 288 pages, fi nd how you can 
turn p ro blems in to advantages, miseries into 
happiness, boredon1 int o challenge , and time 
wa st e of a merry -go-round existence in to a 
purposeful l i fe. 

In short , you'll discover in this book 
how to live better today and be more pre
pared for tomorrow. This valuable survi val/ 
investrnent manual can be yo ur s for just 
$9.95 ppd . 

Mr . Schneider is also the author of 2 
other excellent b oo k s. His late st, FLYING 
TO BE FREE ( 25 6 pages). is his personal 
neve r- before- to ld story of ' the years he spent 
o n dan gerous avia tion missions through war
torn Europe and the near-fatal accounts of 
his travels in almost 100 countries . MASTERS 
OF LEGALIZED CONFUSION AND THEIR 
PUPPETS (65,0 00 copies i n pr int!) is an un 
disputed eye- opener writte11 without com
promise. T hese volumes will make wonde r
ful additions to your library. Now ALL 
THREE books can be obtained for jus\$15.95 
ppd .- $4 OFF (a 20% savings)! Prompt 
shipment guaranteed. 

Write your name, address and the desired 
sets on a plain sheet of paper and send with 
your check or money order to : 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP., Dept. 33, 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. 
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POPULAR 
MERCENARY BOOKS 

20% DISCOUNT 
Retai l Sale 

D How To Kill I 5.00 4.00 
JOHN MINNERY 

D How To Kill II 5.00 4.00 
JOHN MINNERY 

D How To Kill Ill 5.00 4.00 
J OHN MINNERY 

D BLACK MEDICINE 8.00 6.40 
Deadly Arts of 
Nerve Points Ki lling 

D BLACK MEDICINE II 8.00 6.40 
Weapons At Hand 

D NEVER SAY DIE 8.00 6.40 
A Survival Manual 

D RANGER HANDBOOK 6.00 4.80 
WW Ranger Tactics 

D FREE catalog with order 20-60% 
on all books 

D Catalog only -
Postage paid 1.00 refundable 

Postage first bock 751!:. All others add 351!: 
per bock postage & handling. 

Address __________ _ 

City ___ State ___ Zip __ _ 

Rush to BUTOKUKAI 
27 WEST 72nd St. 

New York, N.Y. 10023 
N.Y. Residents Add 8% Sales Tax 
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POLICE work sometimes involves the 
practical use of gadgetry - gadgets 

useful to the officer who keeps abreast of 
current developments. And one new gad
get is so important, yet so subtle, it could 
save police lives. Safariland produces a 
stainless-steel cuff key of about twice nor
mal length, which works with Smith & 
Wesson Model 90s, the new Bianchi cuffs, 
Peerless cuffs and foreign import s. Now 
Safariland has introduced a new cuff key, 
but · this one is hidden, designed for 
emergency use only. 

Many police officers are shot with their 
own guns . And, in this age of hostage
taking popularity, it is not unique for an 
officer to wind up the prisoner of his own· 
handcuffs. This new cuff key could buy 
the officer out of such a potentially lethal 
jam. It looks like an ordinary belt keeper , 
the kind used to anchor a gun belt in place 
over the trouser belt. Un snap the keeper 
and inside is a concealed, stainless-s teel 
handcuff key. It rotates on a swivel and is 
easily used. Available in black, basket
weave or plain , to match uniform duty
rigs, the keeper can even be employed by 
plainclothes personnel, just in front of a 
belt holster, positioned so it would seem 
to be there to retard forward holster 
movement. It is economically priced . For 
more in formation contact Safariland, 
Dept. SOF, 1941 S. Walker Ave ., Mon
rovia, CA 91016, USA . 

RUGER has recently introduced per
ha ps the most practical all-purpose ri

fle around, a stainless-steel version of it s 
popular Mini-14 .223 Sporter. The ori
ginal Mini-14 was popular from it s incep
tion for sport smen as a light, handy , all
purpose rifle, riding in pickup trucks and 
saddle scabbards, and with police officers 
as an easy-to-use, reliable, semi-automatic 
rifle . Even for short-range use on deer, 
the .223 is adequate and the Mini-14 ex
cellent. 

Such a rifle, however, whether used for 
spo rting or defen se purposes, is bound to 
come in contact with rough weather a nd 
knocks and dings. The stainless Mini-14 is 
relatively impervious to this. Because of 
the high quality of stainless steel used, 
rust-resistance with normal care is ex-

cellent. And there is no bluing or other 
fini sh material to scratch off on brush or 
hard ground - only the rear peep sight 
and the magazines, of course, are not 
stainless steel. Yet, the sling swivels are. 

The Mini -14 stainless has some disad
vantages for military and police applica
tion. The stainless steel finish is brushed, 
but still reflective. A more seriou s 
drawback is that stainless steel heat s more 
and cools less rapidly than ordnance steel. 
In 20-round rapid-fire sess ions, my 
stainless Mini-14 got hot - ext remely hot 
- to the touch on the barrel. This heating 
was expected and is no more than can be 
found with one of the stainless revolvers 
after prolonged firing, but still something 
to consider. Despite the heating problem, 
living in Georgia as I do with its humid 
climate and prolonged rainy periods, the 
stainless Mini-14 is practical for me, and 
many shooters may find it the answer to 
all-purpose rifle chores as well. 

Be wary with larger capacity magazines, 
however, with any of the Mini-14s. As 
anyone knows, many firms offer maga
zines for the Mini-14, as well as Ruger. 
Some of these magazines are excellent but 
some are not. 

For more information on this new 
Ruger and any of the other fine Ruger 
police/ defensive or sporting arms, write 
Sturm-Ruger, Dept. SOF, Lacy Place, 
Southport, CT 06490, USA. 

1980 marks the 25th anniversary of one 
of the strongest, best-made revolvers in 

the world - the Colt Python .357 mag
num. Development of the gun began in 
1953, but introduction came in 1955. To
day, the gun is just as popular as ever and 
is the highest priced domestic-manu
facture handgun available. Current barrel 
offerings for the Python are 2!12-inch, 
four-inch, six-inch and, new for 1980, an 
eight-inch barrel length as well. The 
Python is impossible to confuse with 
similar handguns. Its barrel's distinct ive 
full-length vent rib is similar only to the 
smaller-framed Diamondback 38 and 22. 

Why is the Python so strong? Only 
highest-quality materials are used; the 
frame size is simple for larger calibers; the 
Continued on page 76 
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Runaway Food Prices - Rising Taxes - Strikes - War Talk! 
THE TIME TO JOIN THE SALES STAMPEDE 

TO SAM ANDY STORAGE FOODS IS RIGH-T NOW 
-BECAUSE IT'S HAPPENING RIGHT NOW! 

Uni'que, proven sales plan paying dealers big nationwide profits 

Is it any wonder why American families by the 
thousands are rushing out to stock up on SAM 
ANDY dehydrated foods? 
Who can blame them? How much more can they take, when 
faced by a real inflationary figure of better than twenty percent 
a year? To say nothing of FEAR ... the prospect of living in a 
steadily decaying social environment . For many years to come. 
One alternative is buying SAM ANDY foods. These low-moisture 
foods store anywhere, last for 10 years. You can stock up and 
LET PRICES KEEP RISING. Meanwhile, SAM ANDY - the oldest 
and largest manufacturer in the business - can't keep up with 
distribution. AND THAT'S WHY WE NEED YOU. RIGHT AWAY! 

Why Howard Ruff, author of the best-seller, 
"HOW TO PROSPER DURING THE COMING BAD 
YEARS," recommends Sam Andy Foods as a 
reliable dehydrated food company. 

Now on the National best-seller lists for 
over 6 months, Howard Ruff's book is o 
bombshell because he offers a practical 
solution to the problem: A Crash Course 
in Personal and Financial Survival. And 
one of the main points he stresses in his 
book is the advisability of every family 
laying in a year's supply of proven 
quality, reliable SAM ANDY Storage 
Foods. Ruff specifies SAM ANDY 
FOODS! 

You're way behind times if you still think 
"dehydrated foods" taste blah 
Sure, they've always been super-nutritious and economical ; long-las.ting 
and great for "survival." But technical advances, in the last few years, 
hove resulted in a whole new taste-break-through, too! Today you con 
prepare the most complete and delicious meals you ever sat down to 
with SAM ANDY foods. Hearty beef TVP stew. Buttery mashed potatoes 
with cheese topping. Italian spaghetti dinners. Apple Cobbler like 
grandma used to make! All easy to fix in minutes. Foods that store 
anywhere, lost for years, in any tiny cool, dry area available .. . attic, 
broom closet, under the stairs . 

v No "Franchise" Fees 
v No territorial limitations 

.. (You start writing orders and mak
ing money immediately) 

3 WAYS TO GET STARTED 
I IF YOU ACT NOW! 
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DEALERS RAVING OVER THE PROFITS • . • 
"I just started. And made over $500 profit my first 
week, mostly in my spare time," says Bill R., 
Chicago, IL. 

"The SAM ANDY concept is so hot here, I sold out my 
first half-carload in 7 days. I've ordered another 
one." - Bell H., Miami, FL. 

"I'm making more money with SAM ANDY foods, 
and with less effort, than anything I've sold in 25 
years: And I'm making it every week." - Allen S., 
Cal. ' 

Mail coupon today for a SAM ANDY Food 
Storage Guide and Gourmet COOKBOOK 

Get started! The book that gives you food
storage miracles in any emergency! Plus 82-
pages of mouth-watering storoge food recipes . 
We'll also include (ABSOLUTELY FREE) a Sam 
Andy Family Food Reserve Program Guide. 

Contains everything you need , for climbing 
aboard this profitmaker whose time has 
come. Tells you how you cart get maximum 
discounts on all orders. How you can start 
writing orders right away (no costly , time
consuming training). Tested, fool-proof sales 
plan . WE NEED DEALERS TO HANDLE 
GROWING DEMAND! 

SAM ANDY FOODS, INC. DEPT. S0-4 
P.O. Box 1120, Colton, Ca 92324 

(714) 684-9003 

r-----------------------sAM ANDY FOODS. INC. 
P.O. Box 1120, Dept. SOF 780, Colton, CA 92324 
[J Check for $98.00 enclosed for SAM ANDY STARTER KIT. Includes 

profit plan, self-training, tapes, all literature, color brochures, sales 
aids, sales film strip, everything you need to get started. 

rJ $28.00 for SAM ANDY SAMPLER/CASE. Included (6) SAM ANDY best 
sellers, all literature and complete sales details. 

0 $10.00 for SAM ANDY SUCCESS PORTFOLIO. Includes all sales 
details, Cookbook & Sales Info, plus Howard Ruff's best-selling, 
"How to Prosper During the Coming Bad Years. " 

Address 

City 

State ___________ Zip --- ------

L 
Phone 

----------------------© 1979, Sam Andy Foods 
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Learn The 
Modern Technique 

of Defensive 
Pistolcraft 

At Jeff Cooper's 
World Famous Gunsite 

In these hazardous times 
it is becoming more and 
more important for private 
citizens (as well as the 
military and police) to learn 
how to defend themselves. 
The American Pistol In
stitute fulfills this need by 
offering a basic course in 
the defensive use of the 
handgun. Gunsite students 
commence with the API 
technique of safety in gun
h and Ii n g and progress 
through stance, sighting, 
trigger . control, the draw, 
firing positions, mental 
conditioning for combat, 
night shooting, and the tac
tical use of the pistol. APl's 
purpose is to equip the stu
dent with such a level of 
skill, confidence and men
tal , conditioning as to 
enable him to discourage 
violence before it starts, 
but when a life or death en
counter is unavoidable, to 
stop it immediately, with 
minimum risk to by stan
ders. Properly motivated 
students, with reasonable 
coordination and mental 
abilities, achieve this level 
of competence on comple
tion of the basic course. For 
brochure, class schedule, 
and application form, send 
$1.00 to The American Pis
tol Institute, P.O. Box 401-
X, Paulden, AZ 86334. 

12 SOLDlllR OP PORTUNE 

COMBAT 
PISTOLCB·AIT 

Jeff Cooper 
&:. Ken Hackathorn 

Q As a reservist , I and others face the 
eprospect of service in Iran if gutless 

Jimmy Carter ever gets off his knees, 
stops holding prayer services and decides 
on something to actually get the hostages 
back. If sent , and tire military forget s to 
prohibit personal arms, I would take with 
me my S&W .357 . 

Since we would be fighting Islamics, 1 
desire to treat the projectiles of the car
tridges with pig fat, and perhaps implant 
the hollow-points with pork or bacon fat 
as this would add to the damnation of the 
Islamic scum struck with them. My in
quiry, essentially, is whether this treat
ment would diminish the effectiveness of 
the rounds or produce ad verse results to 

the firearm. 
Isla mic swine are ex pendable but a 

quality firearm is not. Should I wind up 
using military weapons, would such treat
ment impact military weapons and/or am
munition? I would expect those serving 
with me to likewise treat their cartridges if 
there is no strong reason not to do so. 

G .C.C. 
Watseka, Illinois 

A The pig-fat trick is traditionally a 
egood one. It is not necessary, 

however, to go to all the trouble you pro
pose. Just wait until your kitchen has a 
couple of cc of bacon grease to spare and 
roll your cartridges therein. Do it lightly 
and it will have no effect upon your am
munition except to make it smell good. 

The point is to advertise. The pig fat by 
itself does nothing. It is only if the faithful 
are made aware of their peril that you gain 
points. If you make sure that they know 
what you are doing, you don't even have 
to do it. 

Q. I'm a private security guard who is 
•forced to carry a revolver due to 

department regulations. I presently use an 
S&W M-0del 19 with a four-inch barrel 
and use .357 ammo while on duty to get 
maximum stopping power. Yet recently I 
was in a situation where I had to fire on 
two armed thieves in the warehouse where 
I was assigned. One was hit twice, but he 
was able to get a shot off at me as both my 
shots were through-and-through shots. I 
wasn't hurt, and both were caught, but 

my confidence in this gun as a stopper was 
badly shaken. So, I'm considering either a 
change in ammo or a new gun like the 
S&W Model 58 .41 magnum with the so
called Police Load. Which do you recom
mend? 

As a backup gun I'd like an S&W 
Chief's Special, yet I've heard that 
Mossberg is producing the Security In
dustries .357 fo an S&W J-type frame. Do 
you think this small .357 can handle 
magnum loads? Why doesn't S&W pro
duce the model 40 Centennial again? I 
once owned one and found it to be an ex
cellent gun and have to this day regretted 
my decision to trade it for another gun. 

T .M. 
Jackson Heights, New York 

A Your experience with the .357 is 
•not common, but it does occur. 

There is no such thing as absolute stop
ping power in anything that can be carried 
in the ha.nds. You can nevertheless in
crease your odds by moving up to a .41. I 
have no definitive information on the 
"backup gun"' in action, so I am at a loss 
to make prescriptions. I think that if I had 
reason to carry a second weapon which 
had to pe totally concealed, I would favor 
a 22 pocket auto such as the Walther 
PPK. 

Any "small .357" can digest full loads: 
The question is, "How long can it do 
so?" Obviously, such pieces are designed 
only for occasional use and if they hold up 
for 50 to JOO rounds they have served their 
purpose. I am not the person to query on 
the subject of S& W policy. If you wish to 
know why S& W does something, the best 
person to ask is S& W. 

Q I recently was putting insulat ion in 
•the attic of my home and found a 

handgun in the trash under the floor
boards. The cylinder and the piece tha t 
holds it in place is missing. The words , 
"American Bulldog," are written on top 
of an eight-sided barrel. When I removed 
the hand grips I found the number 640 on 
the frame. I would like any information 
regarding this gun, its maker and whether 
they are still in business. 
Continued on page 22 
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SOLDIER OFfORTUNE 
LIBRARY OF MILITARY HISTORY 

Army Badges and Insignia Since 1945, 
Guido Rosignoll. A companion to the previous 
volume, this information-packed book illustrates 
over 2,000 badges and insignia of the world's 
modern armies. 218 pages, 5" x 7'', 80 pages of 
full color illustrations, index. 

hard cover $8. 95 

Army Badges and Insignia of World War II, 
Guido Rosignoll. A compact and colorful volume 
which illustrates over 2000 badges and insignia of 
the principal armed forces which competed in 
World War II. 228 pages, 5" x 7", 80 pages of full 
color illustrations, index. 

hard cover $8. 95 

Collector's Guide to Militaria, Derek E. 
Johnson. Covers a wide range of military para
phernalia, including firearms , edged weapons, in
signia, medals, body armor, military miniatures, 
printed materials, and miscellaneous regalia. 144 
pages, 7 '!." x 8 \/2', with 64 photographs, appen
dix, bibliography, index. 

h<:rrl cover $8.95 

Tanks and Other Tracked Vehicles in Ser
vice, B.T. White. Selected from all over the world, 
they range from main battle tanks like the American 
XM-1 to the small Japanese , self-propelled mount
ing for twin recoiling rifles. 190 pages, 5" x 7\12', 
64 pages in full color. 

hard cover $9.95 

The American Civil War, G. Schomaekers. It 
was America's first modern war, new weapons were 
being used for the first time and the emphasis is on 
the military aims of the opposing sides. 160 pages, 
7%" x 10'', over 100 original photos. 

hard cover $12.95 

Parachute Badges and Insignia of the 
World, R.J. Bragg and Roy Turner. 64 pages of 
color illustrations based on a unique collection of 
1200 parachutists qualifications brevets, this book 
gives brief histories of the airborne forces of 102 
nations. 200 pages, 5" x 7 V.". 

hard cover $11.95 

Sky Diving, Uwe Beckmann. The author exp
lains every aspect of parachuting: from the selection 
of the right equipment to your first free fall jump. 
Emergencies and landing safely under the most 
adverse circumstances are also covered. 128 pages, 
TVs" x 10 \12 ', 200 photographs, index. 

hard cover $12. 95 

Naval Fast Strike Craft and Patrol Boats, 
Roy Mcleavy. 64 pages of color illustrations por
tray the whole range of sma ll warships from missile 
craft and fast patrol boats to torpedo boats and fast 
gunboats. 200 pages, 5" x 7". 

hard cover $9.95 

Naval Gun, Ian Hogg and John Batchelor. This 
beautifully presented book is the first major work of 
its kind in many years. 144 pages, 9" x 12", full 
color illustrations and 107 black and white illustra-
tions. 

hard cover $24.95 

German Aircraft of World War II in Color, 
Kenneth Munson. This book illustrates more than 
100 principal types of aircraft used by the Luftwaffe 
during the war. 160 pages, 7 \12 ' x 9 V. ", over 140 
full color illustrations. 

hard cover $14.95 

. -
Army Uniforms Since 1945, Michael Chap-
pell . This book features 48 pages of detailed color 
plates which show the uniforms of the armies and 
irregular forces engaged in actual fighting through
out the world. 176 pages, 5" x 7''. 

hard cover (available June 1980) $12.95 

Army Uniforms of World War II, Andrew 
Mollo and Malcolm McGregor. An easy reference 
handbook on the uniforms and equipment of the 24 
nations that took part in World War II , illustrated 
with 257 full color drawings. 183 pages, 5" x 7", 
index. 

hard cover $8.95 

History of Land Warfare, Kenneth Macksey. 
The author follows the fascinating evolution of 
combat by describing the most important events, 
technical discoveries, battles and personalities. 248 
pages, 6%" x 9 '!.", with 192 photographs (26 in 
full color), appendices, select bibliography, index. 

hard cover $14. 95 

History of Sea Warfare, Gervis Frere-Cook 
and Kenneth Macksey. The history of naval war
fare , as described by two military historians. 245 
pages, 6%" x 9'!.", 126 photographs (17 full-co lor 
plates), appendices, select bibliography, index. 

hard cover $14.95 

History of Air Warfare, Kenneth Macksey, 
David Brown and Christopher Shores. The au
thors present a clear chronological story of the 
evolution of air fighting. 247 pages, 6 ¥.!" x 9'!.'', 
with 139 photographs ( 14 full-color plates), appen'
dix, select bibliography, index. 

hard cover $14.95 
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THE ULTIMATE IN 
SURVEILLANCE! 

K-88 FORWARD RECON. 
SCOPE 

• See them long before they see you' 
If they ever do. it wi ll be up to 

you and on your terms! 
• So powerful are these optics that 

you can identify a vehicle at 6 
miles' . . . Identify aircraft at 22 
miles! A sentry's weapon at 4 
miles1 

• Can be used as a telephoto lens 
as we ll' (Specify your current 35mm 
SLR and add $25) 

• Field Model comes complete with 
mini-pod. erecting prism. case. and 
36x eyepiece (add $30' for lOOx 
eyepiece) 

LIGHT AMPLIFYING POWER = 
160x HUMAN EYE 

AVERAGE MAGNIFICATION = 
36xl00x 

EFFECTIVE FOCAL LENGTH = 
lOOOmm (40 inches) 
TUBELENGTH = 
200mm (8 inches) 

TUBE DIAMETER = 
125mm (5 inches) 

CLEAR APERA TURE = 
90mm (3 .5 inches) 
WEIGHT = 4 lbs. 

PRICE: $ 345 .00 ppd. 

Send Cash. Postal Money Order. Cerli fied 
Ch ecks ONLY o r Master C harge. Visa. o r 
American Ex press number to: 

R.M.S. INC 
P.O. BOX 4489 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 
U.S .A. 

QUANTITY PURCHASE 
INQUIRIES INVITED 

14 SOLDIER IW FORTUNE 

ILAK 

20-GAUGE vs. 
WHEELGUN . .. 

Sirs: 
The advice to (lady) novices in the letter 

from D.T . (FLAK, March '80) is typical 
of the bad advice most novices get when 
they finally decide to arm themselves . 
D.T. advises: get a 20-gauge single-shot, 
saw off the barrel, saw off the stock and 
shoot from the hip (at the bad guy's legs, 
for godsakes!). And don't worry about 
practice, 10 shots should be enough. May 
I sincerely suggest that either D.T. has the 
DTs or else he's gotten all of his combat 
experience from watching TV. 

Having survived several real-life self-de
fense situations myself and investigated 
hundreds of others, l feel compelled to 
observe: 

l. Any firearm which may be used by a 
novice for self-defense should be as simple 
to operate as possible, one that can be 
hurriedly grabbed, aimed and fired, 
without having to first cock a hammer, 
release a safety, operate a lever, etc. 

2. The firearm should have a multiple
shot capability. Once an assault is in pro
gress the attacker rarely flees because one 
shot is fired into the floor - or anywhere 
else except into his body - and the 
possibility of multiple assailants must be 
taken into consideration . 

3. The firearm should be as powerful as 
the novice can shoot rapid-fire without 
flinching. 

4. The gun should be small enough to 
be readily concealable. Otherwise, it 
might not be along when needed. 

5. The novice must learn - and prac
tice - the basics of combat marksman
ship . All practice should be done at close 
range, three to 30 feet , using a combat 
silhouette target. Point of aim should 
always be the center-body area. When an 
attack comes, the action is usually so fast 
and in such poor light that only those with 
strong suicidal tendencies should ever at
tempt anything other than center-body 
shots. 

6. The novice must learn an important 
fact of life (or death) - any armed at
tacker is a definite threat until he is down 
and out. 

The bottom line is this: tlie best gun for 
a novice to use for self-defense is a 
double-action revolver. I feel the choice 
should be narrowed down to a quality 
American-made wheelgun of 22 magnum 
(WMR), 38 Special or .357 magnum 
caliber. 

Sincerely, 
Robert Flesh 
Alva, Florida 

Thanks for your comments. As a long
time police officer and SWAT team 
leader, you know whereof you speak. See 
also "Guns for Gals, " SOP, June '80. 

COMMISSAR 
CARTER ... 

Sirs: 
After I stole SOF from my husband , I 

read the article on El Salvador (April '80) 
and feel we should call for Carter 's im
peachment as a traitor to America's peo
ples and beliefs. Although I am not an 
American (I was born in Scotland), I have 
lived in the United States for 10 years and 
have seen this once-great country go 
steadily downhill. 

What is happening to this country when 
the man who is supposed to be its people's 
leader is selling them out to the com
munists? Let us hope that the American 
people will see the light in November and 
vote Commissar Carter out of office. I'm 
sure his communist friends will help find 
him a job. 

Yours faith fully, 
Susan L. Yokum 
Richlands, North Carolina 

MUGABE ON 
GUN CONTROL ... 

Sirs: 
In March Time Magazine interviewed 

Zimbabwe-Rhodesia's prime minister-de
signate, Robert Mugabe, who is quoted as 
Continued on page 23 
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'l,llE 
VIE'l1N 1\tl l\7 l\ll: 

An Illustrated 
History of the Conflict 

in Southeast Asia 
By Bernard C. Nalty 

Forward by 
General William Westmoreland 

This extens ive and im pressive 
volume provides an objective analysis 
of the conflict in Southeast Asia. It of
fers a vivid battle-by-battle analysis of 
tactics and strategies and a directory 
of the military equipment employed. 
Dramatic , heavy-impact photographs, 
many never before published, docu
ment the text throughout. 

It begins with France's attempt to 
regain control of its possessions in 
the region. Next is the story of in
creasing Viet Cong involvement and 
the escalation of hostilities, the full 
story of Ameri can involvement, Viet
namization and reduction in American 
strength , the end of hostilities, and 
finally the establishment of Commun
ist governments. 

Each victory, each defeat, is ex
amined technically, with an appraisal 
of the tactics and the major weapons 
used by the combatants. 

Photographs in color and black and 
white, technical drawings, maps, 
diagrams, and straight , clear text 
make this the most important and 
comprehensive military story of the 
Southeast Asian confli ct . 

370 illustrations including 250 col
or photographs, black-and-white pho
tographs, technical drawings, maps, 
and diagrams . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Ho'1V can a Subscription to 
SOF save you 1noney? 

When you subscribe to SOF, you learn tips and 
techniques that save you time and money-
and maybe your life! Experts reveal survival skills and 
new developments in weaponry that are 
not found eteswhere. And from our correspondents, you 
get timely first-hand reports from Africa, 
S.E. Asia and Latin America. 
So spoil yourself, and buy the source for adventure, 
mercenary activity, urban and wilderness survival, and 
discover products you only dreamed about. 

-----------------------, 
0 Send SOLDIER OF FORTUNE to my home for one 

year (12 issues) SAVE 25% over newsstand price. 

D Bill me $20.00 D Payment enclosed 

0 I'm a new subscriber D This is a renewal order 

Name _ _ ____ ______ _ 

Address --- ---------

City _____ _ State _ _ Zip __ 

(Note: For foreign and Canadian service mail orders 
add $5 per year for postage and handling.) 
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c~ $100.00 lH-123 
A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL 

THE 
SOLDIER'S 

HANDBOOK 

SOON TO BE A MOVIE. SOLDIER 
Over I Mill ion Copies Sold 

$2.95 

AN'l'HONY H. 
llEllHElrt' 
1:1'. fOl...,llln'. 

Wl'l'll .JAMES 'I'. 
WOO'l'EN 

TWO BOOKS 
PREPARED BY LT. COL. ANTHONY B. HERBERT, (Ret.) ~AME~~CA'S ~ "Arnerica·s Most Decorated Soldier"" 

SUPER SOLDIER 
JUNE, 1979 

WARNING! ---- WARNING! 

THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK ..... .............. .. .. ..... $I 00.00 

THTS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EX
TRAORDINARY TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO 
F IGHT, PROTECT YOURSELF AND KILL! HOW TO 
BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! A D 
SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COUR
AGE AND DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED. THE REMAINDER OF THE 
TEXT IS DEVOTED TO TIPS AND TECHNIQUES WHICH 
DO AWAY WITH LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME 
CONSUMING TRAINING. IT REDUCES HAND TO HAND 
COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF HOW TO 
KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS; HOW TO 
FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE FIRST TIME YOU PICK 
ONE UP, CORRECTLY, SIMPLY AND EFFECTIVELY! 
HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT EXPLO
SIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY 
ITEMS; HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILD
INGS, OFFICES, SAFES, FILE CABINETS, DESKS AND 
VEHICLES; PROFESSIONAL METHODS OF ASSASSINA
TION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR EQUIP
MENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL TN JUNGLES, 
THE ARCTIC, ON THE DESERT, AND JN BARROOMS, 
OR ON THE STREETS; THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE 
TRICKS WHICH PERMIT YOU TO DO ALMOST ANY
THING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING IT FOR 
DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS 
AND SILENCERS; EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COM
BAT FIRST AID; PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIF
FERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES, ESTABLISHMENT 
OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH TECH
NIQUES, SEARCH, HANDLING OF POWS; AND MORE! 
- BY AMERICA'S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE 
SOLDIER-TONY HERBERT. AND IT F ITS INTO YOUR 
FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET-ALL 200 PLUS PAGES. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAIL
ABLE. 

SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METH
ODS AND TECHNIQUES EXPLAIN ED H AVE BEEN 
PASSED ON THROUGH THE OFFICES OF THE CIA, 
DIA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGAN IZATION H EAD
QUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDG E OF SAME 
CAN ONLY ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPA
BILITIES AS WELL AS AID YOU IN PROTECTING 
AGAINST THEM. 

Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to ohtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLQIER HANDBOOK by Anthony 
B. Herbert, Lt. Col. Ret., at a price of $100.00 per copy. Each 
book is numbered and will be individually autographed by the 
autl1or. Numbered copies will he issued in the order in which 
filled out coupons. accompanied by checks. are received. 

This book will make a worthwhile addition to any library. Fill 
out the coupon and mail it in today. Your copy will be sent 
certified mail. Quantities are limited. Here is yonr chance to 
own a genuiJle collectors item. 
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WARNING: 
THIS BESTSELLER 
IS POWERFUL. 
EXPLOSIVE
AND TRUE! 

··Adventure and 
exciterJent 
enough for a 
dozen novels! ·· 

-lOSANGHESTl!.!fS 

SOLDIER 
' 

.. America"s 
Most Decorated 

Soldier 

by Anthony B. Herbert, Lt. Col. ( Ret) 
Paperbac:k - No. 11 PB ............... ... .......... .. .. ...... .. .... $2.95 
SOLDIER Poster No. 77P ····· ··- ·· ·····-···-·· ········ ·---····· · $2.50 
20" x 28" color poster - replic:a of book c:over 

Only nine men in history have won the Osminieh (Turkey's 
Medal of Honor ) - Eight Turkish soldiers and America's Tony 
Herbert - only one of his many unique accomplishments. 

Quantity 

"THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK" 
Limited Edition 

$100.00 

Only 50,000 Copies 

Will Be Sold 

Item Price ea. 
Soldiers Handbook $100.00 
Sold ier Poster $ 2.50 
Soldier Paperback $ 2.95 

Tota l Amount 
Sh pg . & Hdlg. 
Tot a l of above 

SHIPPING & HANOUNC 

Amount 

Orders o.>pto S6.00 _ _ ___ ___________ _ S 08'j 
Orde,. from S 6 .0110 s12.oo _____ ____ ____ s 1 55 

Ord•ra llo!ft $ 12.01 lo $18.00 __ ____ --- - ___ Sl 25 
01d•r• °"'' s1aoo _______ _________ _ •n .es 

Satisfaction guaranteed or 
return book within 10 day. 
and we will refund your 
money. 

AddtlH ___________ _ 

C•tr _ ____ s1.1e ____ ,,, __ 

CHARGE ITI 
o Master Charge o BankAmerlcard Visa 

~.~~~~7:.~ I I I I I I I I I I I I ITTI 
Expiration Dale _ _ Ban~~s~~r Charge [[LO 
Signature (required if using credil card) 

MAIL TO 

CLOVERLEAF BOOKS 
P.O. Box 31118 
Dept. 1n s 
Englewood, Co. 80111 
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SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

ONLY $6.00 
NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED 

Vital Info · Completely Illustrated 
PURCHAS E PROCEDURES 

MUCH · MUCH - MORE 
A MUST for Avid Weapons Enthusiasts 

SUB-MA(;HINE GUN 

GUIDE 

111.95 

SEND: $6.00 CASH, CERT. CHECK. M.O. 
Includes Postage and handling 

TO: 
PERISCOPE PUBLICATIONS 
DEPT.SF 
P. 0. BOX 1637 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53201 

Urban guerrilla war and 
nuclear terror in Amer
ica in the 1980' s . . . 

Earl Turner and his 
fellow patriots in 
theOrganizationare 
forced underground 
when the U.S. gov
ernment bans the 
private possession 
of firearms and sta
ges the mass Gun 
Raids to round up 
suspected gun own
ers. The hated E
quality Police begin 
hunting them down, 
but the Organiza
tionfights back with 
acampaign of sabo
tage and assassina
tion . The ingenuity 
and boldness of 

Turner and his comrades in devising and 
executing new methods of guerrilla war lead to 
a climax of c;.taclysmic intensity and world
wide scope. The Turner Diaries is a book unlike 
any you 've ever read! Illustrated, 315 pages. 

Author Andrew Macdonald is a 
nuclear physicist and an expert in 
improvised mun itions, terrorist gad
gets, and mi litary I industrial sabo
tage . His descriptions of devices and 
techniques are graphic and detailed. 
His scenario is terrifyingly realistic. 

THE TURNER DIARIES ... . . . . $4.95 
(Add 50 cents for postage to your remittance.) 

National Alllance Books, Dept S, 
Box 3535, Washington, DC 20007 
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STEELE ON KNIVES 
by David Steele 

Q Being of Filipino extract ion, I was 
every pleased with 1he attention yo u 

gave to the Malaysian kri s and th e bali
song in your worldwide view of fightin g 
knives and methods. Of all the books 
available , yours is the most comprehen
sive and practical. 

My question regards the position of the 
"alive" hand, as it is referred to in 
escrima. That is, the hand not hold ing th e 
knife. When I studied tanto-jitsu , my in
structor, Mr. Ronald Duncan, taught us 
to keep the weapon less hand with the 
little finger edge forw ard . This is in keep
ing with the martial arts di ctum o f offe r
ing as small a target as possible . 

The escrimadors , on the other hand , 
adv ise that th e palm of th e hand face in
ward, toward th e heart. The reason they 
stated is, when the hand comes into play, 
the necessary turning of the wri st will add 
authority to the move. This seems to make 
sense if you've ever witnessed th e short , 
momentumless hand snaps of win[!. chun 
boxing. 

The opposit e position , with the palm 
facing outward towards the opponent , is 
th e one most commonly depi cted in the 
majority of knife- fi ghting books. Cassid y, 
in particular, makes a point of thi s, ex
plaining that if one is cut on the palm the 
hand is st ill capable of limited function
ing; whereas if one is cut on the back of 
the hand, th e severed fl ex ing tendons will 
render the hand useless. 

And although yo u advocate that the left 
hand be used for grabbin g, fein ting and 
tossing sand in the eyes, you do not enter 
into detail regard ing placement and posi
tioning . 

J.L., 
Holli s, N.Y. 

A The style pictured in my book, Se
e crets of Modern Knife Fighting 

(Phoenix Press, Dept. SOF, Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306), is adapted from 
saber fencin [!., similar to largo mano (Ion[!. 
distan ce) sty le in escrima. A I this distance 
from your opponent, pu11inR your left 
hand in front of you would just provide 
your opponent with another target. 

At infighlin[!. dislance, however, !he left 
hand, if empty, should be carried in the 
escrima posilion. The consequences of a 
cut anywhere on that hand are largely un
predictable; !he idea is to either keep ii out 
of the way enlirely, or put ii where ii can 
do !he mos/ good offensively (for checks, 
grabs and blows). 

ff the left hand is carryinR another 
weapon or some object to be thro wn there 
are occasions where it will be out in _fi-0111 

of !he knife hand. Likewise, !fan oppo
nent is usin[!. his fist, feel or a blunt instrn
ment, !here may be limes ivhen the empty 
lefl hand can block before the knife hand 
moves. 

g My usual met hod of a rming myself 
eis a Gerber Mk.I, a Gerber FS- II 

fo er, and a Hi-Standard 22 Mag der
rin ger. Rea l se rious busin ess in vo lves a 
Series 70 Co lt Governme nt Model. 

I have had one serious co n front at ion, in 
the parking lot at work. Two hood lums 
decided I looked like an easy mark . I drew 
my Mk .I Gerber and squared off. O ne o f 
the creeps grabbed the blade of my kni fe, 
and I proceeded to take a co uple of his 
fin gers down to the bone. The lad decided 
he really was hurt and trucked off some
where to get sewed up. 

T.A.S., 
Madison Height s, Mich. 

A This should be a lesson lo the 
•writer who thinks Iha! inside hand 

cu/s can be 1aken wi!h impunity (see fi rst 
letter) . fn Reneral, your /actics seem 
sound: i.e., nolhinR succeeds like success. 

Q I was stationed at a USAF base in 
eSpain at the outbreak of th e 1960 

Belgian Congo Revo lution. We were given 
a special ass ignment and shipped to Leo
pold ville. Just befo re we le ft I picked up a 
swit chblade .at a loca l outdoor mar ket . 

We wore civili an clo thes and rode out 
und er guard to a sec luded co llege I8 mi les 
from the cap it a l. It was th ere that we we re 
to ld o ur mi ssio n was to establ ish and 
maint a in radi o commu nicat ions fro m the 
American Embassy to the USAF HQ in 
Germany. 

A few days later I went into town with 
two buddies. While havi ng a drink a l an 
ou td oo r cafe, I was approached by a 
na1i ve kid ask ing to shine my boots. When 
he heard me speak in French to a Red 
Cross representati ve, the kid ran ove r to 
three Congo lese revolutio nari es . From 
under th eir garm ent s they took o ut th eir 
bush knives. All the custo mers ran in1 0 
the ca fe, includin g my two buddies. 

The closest one work ed his way aro un d 
the tables, holding his chopper ove r h is 
head. I crouched wi th th e swit chblade in 
my ri ght hand . At the ri ght mo ment I 
pushed the button. I hea rd th e cli ck o f the 
bl ade and almos t simult a neo usly heard 
Continued on page 75 
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Sherwood International is the exclusive U.S.A. distributor for A. Eickhorn .. . the world 's 
most famous manufacturer of Military Bayonets and Scabbards. 

Sl-1 COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet& 
Scabbard 

$29.95 

Blade length : 7" Features: Wire cutter. 
razor back saw blade, belt attachments. 
sure-grip handle and tie-thongs. 

Sl-6 SWISS SIG 
Bayonet & 

i\ I Scabbard 
Model 510-4 
7.62 NATO 

l I $29.95 

Blade tenglh : 7" Features: Wire cu tter. 
razor back saw blade, belt attachment. 
sure-grip handle. and tie-thongs. 

Sl-12 G-3 RIFLE " 
(HK 91/93 
Norwegian 
Model) 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 

$26.95 

Blade length : 61/2'' Fea1u res : Belt 
attachment and sure-grip handle. 
'(NOTE &ayonel adap!er IOI' nUe is separate See 
item •Sl-20) 

Sl-18 GERMAN ARMY 
MK 111 Boot 
Knife & Scabbard 

$19.95 

Blade length: 5" Features: Quick re· 
lease safety snap, belt attachment, 
sure·grip handle. and leather scabbard. 

Sl-2 COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet & 

l 
Scabbard 

$32.95 

Blade leng th ; 7 .. Fea1u res : Bottle 
opener, wire cutter. razor back saw 
blade. belt attachments, sure-grip han
dle. and tie- thongs. 

Sl-8 M4 CARBINE 
BAYONET with 
M8A1 Scabbard 

' 

\ii $19.95 

U.S. Caliber .30 Ml Carbine Blade 
leng1h : 6Y2'' Features : Belt attachment. 
sure-grip handle. and tie-thongs. 

Sl-13 G-3 RIFLE" 
(HK 91/93)° 
Bayonet 
with M8A1 
Scabbard 

$26.95 

Blade length : 6 112" Features : Bell 
attachment and sure·grip handle. 
· tNOTE Bayone1 adapie1 l0t u!le Is sc-parate See 

'item irSl·20\ 

Sl-19 Not shown 

NEW COLT AR-15/M16 Bayonet 
w ith M8A1 Scabbard 
Blade leng th : 6 1/z" Features : Wire 
cutter. razor back saw blade . bell 
attachment. sure·grip handle. and 
tie-thongs. 
INEWITEM 
pi1n11rigl 

Pno1og1aph ""as unavailable a1 ume ol 

$25.95 
Sl-20 
G-3 Adapter 

$7.95 
G·3 Adapter for Sl-12. Sl·13 and 81·14 
for attachment of bayonet to rifle. 

Sl-7 

Sl-3 COLT 
AR-i 5/M16 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 

$37.95 

Sl-4 

~ 
COMBAl' KNIFE Sl-5 
with Scabbard 

$25.95 

COMBAT KNIFE 
with Scabbard 

$32.95 

Blade length : 10" (Long) Features : Wire Blade length: 7" Features: Wire cutter. 
cutte r. razor back saw blade. belt razor back saw blade, belt attachments. 
attachments , su re-grip handle. and sure-grip handle. and tie- thongs. 
tie-thongs. 

Blade length: 10" (l ong) Features: Wire 
cutter , razor back saw blade . txel t 
attachments, sure-grip handle . and 
tie-thongs. 

Sl-9 M5A1 Sl-10 COLT Sl-11 COMBAT KNIFE 
GARAND AR-15/M16 M-7 M3 Bayonet 

\1 

BAYONET 

\ 
BAYONET with withM8A1 

with M8A1 M8A1 Scabbard Scabbard 
Scabbard 

$20.95 $19.95 $16.95 

U.S. Caliber .30 M1 Garand Rifle Blade Blade · length : 6V2" Features : Bell 
length: 6Vz" Features : Belt attachment. attachment. sure-grip handle . and 

Blade length: 6 1/2" Features : Belt 
attachment. sure-grip handle . and 
tie-thongs. sure-grip handle. and tie-thongs. tie-thongs. 

Sl-14 G-3 RIFLE " 
(HK 91/93) 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 

$32.95 

Blade length : 10" (long) Features : 
Woodgrain scabbard. belt attachment 
and sure·grip handle. •(NOTE Bayonet 
adap1cr IOf rine is sep1ua1e See item 11Sl·20.) 

Sl-15 

1 
COMBAT 

Sl-16 AUSTRIAN 
ARMY Knife 
and Scabbard 

" 
$14.95 

Blade length : 61h" Features : Bollle 
opener. belt anachment and sure-grip 
handle. Colors: Sl-15 O.D . Green 
Sl·16 Black 

Sl-17 BELGIUM FAL 
Bayone1 & 
Scabbard 

$36.95 

Blade length : 61/z" Features : Belt 
attachment. 

Minimum Order S10.00 
Call Toll Free. 800-423-5237 (except Calif.), Mon. through Fri., 

Only-9to 5. 
This service is available ONLY to holders of major credit 

cards! 8 . of A., VISA, M.C., American Express, Carte Blanche, 
Diners Club. 

Simply tell the order taker what you want, give credit card 
number and we'll ship your order. 

For technical information, etc., call our executive offices, 
No. 213-349-7600. Dealers & Jobbers wri te (don't call) for 
quantity discount schedule. 

EASY TO ORDER! 
COLLECTORS PRESENJ"ATION CASE 1. Send Cash . Check or Money 

Order. 
5. Minimum order $5.00 Cald res 

add 6% SALES TAX 
6 different Bayonets & Scabbards are ready for 
your display. A must for every collector ! Each 
case contains 1 each of the following: 

6 AU mqu1r1es not accompanied 
with self-addressed slamped 
envelope will not be answered 

7 AU ma10< credit cards accep!ed. 

$169.95 Sl-1 COLT AR-15/M16 
Bayonet & Scabbard 
Blade length: 7" 

Sl-4 COMBAT KNIFE 
Bayonet & Scabbard 
Blade lenglh : 7" 

2. Please include es11mated post· 
age. insurance & handling 
minimum 52 00 w1th each order 

3 Foreign Orders. incl min. 54.00 
postage wuh order 

4. All products can be purchased 
by mail. 

NOC.0 .0 .s. 

Features: Wire cutter. razor back 
saw blade, sure-grip handle, and 
lie·thongs. 

Sl-10 COLT AR-15/M16 
Bayonet & Scabbard 
Blade length: 6V2" 
Features: Belt attachment. sure
grip handle, and tie-thongs. 

Sl-3 COLT AR-15/M16 
Bayonet & Scabbard 
Blade length: 10" (long) 
FeatureS: Wi re cu tter, razor back 
saw blade, belt allachmen1. sure· 
grip handle, and tie-thongs. 

Features: Wire cutter, razor back 
saw blade, bell attachment, sure· 
grip handle, and tie-thongs. 

Sl-11 COMBAT KNIFE 
Bayonet & Scabbard 
Blade length: 7" 
Features: Belt attachmen1. sure· 
grip. handle. and tie-thongs. 

Sl-5 COMBAT KNIFE 
Bayonet & Scabbard 
Blade length : 10" (long) 
Features: Wi re cutter, razor back 
saw blade, belt attachment, sure· 
grip handle. and tie-thongs. 

Card No.-----------Expr D.ate'-----

Name_· __ 

Address. __________________ _ 

----State Zip __ 

S1gna!ure'---------------

Sherwood International 
18714 Parth enia Street, Dept. SF? Northridge, Californ ia 91 234 

~------------------------------------------------------------. 
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BLACK MEDICINE 
The Dark Art of Death 
by N. Mashlro 

This book represents the most 
thorough and Intriguing discus
sion of the human body's vital 
points ever to appear In a single 
volume. Through strikingly rea
listic photographs and detailed 
line drawings , Mashlro Illustrates 
over 150 parts of the human body 
where a minimum ·amount of 
force will produce a maximum 
Impact on a person's ability to 
tight . The study of 

these lfnal points is Integral to all branches ot the martial arts, to 
the military combat specialist, and to everyone concerned with 
sell-defense . 
BM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $9.00 

THE POOR MAN'S 
JAMES BOND 

by Kurt Saxon 

THE POOR MAN'S JAMES BOND 
is the undisputed leader in the 1 / 

field of books on improvised I 
weaponry and do-it-yourself r' 

mayhem. It gives lull and simple 
instructions for making tear gas, 
explosives, firearms, silencers, 
poisons, zipguns , grenades. r 
knock-out drops, flame throwers 
and a wide variety of weapons. It · 
also tells you how to buy most of 
the needed chemicals from your grocery and garden store 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11 .DO 

HECKLER & KOCH • H & K FACTORY MANUALS 

41 
Illustrated, 50 detailed pages covering maintenance. operation. 
cleaning, accessories, Semi-Auto. Full Auto, and Burst Fire 
functions. 
HK 91 ............. $6.50 HK 93 .. $6.50 

Catalog $1 .0D • Money Orders Only • tn Store or by Mall 
SURVIV~L BOOKS 

11106 Magnolia Boulevard 
North Hollywood, California 91601 

(213) 763-0804 

"GET OUT OF JAIL 
FREE CARD" 
Studlea and ObseNatlons 
Group ID card 
Ari exact reprint of · the 
CIA/Covert Operations ID 
card carried by members ot 
the SOG (Studies and Ob
aerv1tiona Group) In SE 
Asia during the Vietnam 
era. 
" . . . Do not det1ln or ques
tion hlml He 11 authorized to 
wear clvlllan cloth Ing, carry 
unusual peraonal weapons, 
pau Into reatrlcted areas, 
requisition equipment or ell 
types ... " "If he I• kllled do 
not remove this document 

~:i~r:.1~1;~~~ :~"led~~~ 
RELIC ONLYI $5.00 

THE TERRORISTS 
Deiailed description of terrorists, their 
tactics and weapons. Includes a rogue's 
gallery of worldwide terrorist organiza
tions including objectives and methods. 
Numerous illustrations of terrorist wea-
pons. Hardbound, $14.95 

Wings 

U.S. Army parachute wings, black or silver, $2.00 
U.S. Navy and Marine Corps parachute wings, 

$3.00 
U.S. Army Senior or Master parachute wings, 

black or silver, $2.50 
U.S. Army miniature parachute wings, $2.00 
U.S. Army "Death from Above" parachute wings 

(Skl.111 with Airborne wlngs) .sllverfinfsh, clutch 
back, $4.95 · 
Airborne/Ranger wings $4.95 
U.S. Army Air Assault wings $2.95. 
U.S. Army Glider Assault wings, $3.95 
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Continued from page 6 

WHILE MAO 
SPINS .. . 

A mere stone's throw from Chair
man Mao Zedong's mausoleum is the 
Great Hall of the People, the edifice 
where the communist party gathers in 
congress. 

The Great Hall of the People also 
happens to be China's Great Dance 
Hall. A year ago, for the first time 
since the onset of the Cultural Rev
olution in 1966, the communists 
allowed the dancing to begin . 

Government organizations were 
permitted to rent rooms in the Great 
Hall for employee dances and at the 
start foreigners were allowed to mix 
with the Chinese. 

However, when foreigners began 
taking Chinese women home after the 
dances, party officials decided it 
would be more proper if foreigners 
could attend dances three nights a 
week and Chinese the other four. Also 
not proper is rock-and-roll. The music 
is generally polkas or tangos. 

It is not unusual for foreigners to 
be kept away from the Chinese peo
ple or to receive different treatment. 
At the Peking Hotel, for instance, or
dinary Chinese are not allowed while 
people from the West are. In res
taurants prices are calculated accord
ing to origin - Chinese guests pay 

TERRORIST EXPLOSIVE HANDBOOK: 

half the price Americans do. 

THE '36 
COUNTER-OLYMPICS ... 

When President Carter proposed a 
counter-Olympics to take some of the 
sting out of the boycott of Moscow's 
Olympic Games we assumed it was 
the first of its kind. 

But it's not. A New York Times 
story pointed out that communists 
backed a counter-Olympics in Bar
celona, Spain, in 1936 as a protest 
against Hit ler's Berlin Olympics. Mos
cow's Comintern was the behind-the
scene organizer of the Games s lated 
to start on July 16 with 5,000 par
ticipants drawn from 16 nations. 

But early that Sunday the revolu
tion led by Francisco Franco erupted 
on the streets of Barcelona. Short ly 
after the start of the rebell ion, a 
Catalan communist named Ramon 
Mercader rushed to the hotel housing 
the foreign athletes to help them . 
Mercader became famous four years 
later when he slammed an ice ax to 
the head of Leon Trotsky in Mexico. 

Several hundred of the athletes, 
who were socialists and communists, 
joined the street fighting in Barcelona 
and became the nucleus of the Inter
national Brigades. Also in Barcelona 
soon after that was a Comintern 
agent named Tito - today the ai ling 
President of Yugoslavia who 
Continued on page 78 

$5.95 

T-SHIRTS 
Available in S,M,L,XL. 

The Irish Republican Army by Jack 
McPherson. A concise, up to date intelli
gence report on the current IRA b.omb 
campaign throughout Great Britain. Learn 
the behind the scenes story of the battle 
between the world's most durable urban 
guerrilla movement and the counter
insurgency experts of the British military. 
Includes information never before avail
able to the American public on improvised 
explosives, delay devices. homemade 
mortars, letter bombs, incendiaries, car 
bombs, mine warfare, and British counter
measures. Illustrated with photos and 
drawings, $3.95 

TERRORISM STOPS HERE black on tactical tan 

CONGO MERCENARY: by Mike Hoare. 
Colonel "Mad Mike" Hoare is undoubted
ly the world's most famous living merce
nary soldier. In 1964 Hoare and his fellow 
soldiers of 5 Commando were all that 
stood between the European residents of 
the Congo and a hideous death at the 
hands of howling savages. This is the true 
story of 5 Commando, not what the world 
read in the newspapers! 318 pages, 
hardbound, photo illustrated, $14.95 

AIRBORNE - DEATH FROM ABOVE, Black and white on blue 

Original Foreign Legion 
Paratrooper Beret Badge, 
as worn from Dien Bien 
Phu to Shaba Province. 
This werld famous badge 
is also the unofficial mer
cenary insignia. Original 
French military manufac
ture. just $4.95 

Postage is extra. add $·1.50 

Our latest illustrated catalog of world 
wide military gear, $1.00 
When in Houston, visit our shop at 2409 
Times Blvd. 
LANCER MILITARIA 
P.O. BOX 35188 
HOUSTON, TX. 77035 
(713) 522-703ti 
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NEW PARATROOPER 
FOLDING STOCKS 

tor the M·1 Carbine and the Ruger 10/221 Walnut with 
blued ordnance steel, ready to Install. Fits all G.I . and 
commercial Carbines. (Specify mfg.) . ... . . . $49.95 

plus $2.00 shipping 
(Specify M·1 Carbine or Ruger 10/22.) 

BRAND NEW M·1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 
5-shot Magazine ... . . . $2.50 Scope Base, no drilling 
15-shot Maga>lne . . . .. $2.50 or tapping ... . . ... $10.95 
30-shot Magazine .... $3.50 Carbines, Cal. 30 Techn ical 
60-rd. Jungle Cllp·(Cllps Manual . .. .. . ..... $ 5.95 
2·30.rd . mags. together)$3.95 BRAND NEW RUGER 
Sling &Oller .. . . . .. $2.95 MINl-14 ACCESSORIES 
Mag. Pouch - holds 2 or 4 . 20-shot Magazine . S 8.95 
30rd. mags . . . . . . .$4.95 30-shot Magazine . S 9.95 

Mag. Pouch· holds 2 15 rd. Ventilated Stee l Hand· 
mags. or 4·5 rd. mags .. $1 .50 guard, Blue. . .. S 9.95 
Flash Hider . . . . ... . $1 0.95 Web Sling. _ $ 2.95 
Muzzle Brake .. - . - ... $10.95 NEW MINI 14 
Ventilated Steel Handguard SIDE FOLDING STOCK 

.$ 3.95 Wal nut W/blu ed ord i· 
Piston Nut Wrench - nance steel. Fits series 
(Double Ended) . - . - .$ 2.95 180 only $99.95 + $3.00 

l add 75• per item for shipping.) W~b Sling __ .. .. . . _ $ 
2

_
95 

~ £.-Et * TM 

.......--- - NEW S.W.A.T. COMBAT MAGAZINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SHOTGUN 

Increases shell capacity to 7 (18" or longer bbls .), 8 
(20"' or longer barrels), or 10 (26"' or longer bbls.) 
Made for Remington 870, 1100; Winchester 1200, 
SX-1; Browning 5·A; and Marlin 120. Instal ls easily 
without alteration. Full Warranty. Now used by the 
F.B.I., Secret Service and others. Include make, 
model & gauge when ordering. 
7 or 8 shot model .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . . ..... . . . $20.00 

NEW AR·15 & M-16 30 RO. MAGS I~ 
& NYLON POUCH 

New G.I. Nylon pouch with 3 30 rd. : , 
magazines. Only ..... . .... $21.95 ius ! 

(add $1 .00 per set for shipping .) ·----' 
NEW RUGER MINl·14 30 RD. 
MAGS. & NYLON POUCH 
New G.I. Nylon Pouch with 3 30-rd 
magazines .... . . . .. .. . . . .. . .. . . .. . . $29.95 

(add $1.00 per set for sh ipping) 

M·1 CARBINE 15·RD. MAGS & POUCH 
New G.I. pouch with 2 15-rd . magazines . . ... $5.00 

(add $1.00 per set for shipping) 

NEWS-SHOT TEAR~ 
GAS REVOLVER -
Fires 8-22. cal. tear gas · . • · 
cartridges or blanks in - _ 
seconds. Heavy-duty metal construction w/one· 
step ejection. Checkered grips. 
BLUE -$14.95 Sale Priced at only $8.95 
CHROME - $15.95 Sale Priced at only $9.95 
Hip Holster .. . .. ............... .. .. .. $2.00 
Tear Gas Cartridges - (10 per pack) .. . .... $2.00 
Extra-Loud Blanks - (100 per pack) .. .... . $3.00 

(Add $1 .50 for shipping .) 

THE BLACK BOOK OF DIRTY TRICKS 
"' Improvised Munit ions Handbook'", is the most 

sought·after, here-to-fore Impossible to obtain Army 
manual. Includes revealing chapters on: Improvised 
Explosives and Propellants ; Mines & Grenades; 
Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; 
Incendiary Devices; Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture Rocket Laun· 
chars, Pistols, Shotguns, and recoiless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials and much, much more! New 
expanded edition! Limited Number Available! 
ORDER NOW! . ..... . .. ONLY $10.00 postpaid 

10-shot model (Not available for 

Browning 5-A) · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · . · 535•00 BRAND NEW FACTORY FRESH (Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 

~ SCOPE MOUNTS, FLASH HIDERS AND COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 
OTHER GUN GOODIES 1 German Luger 9mm . . . . . $12.95 

1. ART AR-15/M-16 Scope Mount, developed for U.S. 0 2_ AR-151M_16 20.shot GI issue . .. $ 4.00 
Army s·nlper program · · .... · · · · · · · · · -- · · · · · S19·95 3 AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.I. issue . . $ 5.95 
1 ~iM~i~ ~h~~1B~~-1 ~eight . Fi.ring. ~~~i~e s1f 6.toR.- 4 AR-15/M-16/AR-180 40-shot, steel . . $24.95 
3. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing Device for SIG- 5. Ruger Mlni-14 30·shot 223 .. ... .. $ 9.95 

AMT H&K 91 & 93 FN 49 $16 oo• 6. Colt 45 Auto. all models, 7-shot . $ 5.00 
' ' - .. · · · .. · .. · · .. · · · · 7. Co lt.45 Auto, all models, 15-shot .. ... $15.00 

4. S.W.A.T. Combat Night Fi ring Device for M1 8. Colt 45Auto, 7-shot sta inless . . .$12.50 
Garand Rif le · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · s32.oo• 9. Colt 38 Super auto. all models . . . $ 7 .50 
5. S.W.A.T. Rifle Sling for Assault Rifles & Riot 10_ Browning 9 mm HI-Power, 13.shot .. . $15.00 

Guns, Black 1"' Nylon .. . ... $ 4.00 •s 
1 121 $25 oo 

6. Mlnl-14 Flash Hider . . .. $16.95fit~!'J-I?• pee a or · · · · • 0 7. M-16/AR-15 Ordinance & ~~ _i,:,- 11 . Browning 9 mm HI-Power, 22-shot ... . $20.0 
Armorer's Wrench . . . .... $12.00 - - - - 12. S&W Mode l 399mm auto . · · S 7.00 
'Also available In fluted M·14 style . same price. 13. Walther P·38 9mm · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · $12.00 

(Add 75¢ per magazine for shipping) 
Scopes and Mounts Install Instant ly and easily. Add SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY 
$1.00 per un it for shipping. BACK! 

NEW MILITARY SURPLUS BARGAINS!~ 
Items are Brand New-Direct 11 . M1949 Mounta in Sleeping · 

from the U.S. Government Contrac· B_ag , latest issue, mummy style, 
tors. The most rugged , dependable, over 6 V2 fee,t long . .. .. . . $49.95 
Combat-Proven Items available . ._.Do l 2. G.I. 1st Aid Kit, all emergency 
not confuse these ge·nuine Items with Items In G.I. OD case that fits 
cheap , Inferior Imports ,ottered on belt ... ... . ..... . . _ .... . $5.95 
elsewhere! ; 13. G.I. Flashl ight with extra filters 

1. USMC Camouflage Fatigue Suits , and bulb,O.D . .. . . . . .... . .. .. $4.95 

~~~~-l~~RPLUS ·-
U.S.A.F. SUNGLASSES 
12 karat gold·plated frames. 
Optica lly perfect glass lenses. 
Impact Res istant Smoke color 
lenses. G.I. Case included. The 
real thing ! Sale $19.95 

(add $1 .05 for shipping) 

SPECIAL SALE! 
BRAND NEW ORIGINAL 

G.I. M·65 
FIELD JACKETS 

These are the latest G.I. Issue 
Nylon/Cotton Construction with 
exclusive Government quarpel water 
repellent . Complete with hide-away 
zipper hood. Sizes: Small ,. Medium, ~ , 
Large, X·Large, regular length only. O.D.~lol'liilliO~~rfi 
Green or Leaf Pattern Camouflage. Sale, 
Priced at $39.95 (add $2.00 per jacket for shipping.) 
ORIGINAL G.I. M·65 COLD WEATHER FIELD JACKET 
LINERS. Sizes, S,M,L,XL .. . .. .. ... $16:95 ppd. 

~ '! KNUC:e K=;~ 1. $19.95 each 
Exact reproduction - brass handle, 6"' blade. 

Truly a collector's Item. Check local laws before 
ordering. You must be over 21 years of age to order. 
'Special 2 for $35.00 + $1.50 per knife for shipping. 

WAAMDE "PARALYZER" 
-~- TEAR GAS WEAPON 
"Paralyzer '" does what the narne implies. A heavy 
spray of tear gas shoots out to a range of up to 18 
feet. Causes violent coughing and sneezing and a 
tremendous burning sensation to the eyes, nose and 
throat and skin . Completely disables the assailant 
tor 10·15 minutes without causing permanent Injury. 
You must be over 21 years of age to order. No sales 
to California. Add $1. shipping 
POCKET MODEL . $4.95 ea. SPECIAL ·$36./dozen 
-POLICE MODEL . . . . $6.95 ea. SPECIAL ·$48./dozen 

BRITISH COMMANDO BATTLE 
JACKET L4src 
This attractive jacket is 

4
LL1 

,sJ brand new British government 
surplus. A lightweight, rugged, 

all-purpose Jacket made of 
tti ~~ O.D. color, heavy-duty denim. 0 ; May never be available again. 

' rf',..,· - • Sizes· S, M, L .. Only $9.95 
)'i~ "--- (plus $1 .50shipping) 

, -'-" _ ,J,..,.- ' •Please send height , chest 
, • ~~ and waist measurements 

tor an exact f it 1~ 
VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT The soft , '\':" ·-- -
collapsible hat made famous by our ~ ; 
troops in Vietnam. Very comfortable. 
Sizes: S,M,L, XL .. O.D. GREEN - 54.95 • 

CAMOUFLAGE - $4.95 ~ 
(Add 75' per hat for shipping.) 

"THE LITTLE BLACK BOX" 

Warning this de~lce Is not to be used for 
surveillance! Automatically starts recorder when 
telephone Is picked up. Records entire 
conversation ... Then automatically stops recorder 
when phone Is hung up ! Can be attached anywhere 
along the line - plugs Into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no Interference or noise on the phone. 

Extremely usefu l around the home or office for 
making ACCURATE and PERMANENT records of all 
Incoming and outgoing calls. MIN IATURE! Only 1"' x 
2" x 3"' 

Special Sale I Now Only . .. .. .. . . $29.95 
plus $1.00 shipping 

l"l i~~!l~~·r.11., Nev-ii Rare\ 

Quick-Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 
-. -. . .. .. . . . .. . $5.9S plus 75¢ shipping. 

100% Cotton, Latest Issue~ Sizes: 14. U.S. Army O.D. Plast ic Canteen 
Small and Medium only. Jacket and with latest Issue canteen cover $5.95 
pants, set . ........... . .. . . $39.95 15. Miiitary Police Peerless 
2. Latest Issue USMC Cam~ufla_ge Handcuffs . . . . .... . .. . .. . . $19.95 
Nylon Poncho . . .. .. ...... $24.95 16. New M-17 Gas Mask with filters 

BA, MC , COD's mav call 800-323-3233 - $25.00 Minimum phone order . 
111,lno is, Alaska , Hawa ii call 312-598-4466.PARELLEX CORP.Chicago Ridge, IL 
To o rder by mail use, the coupon below or separate sheet.Mai l with payment. 

3. G.I. Camouflage Poncho & bag . . . . . . . .. . . . .. $39.95 
Liners . ..... .. ... . .. . ... . $24.95 17. G.I. Vietnam Combat Pack, 
4. NEW! Genuine G.I. Lensatlc Com- used . . ... . . . .. ...... . .... . $4.95 
pass with nylon carrying case. The 18. Late issue U.S. Government 
l!!test Issue . . .. . .. ._ .. . . . . $29.95 C·Ratlons, 
5. G.I. 0.D. T Shirts, 100% cotton"' 12 mixed meals ... . . . . ... $34.95 

S,M,L,XL. Six of same size for $18.0u 19. Browning 9MM High Power Pistol 
6. Latest Issue U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flyer's Holster Canadian Army Issue . . $9.95 

Jacket, Fully reversible, sage green 20. Genuine British Commando 
and International Orange. Sizes: Knife, with black leather 
S,M,L,XL ... .. ... . . ·-· .. . ... $39.95 sheath . . , . . . . , ... . , . ..... $19.95 
7. Latest Issue N2B Short Parka with 21 . U.S.A.F. Survival Knife with 

hood - the ultimate cold weather leather sheath and sharpening stone 
Jacket. Sizes: Small, Medium, Large 5" blade . .... .. ... .. . . .... $11.95 
·$69.95 - XLarge · $74.95 22. U.S. Marine Corps Combat Knife 
8. Brand New arrival! U.S. Navy A·2 7' ' blade with leather sheath .. $12.95 

Cold Weather Deck Jacket Size: 23. U.S. Army Stainless Steel Pocket 
s
9
M,L, XL . .. . . . ... . ... .. ... $39.95 Kn I ft 4·blades, 1000 uses . . . .. $6.95 

biauct ~~~~ ::~ ~~t~. B~'.t. ~.o~~~~9s ~1th o~o. ~~';i~asMachets , 18" blade 
10. U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder Holster, sheath .. . ...... .. . . . .. . -~ 

5 auto and other large frame "All Items are new, genuine not 
OS, black leather . ' .. . . 'S19.95 lmriort Junk I Please add si.oo 

:~~m~~al1~~~~t a~~"ie/0 ' 
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--------------------------· 
Mail to : Parellex Corp. Box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 Dept. s.33 1 

I 
Please send fol lowing I 
-------------------~· 
-~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- · 
O Money Order O Check Enclosed $----------...,.----,-- I 

CHARGE TO MY: 0 Mastercharge 0 Visa/Ban kamerica Card 

IT I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I EXP DATE 1· 
Sat isfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! ILLINOIS RESIDENTS I 

INCLUDE SALES TAX 
My name is I 

I I li ve at ------------------ , 
_______ ____ State _____ ZIP-- --- f 

0 Please send new Illustrated catalog. $1 .00 enclosed. I· 
_________ c atalog free with order·---------! 

City 
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Sentinel Arms Co. 
Offers Mini 14 .conversion Parts! 

Flash Hider 
w/mllltary sights 

$29.50 

Military style 
vent Handguard 

$37.50 Blpos Assy. 
(Folds under gun when 

not in use) 

$42.95 

) 
Smoke 
• Maufaclured by 

Smith & Wesson 
$34.10 
(set of 3) 

• 3 Sec. fuze delay 
• Top quality 

Grenades 
Tear gas grenades same as above, 
but contains CN or CS gas $42.50 

"Night Site" 
Aimpoint Electronic Scope 

(Shown On Mini 14 Above) 

Limited Supply 

$168.00 
Order Now 

• 500-1,000 Hrs. operation on 1 set of batteries. 
• Rhoestate infinite adjustment for light intensity. 
• Effective in low level light situations. 
• Solid mount attaches to weaver bases. 
• Fully guaranteed by swiss mfgr. 

High Quality Paratrooper 
Fold Stock Assy .... ...... .. . . 
(Installed by us on your stock) 

. . . $84.55 

Also available as a complete 
unit on new stock. . .. Add $40.00 

PA RESIDENTS: Our new retail store at 1285 
Manheim Pike (Rt 72) opens in Lancaster, Penn. in 
late Sept. Stop in and see our large inventory of 
handguns, rifles and sporting goods. A copy of 
this ad gets you a FREE shooters bible. Sentinel 
Arms Co.'s amphibious tank will be on display at 
front of s tore - Register for free ride during open
ing days! 

NOTE: Orders now being taken for Sentinel Arms' 
Combat .44 mag. As shown FIRST in SOF issue 
Oct., 1979. Production is limited to 450, so reserve 
your serial number NOW. This special production 
gun is trimmed down versions of the Smith & 
Wesson Model 29, and features: 

• 2 1/2" BBC 
• Round butt 
• "Stainless" metallfe finish 
• Maggna Port 
• Light trigger pull 
• Special markings & serial numbers 001 thru 450 
• Pachner grips 
• Overall size just slightly larger than S&W Mod. 
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BRASS CATCHERS 
$37.50 $30.50 - AR·1'5 
$42.50 $35.50 - AR-180 

Thanks to large volume of orders, we are able to 
REDUCE the price of our brass catchers. 

FULL AUTO FANS: CONVERT your AR-15 to full auto! No " Rip off" gimmic to " file sear" etc. Our kit contains 
all six parts ~ecessary to change your AR to selective fire. Some minor machlng necessary to install auto 
sear. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... Parts Kit Instruction $140 

Don't feel like maching for auto sear, or want to be able to limit your gun to semi only by quick removal of 
sear? Our drop in auto sear eliminates all maching, and removes in seconds. . .. $65.00 

NOTE: Check your local and state laws ... it is i llegal to remanufacture your gun into a machine gun without 
first obtaining permission from A.T.F. - When ordering kit we will send blank forms at no charge, if re
quested. Do it legal and sleep nights! 

SOF'ers: Finding it hard to get the specialized guns you want? Tired of getting a blank stare or hearing " What 
anyone want somet in' like that for?" When you inquire about that rapid firing gun no "civilized" hunter would 
be caught dead wi th? 

SENTINEL ARMS HAS THE ANSWER! 

A.T.F. regulations allow you to buy the guns you want directly from the dealer with the best selection and 
most reasonable prices! Regardless of what state you live in, you can now purchase in person, or by mail that 
"hard to find" weapon direct from Sentinel Arms Co. We will then ship your firearm to a dealer in your area for 
delivery to you! This process takes only several days, except for full auto weapns, where in some state 
residents are not allowed ownership at all. (Check your local laws). Write or call for RAPID Service and Low 
Price! 
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SENTINEL ARMS CO. 
17 Olmstead Plaza 

Middletown, PA 17057 
Phone: (717) 944-1614. 

COMBAT PISTOL 
Continued from page 12 

If so, where can I write them to get this 
handgun restored? 

D.K.N., Jr. 
Lynn, Massachusetts 

A The American Bulldog revolver 
•was one of the original Sa1urday 

night specials. !1 wasn't very much good 
when it was built and ii is /ota!ly wor1hless 
now. If you need a weapon you need 
somelhing be/fer, and if you don't need ii 
don't bother wi1h · ii. 

-Jeff Cooper 

This month Ken Hackathorn discusses 
several items of interest to combat 
shooters, ranging from mail order equip
ment sources, to a midwestern subma
chine gun course, to techniques by which 
the shooter can improve his ability and 
better utilize his training time. 

A New York store now stocks the excel
lently designed Jones custom extend

ed-m'agazine catch for the Colt 1911 
pistol. Write Jim's Flye Shoppe, Dept. 
SOF, RD No. I, 9518 Rt. 60, Fredonia, 
NY 14063. Price is $19.95 postpaid. If one 
desires the best extended-magazine catch 
on the market, this is the one to have. 
Shooters with small hands will find the 
Jones design works.ideally and it can easi
ly be converted back to the stock con
figuration for duty us'e. It is simple to in
stall and can be changed in a matter of 
minutes. 

FOR years Gill Hebard Guns, Dept. 
. SOF, 125-129 Public Square, Knox

ville, IL 61448, has offered a complete line 
of accessories for the pistol shooter. 
Although most of the goods seen in Gil 
Hebard's catalog · are primarily intended 
for the target competitor, m~ny items may 
be of interest to the practical pistol 
shooter. If you do not have a copy of 
Hebard's catalog, I suggest you write for 
one at the abov.e address. It is too good to 
pass up. 

FROM time to time, the subject of the 
machine pistol comes up, and one 

often notes special interest in the sub
machine gun. Due to legal restrictions in 
~ome localities of the United States, many 
men have never had an. opportunity to be
come familiar with the common variety of 
submachine guns . Also, unless they are 
Class III dealers of automatic weapons, 
few shooters get to handle, let alone fi re 
the different types of SM Gs. Realizing the 
increasing interest in the use of the sub
machine gun and its role in the weaponry 
spectrum, John Wetzel of Wetzel Arms 
Company has undertaken to satisfy this 
interest. Wetzel Arms Co. will offer a sub
machine gun fam iliarization study on July 
18-19, 1980. Its purpose is to introduce 
the student to various types o f sub
machine guns: Swedish K, UZI, Sterling, 
MAC 10, Walther MPL, H&K MPS, MP 
40, M3A- I, PPs43, Thompson and other 
Continued on page 75 
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FLAK 
Continued from page 14 
saying, "There must be disarmament of 
everybody, not only the whites. There are 
many guns around, and we want to re
move them. We want this to be achieved 
in as short a period as possible. The peo
ple now have the power, so I don't see any 
reason why they should have these indi
vidual firearms. If we want them to be 
armed, we will arm them properly." 

So if the "people" truly do have the 
power, and if the government is satisfied 
to let them keep it, there should be no ob
jections to letting the people keep their in
dividual firearms. 

The above worn-out scenario is all too 
familiar. After the weapons are locked 
up, the freedom of the people will be lock
ed up as well. 

Truly, 
Thomas A. Drescher 
Columbus, Ohio 

STUDENT SPEAKS 
FOR DRAFT ... 

Sirs: 
Lately, there has been a lot of talk of 

the draft coming back. My personal feel
ings are that it should be reinstated, but at 
my school about 65 percent oppose it. I 
am from a family of soldiers, and it seems 
to me that persons who live here and live 
off America's progress should serve their 
country. 

I am a JROTC and I will enlist next year 
in the Army Reserve (I'm 16). 

If only our teachers would teach us 
students how to despise communism and 
those despicable Russians. I am glad that 
your magazine allows us patriots to ex
press ourselves without ridicule . 

Sincerely, 
Paul Bonham Woodard 
Plano, Texas 

TEXAS TV 
HATCHET JOB ... 

Sirs: 
I object to the malicious, unfair, 

slanted coverage given by a Ft. Worth 
television station to SOF. For your infor
mation, the interview with Dan Medina of 
KXAS, an NBC affiliate, was twisted into 
an uncompromising condemnation of 
your publication . 

While I personally don't care for some 
of SOF's contents, it contains mostly 
useful and even in a few cases vital infor
mation . I was outraged that absolutely no 
mention was made of "the other 80 per
cent" of the magazine. 

Frankly, because of this one-sided 
coverage, I took a second look at SOF 
myself and now intend to subscribe. 

Sincerely, 
Griffin T. Murphey, D.D.S. 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Thanks to Dr. Murphey and our loyal 
Texas readers who have sent us their 
reports - and tapes - of this TV series. 
-The Eds. 
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WA.TI;HUA.l\lg 
Indestructable Nylon Band with Exclusive 
Crystal Cover Strap! 

•Protects your Watch• 
•conceals Nighttime Glow• 

Heavy-Dut y . Res in Trea ted Type 8 Mil -Spec 
Web. 1-23132". Sewn w ith n ylon thread . 
Near ly ind es tructable and wi ll not rot. Hook
n-Loop closu res sec ure th e cover and our 
unique double -loc kin g wrist band . Will not 
come off eve n un de r stress. Wash able. 
Measure. wris t to nea rest 114" and spec if y 
color . Olive, Black, Sage Green, Navy. 
-- Order now, only $5.50, postpaid . 

BRIGADE'S KNIFE POUCH 
A fitting accesso ry for most pocket knives. Made of th e same 
mat eri a l _as our Com ma ndo Watchb a nd. Regular s ize fi ts most 
pocket knives and a ll wi dth belt s. Hook-n-Loop protective fl ap 
keeps knife safe a nd read y w hen you ne ed ii. Same co lor choices. 
PCH-ST, only $3.95 
PCH-XL, Extra Large s ize for Buck size knives and C hampion. 
Specify type. Olive, Black or Tan. Just $4.95 

NYLON PARAPACK COMMANDO WALLET 
Made to our s pec ification s . Rugged Parapack or Cord ura N y lon 
Cloth . Durab le , Wa ter n!pe ll e nt fini s h. Rugged. 5 pocke t wa ll et. 
s to ws l.D., Credit Card s and Money. Ve lcro® s tr ip keeps wa ll e t 
sec urely closed. Rot res is tant, floatahl e, washab le , form fitting a nd 
might y comfort a ble. Now ava il ab le in Olive, Black, Red, Brown, 
Blue and Camouflage. Now $8 .25 postpaid 

Order lh ese acl ton producls by sending your check or mone y orde r to · 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. MONEY BACK 
Bo x 108-L, Powder Spri ngs , Ca. 30073 
Phone Orders [404) 943-9336 GUARANTEE 
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I WAS THERE 
by Det. Lt. Joseph M. Deoma 

as told to M.L. Jones 

Detective Lt. Joseph M . Deoma joined 
the Shaker Heights, Ohio, Police Depart
ment on 9 May 1962, and served as a 
pa.trolman in the uniform division until 
June 1969, when he was transferred to the 
police department radio room. As he tells 
it: 

M ONDAY, 2 February 1970, was a 
fairly routine day until late in the 

afternoon when I received a report of a 
man shot and shots fired on Fernway 
Road . I assigned two patrolmen to check 
out the report and turned to face the radio 
console. 

Suddenly, the room filled with blinding 
light and a noise like a gigantic vacuum 
cleaner. 

I thought, "My God, I've been elec
trocuted ." The noise and vibration 
sounded remote until I heard screaming. 
It was Miss Pagliaro, a civilian secretary 
who had been standing by me in the radio 
room . I tried to open my eyes and focus 
them but was unable to. · 

I said , "I think I am blind," and my 
calmness helped her. She now told me the 
whole building just seemed to fall apart 
and collapse. We were partially buried by 
concrete from the walls with large chunks 
of concrete rubble all around us. 

We could hear cries for help from other 
parts of the building. I thought I could see 
electrical sparks and I could hear tele
phones ringing. I wondered why no-one 
answered the phone. 

Then I realized that I had some vision 
but I couldn't move . I kept hearing some
one cry, "Oh God, help me, help me." 

Finally, we heard loud, excited voices 
somewhere in the darkness and then a 
voice close by. 

Shaker Heights, 
Ohio, Police 

Department on 
3 February 
1970, after 

bombing. 
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Someone told me, "We're taking Miss 
Pagliaro out now and we'll be back for 
you." I must have kept blacking out 
because it seemed no time before that 
same voice returned and said, "We're get
ting out now." 

I felt myself being carried out. My car
riers stumbled through darkness until I 
could see indistinct faces and felt cold·air. 
I was placed in a vehicle and I heard voices 
and sirens all around me. 

One voice said, "Someone pick up his 
arm so it doesn't drag on the floor of the 
squad." 

I thought, "I'll raise my own arm," but 
nothing on my body wanted to work . 

Another voice said, "He looks pretty 
bad. You better hurry." I could feel the 
vehicle and hear the siren and the voices 
of people in the vehicle with me. 

I thought, "I'm going to die and I don't 
know what killed me." I thought of my 
wife and three children and felt very much 
alone but not afraid . 

Then I remember a sudden rush of air . I 
opened my eyes and looked into those of a 
bearded man, the doctor treating me in 
the local hospital's emergency room. 

When I next opened my eyes, I saw my 
wife, Donna, standing beside me . I told 
her, "Hon, I chipped my front tooth." 

I later found out both interior and ex
terior jugular veins on the left side of my 
neck were severed, I had multiple lacera
tions of the head and body and a deep cut 
on the left arm and bicep muscle. When I 
arrived at the hospital, I had no blood 
pressure or discernible pulse. I was treated 
first in emergency and remained in surgery 
for five hours before being placed in in-

tensive care in critical condition for five 
days . 

As I was recovering, I learned the police 
building had been bombed by a young 
mental patient who had first shot his 
psychiatrist on Fernway Road . He was 
killed by his own device when it went off, 
apparently prematurely. 

Eyewitness accounts described a muffl
ed roar from inside the building and then 
the roof's lifting into the air. The walls fell 
outward and the roof crashed down onto 
them. Of the 18 people in the building 
when it blew up at 5:13 p .m., the only 
fatality was the man who planted the 
bomb. 

Y<' 
IT HAPPENED 

TOME 
by James T. Speirs 

as told to M.L. Jones 

James T. Speirs, now a technical writer 
and consultant in San Diego, Calif., serv
ed with the U.S. Marine Corps from 1966 
to 1969, including combat infantry tours 
with the 9th Marine and 4th Marine 
Regiments. In February 1967 he was a cor
poral with 319, "Mike" Company, at the 
Rockpile on the DMZ in Vietnam. 

"The Rock, " located past Camp Car
roll on Highway 9, was shelled at will by 
NV A gunners from inside the DM Z, Mut
ter 's Ridge and the "Razorback. " That 
night, as he tells it: 

I stood watch on the perimeter of this 
vulnerable island with a Marine who 

had been in-country for two weeks. He 
was not adapting well and his "hyper" 
state made it impossible for me to sleep. 

At about 0200, pebbles - dirt or rocks 
(we never found out which) - began to 
fall into our "fighting hole." 

"Rock apes," I thought. The Rock pile 
was the home of hordes of small mon keys 
in the absence of combat troops. 

The pebbles rattled down . The "boot" 
Marine next to me was by now in a state 
of panic, and I too was concerned. VC 
sappers often probed the Rockpile in 
hopes of getting the perimeter to open fire 
in order to locate our automatic weapons. 
They would then call in mortars and 
152mm artillery pieces with pinpoint ac
curacy. 

I informed the company CP of the 
situation on our ancient PRC-10 and was 
advised to use illumination grenades. 

After three "illums" in 20 minutes, the 
pebbles still continued dropping, as if 
mocking our attempt to reveal their 
source. 

I again called the CP and told them I 
was going to throw a fragmentation 
grenade. I threw one and its explosion 
shattered the night's heavy blackness . 
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Within five minutes the pebbles began 
dropping once more. 

The Marine beside me had forgotten his 
"frags," leaving them two holes over to 
our left. He started to go get them. 

"No," I said. "Stay here and use 
mine ." I had mine in my jungle utilities, 
right thigh pouch - fi ve "frags," pins 
straightened for quick use. 

Staring hard in to the darkness, trying to 
est imate distance, I told my fe llow Marine 
to get a "frag" from my pocket. Panic
st ricken , he grabbed a grenade and reefed 
it out of my pouch. As he pulled it out , I 
fe lt the spoon catch and pu ll the pin from 
another grenade. 

I froze and fe lt the force of the spring
loaded spoon pop against my thigh. 

"No chance," I thought , "I have no 
chance. Fi ve grenades, five seconds 
they' ll send me home in an envelope . 

"Let me run, God, fast and get away !" 
I still had to reach into my pocket. One, 
two , pawing for Number 3, knowi ng my 
time was up -

BOOMM!! The explosion ripped the 
night apart and I half laughed, half vom
ited, thinking of my incredible luck. 

I'd grabbed the right grenade. I was too 
emotionally exhausted to con front my 
totally inept companion whose lack of 
composure caused the incident. In two 
days he would die in a nameless firefight 
along High way 9. 

The pebbles continued to drop unt il 

dawn. ~ 

T F you have a combat or adventure 
Ltory for "It Happened to Me" or 
"I Was There, " triple-space type it 
and send it to SOF, P. 0. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306, Att: M .L. Jones. 
All stories should be 500 words or less. 
Upon publication, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights. Sub
mitted articles are subject to editing 
and revision, although their content 
and theme will not be changed. Photos 
are also helpful. Enclose a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope so we can 
notify you of acceptance or return of 
your story. A rticle payment is $50, 
upon publication . All entrants will 
receive an SOF patch. 
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l INGRAM·MAC M10 & M11 
I (.380, 9MM, .45) 

I Operation and maintenance manual contains 35 i i· 
lustrated, detailed pages . Info on operation , 

l disassembly, c leaning , main tenance. . $4.40 

I Money Order or Credit Card Only 
I IN STORE or BY MAIL • Catalog $1 .00 

I SURVIVAL BOOKS 
I 11106 Magnolia Boulevard 
I North Hollywood, Callfomla 91601 I 
L (213) 763-0604 l ------------------JULY/80 

Tired of BORING Gun Magazines & RIPOFF Weapons Plans? You NEED 

PMA ·the weapons building magazine 
designed to increase your firepower .•. 

I I 
Want to build your own small arm s, ... Articles that show yo u how to fabricate 
not read about them in magazines weapons in the home workshop. Prac· 
that censor the vi tal construc tion tical easy-to-understand'designs. 
specificat ions for " your own good?" Helpful " how to " illustrations 
PMA is what you "ve been looking for . and a NEW Loose Leaf format ! 

I I 
These Subjects are . , , . . . ... Featured in PMA Vol. 2! 

VOLUME TWO-ISSUE ONE 

• M10·M11 SMG Si lencers-Specs For 
Ho mebuilding ALL Th ree Versions 

•How To Obtain ALL MAC - SMG Parts 
• The Command0Carb1ne-J . M1nnery 
• Popular Macrimmg Magazine Re111ew 
• lmpro111sed Hand Grenade Plans 
• Long Barreled AR -7 Silencer 
•lmpro11ed Flashpowder Formula 
• Ant1-Terrons1 Grena(lc Report 
• 60mm Mortar Rounds For S6 
•Forging 81mm Mortar Rounlls 
•Hydraulic Arbor Press Plans 
• An11-Tank Miss ile Update 
• Sources-Cannons/Av1at1on Part s 

VOLUME TWO-ISS UE TWO 

•Infrared/Starl ight Scope Survey 
• Terrons ! Marketplace Reporl 
• .22 Ad le Illuminated N1gr11s1gh1 
• 60mm Mort ar Round Plans/Specs 

Includes Original US Production 
OrawingslComplete Loading Into 

• Workshop Aluminum Casting 
• Electric Tngger·Aemotel FuU Auto 
Firing Setup For Any Semi Au to 

• Iron Cast mg Furnace tn lo/Pan s 
• Bow Launched Fragmenting Grenade 
• Frame Plans Source/MlO·Ml 1 SMG 
• 60mm Mortar Barrel/Basecap Plans 
• Pancho Villa Recruiting Pos1e1 

• • • NOW AVAILABLE 
IN BOOK FORM! ! ! ! 

Illust rated Dictionary of 
19th Century Weapons A-Z 

Homemade Guided Missile 
Solid Fuel Radio Controlled 

to ANYONE with a HOME WO RKSHOP
E11en ii you AREN"T a Weapon s BUI LDER. 

* Why This Magazine Is Different * 
The Poor Man 's Armorer is unl ike any gun maga

zine you 've ever read. No slick advertisemenls put 
oul by the firearms indLtSlry . In fact. very few ads 
al all. Our coverage of the weapons fi eld is unique 
Look at the subjects we cover in Volume 2 PMA. 
We"re sure you"ll l ind more interesting articles and 
pro1ec 1s in PMA than in any gun magazine on lhi:! 
market . Our format is unique too. Each issue is 40 
pages long . prin ted o n 8 1h x11 paper and 3-nole 
punc hed for binder inse rt io n. We th ink you 
deserve more for your money than you've been 
Qet tinQ. 

VOLUME TWO-ISSUE THREE 

• Mini 14-Silencer & Flash Hider 
PlansJlnlo On 8u1lding·Mounting 

• Par1s/Ammo For S~lenced R1lles 
• 1937 Armored Car PholOsJlnfo 
• De LisleCarbine-Ong1nal Patents 
• Low Casi Sheetmetal Stampmg And 
Pressform1ng With 0 1emaking In fo 

• Review Ot Sta1ligh1 Scope Plans 
• 60mm Monar·Basepla1e/B1pod/ 

Buller And Mounting Collar Plans 
• Foundry Work W1lh Foam Pallerns 
For Quick And Easy Meral Casting 

• Special Shop Tools / J1gs/Fouures 
• Into On Landmine Production 

VOLUM E TWO-ISSUE FOUR 

•Mini 14 Folding StockNented 
Handguard Plans/Construction Info 

• Takedown Blowgun Plans-Includes 
Into On Several Types o f Darts 

• 60mm Mortar S1gh!IAl1gnment 
Controls/Fmal Mortar Assembly 

• Armbrust Silent Anti -Tank Weapon 
• Tempering Furnace lnlo/Diagrams 
• Special Fea1ure Leng th Section On 
Making Body And Vehicle Armor 
Matenats Include Ke11lar/ l exan/ 
Kiln Fired Ceramic-Fiberglass M ix 
Cutting/Mounting In fo Included 

• Complete lndex-PMA VOLUM E TWO 

The BOUND EDITION 
oi PMA ·Volume One 
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CHOPPED 
AND CHANNELED 

Sentinel Arms
Smallest 44 Magnum 

by Lee Jurras 

WITHOUT debat ing the philosophies 
of the auto-loader vs . the wheel gun 

as a combat weapon , let 's just say that for 
the wheel gun advocate , the new custom / 
com bat "limited edition" by Sentinel 
Arm s Co. should be received with great 
interest. 

Altho ugh proba bly no t the fir st 
2 Y2- inch barreled 44 magnum, the "limit
ed edition" is th e fir st to be available in 
signifi cant quantiti es. This nifty co nver
sion is the brainchild of Grant Stapleton, 
head honcho at Sentinel Arms Co . of 
Midd letown, Pa . Stapleton, working in 
coll abo rati on with Austin Behlen o f th e 
Custom Gunshop, (Dept. SOF, 725 
Lehigh Ave. , NJ 07083) , is offering a 
limit ed edition of 450 unit s. Although th e 
co nvers ion work wi ll be done at Behlen 's 
sho p , all guns wi ll be mark eted throu gh 
Sentinel Arms Co. 

The "limited edition " co nversion start s 
wit h any S&W Model 29. The potenti a l 
bu yer can ship his Model 29 to Sentinel 
Arms for convers io n or can purchase th e 
en tire un it outright. Eac h unit 
regardless of origin - will be seri al 
num bered I of 450 , 2 of 450, etc . 

Sentinel and Magna-Port 

Sentinel Arms has signed an agree
ment with Magna-Port to make the entire 
weapon on order. All 44 magnum snub
bies will be turned out by Magna-Port. 

Starting with th e standard Model 29, 
the barrel is cut and crow ned to 2 Y2 in
ches, with the standard S&W front sigh t 
relocated. Then the square butt is cut and 
ground to S&W round-butt configura
tion , wi th necessary modifications to the 
mainspring . The pro totype gun I tested 
had no modification fo r the strain screw, 
and typical of the Model 29, backed o ff 
from recoil after so me 500 rounds, result 
ing in two light primer hits with subse
quent misfires during a fast double-action 
session on some running jack rabbits. 
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During a subsequ ent phone call to Beh
ler!, I was informed that all " producti o n " 
mo dels will have a set sc rew inst a ll ed to 
stake th e strain screw at the proper settin g 
- a plausible answer to those Model 29 
owners who have resort ed to Lock-tit e . 

The in stallation of a crane or yok e lock 
is th en made . This is simpl y a spring
loaded ball detent fitt ed in th e yo ke; in th e 
closed or locked position the steel ba ll 
det ent s to a seat in the fram e direc tl y 
under the barrel. Several pistolsmiths use 
a similar crane lock . It is the person al feel
in g o f the author that the warping o r 
bending of the crane wh en subj ected to 
the recoil of th e 44 is not this simple to 
a ll ev iat e. However , in a ll fa irness to thi s 
conversio n , after some 1, 500 + rounds th e 
crane on the tes t gu n has not shown a ny 
ap preciable bending. 

Artistry in Trigger Pull 

Now comes the bea ut y part to wheel
gun lovers . The single- and double-actio n 
pulls a re artistry. T he single action broke 
at a crisp 1 Y2 pounds and the naw less 
double ac tion at a smooth six pounds . 

The slick act ion work is a rrived a t in 
an unusual manner. · Austin Behlen, with 
the assistance of an associate, has 
developed a patented process known as 
"micro/finish," bas ically a chemical ap
plication. Applied after the normal debur
ring and stonin g o f cont ac t surfaces, th e 
"micro / fini sh " act ually changes the 
molecular st ruct ure of the surface metal, 
res ulting in glass-smooth co nt act surfaces. 
Behl en would not elabo ra te on the depth 
of this molecular chan ge, but present tests 
indi cate it is adequate. 

The standard extern al finish is Metali fe 
Industries, Chromium SS plating. Pach
mayr "Signature" grips are sta ndard, as is 
Magna-porting. Magna-porting, co mbin
ed with the Pachmayr neoprene grips and 
th e round-butt fram e a ll contribu te to a 
lack of expected reco il in a 44 magnum o f 

this configuration. To experienced 44 
users it is a pleasure to shoot, and con
trollability in the double-act ion mode has 
to be tried to be appreciated. 

When field testing a combat-type ha nd
gun I've always felt machine-rest testing, 
or shootin g groups over sandbags was a 
crock, best left to gun writers with 
nothing better to do . The gun either 
shoots when held in two grimy mitts, or it 
don't. I was able to connect on run n ing 
j ac ks at 35-65 yards with both factory and 
handloads . Lying over the hood of my 
pick-up, I was able to keep most shot s o n 
a quart oil can at 100 yard s. Those shots 
that were misses , I a ttributed to me rat her 
tha n the gun or loads. On head- a nd 
shoulder-size boulders at 200 yards, th e 
dude being shot at would have dove for 
cover had he been able a fter the fi rst two 
sighters . To my way of thinking, th is is 
field accuracy and more than adequate fo r 
usual handgun combat ranges. 

In the ballistics department , I chro
nographed both the Remington and 
Federal 240-gr . SP fac tory loads. The 
Federal averaged l, 126 f.p .s ., with th e 
Remington clocking 1, 112 f.p. s. The 
Federal gave an extreme spread of 52 
f.p.s . with a standard deviati o n of 19, 
while the Remin gton load had an extreme 
spread of 89 f.p.s . and a sta ndard devia
tion of 34. 

Velocity and Spread 

While the velocities are not bad, the 
extreme spread and · standard deviation o f 
both factory loads indicate lack of 
uniform burning, which is to be expected 
in this ultra-short barrel. As a com
parison, the same Federal 240-grainer 
clocked I , 165 f.p.s . in four-inch barrel, 
and 1,325 f.p .s. from a six-inch tube, so 
the potential user of the "limited-edition" 
model is only sacrificing 40 f.p.s. less th an 
the standard four-inch barrel, but so me 
200 f.p.s. less than the six-inch version. 
The 44 mag . consumer sho uld realize that 
domestic 44 mag. cartridges are designed 
for maximum velocity in barrel s from 6 Y1 
to 8 Y2 inches. 

The handloader, by using the proper 
selection of projectile/propellant com
binations, can improve the ballistics of his 
short and ultra-short barrel conversions . 
Without particularly trying to develop a 
load for the "limited-edition " model, I 
loaded some 180 and 265 bullets for a 
comparison test. A 180-gr. Sierra was 
backed by 14.5-gr. Unique, and a CCI 350 
primer in new Remington cases . The 
average velocity from the 2 Y2-inch barrel 
was 1,280 f.p.s. with an extreme spread of 
41 f.p.s. and a standard deviation o f 17. 
The 265-gr. Hornady bullet, _backed by 
17 .0 gr. of Blue Dot , same primer and 
case; gave 1,135 f.p.s . velocity, an ex
treme spread of 46 f.p.s. and a standard 
deviation also of 17. Clearly , both loads 
with their faster propellants gave more 
uniform burning. The 265-gr. load is 
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within accepted pressure levels, and gave 
easy extraction, and with its thin jacket 
and soft core should offer excellent man
stopper qualities, without excessive pene
tration. 

For the high velocity fan, the -180-gr. 
load should prove equally effective. 
Should these velocities seem low, remem
ber we are talking of 180-265-gr. bu llet 
weight with 44-diameter projectiles, from 
a 2 Yi -inch barrel. _,,, 

All in all , I found the Sentinel Arms 
"limited edition" an interesting concept, 
concealable , and of first-class workman
ship. Price is $250 in blue with standard 
action. Chromoloy finish is $85 extra, 
"micro-finish" $50 extra . 

UPPER RIGHT: Sentinel Arms combat 
conversion shows concealability factor. 
Hand holding gun wears size 10 glove, 
about national average for males. 41 oz. 
weight is two ounces less than standard 
four-inch version. 

CENTER: Lee .Jurras shoots Sentinel 
Arms "Limited Edition" in full recoil 
with Remington 240-grain load. Notice 
lack of muzzle rise . 

RIGHT: Location of S&W front sight, 
Magna-porting, rounding of rear sight 
blade. Although generally excellent 
conversion, author feels full -size 
standard hammer surface should be 
reduced by half. All other features point 
to concealability and fast-draw 
capability. 
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DOWN BUT NOT OUT 

U.S. Pilots Escape and Evade in 
Pacific During WWII 

"}didn't see the Zero behind me," says 
retired Maj. Gen. Marion E. Carl, 

USMC, veteran of the Battle of Midway 
and a top WWII Marine fighter ace and 
test pilot, recalling that September after
noon off Guadalcanal in 1942. 

With his Grumman Wildcat hit from 
below and behind, Carl bailed out over 
the Pacific and bobbed about in the water 
for four hours before curious natjves pad
dled out to investigate. They hauled him 
aboard their canoe and took him to their 
leader, a ·Fiji medic named Ronnie. 

"I wanted to get back to Henderson 
Field," Carl declares, "and I knew I'd 
come down east of it. I asked Ronnie to 
help me and he showed me an ancient 
motorboat that had quit running long 
ago. 

"I tinkered with its engine but couldn't 
get it started," C<!-rl says, "so we decided 
to walk." Soon they met a group of na
tives who told them an estimated 2,000 
Japanese had landed between them and 
Henderson Field. · 

"Since the Imperial Army owned that 
part of the island, I decided not to contest 
its claim," Carl grins. He returned to the 
boat and stripped and reassembled the 
motor, until it finally sputtered to life. 
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by Barrett Tillman 

Four days later, he reached American
controlled waters and walked into Hen
derson Field. Here he discovered his 
squadron-mates, assuming he was dead, 
had already distributed his personal ef
fects. 

"That didn't bother me," Carl says. "I 
just asked for another Wildcat." Before 
leaving the Canal in October 1942, he shot 
down four more Japanese planes. 

Escape and Evasion 
in the Pacific 

Owing to the nature of aviation general
ly and warfare specifically, it was in
evitable that downed airmen from 
December 1941 through August 1945 
would face many dangers in the Pacific. 
Fliers brought down over Europe or 
Africa had problems but in the PTO 
(Pacific Theater of Operations) they were 
faced with a variety of hazards from both 
nature and man. 

The aviator who came down in the 
English Channel or the North Sea could 
freeze to death in a few hours. In North 
Africa he could become lost in hundreds 
of square miles of desert. But once on 
land , the flier's chances of survival were 

generally good. He might not escape cap
ture, but at least he was free of drowning, 
shark attack, starvation or other unplea
saritries associated with prolonged time in 
the water. In Europe the Allied flier 
resembled the local population, often 
spoke the language and stood a fair 
chance of finding friends to help him 
escape. 

If U.S. or British airmen evaded irate 
German civilians (who naturally resented 
strangers dropping bombs on them every 
day), his captors were generally correct , if 
not always pleasant. The Luftwaffe and 
German army, inheritors of the Prussian 
military tradition, accorded POWs such 
rights and protection as required by inter
national law. Excesses were perpetrated 
largely by the SS or Gestapo. 

Dangers ranged from 
headhunters to malaria. 

But consider the plight of the Army, 
Navy or Marine flier forced down in the 
Pacific. Even assuming he reached land, 
his safety could not be taken for granted . 
In most areas he found few friends and 
certainly did not speak the local dialect. 
Remember that some sectors of the South 
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Pacific - portions of Ne:w Guinea, for 
example - were populated by headhunt
ers. Add to this the widespread presence 
of tropical diseases, reptiles and a hostile 
climate. In short, the downed aviator had 
to survive before he could hope to evade 
or escape. Therefore, simply enduring his 
surroundings became the major factor. 

Americans were ill-prepared to cope 
with such a situation when the war began . 
Single-engine aircraft did not always carry 
rubber rafts, and the pilot's sole article of 
survival equipment was his Mae West. 
Early examples had to be blown up by 
mouth, but an improved model soon ap
peared with carbon dioxide bottles which 
allowed instant inflation. 

Throughout most of 1942, U.S. Navy 
and Marine fliers had no personal escape 
or survival kits. Dive bombers and 
torpedo planes - most notably the Doug
las SBD and Gruman TBF - carried two
or three-man rafts, but they were difficult 
to deploy. They were only accessible if the 
aircraft remained afloat long enough to 
retrieve them from a fuselage compart
men t. These rafts were usually equipped 
with baS'ic survival gear such as small 
fishing kits and signal devices, but were 
apparently seldom used; they frequently 
went down with the plane. 

Four oranges for six 
for 24 days. 

Larger aircraft often afforded more op
portunity to retrieve survival gear. Multi
engine types usually floated longer, owing 
to their greater bouyancy, but even that 
was no guarantee. Capt. Eddie Ricken
backer, America's top War War I ace , 
was on a Pacific tour in October 1942 
when forced down enroute to New 
Guinea. His five -man B-17 crew deployed 
two large rafts and a smaller one, but 
overlooked the food and water packets. 
While debating whether to fetch them 
from the plane, the B-17 sank. 

The six men took stock of their sup
plies, limited to fishing .gear without bait , 
a first-aid kit, raft repair kit, signal pistol 
and four small oranges. For 24 days they 
bobbed in 12-foot swells, endured blister
ing sun and torrential rain. They caught a 
few fish and Rickenbacker managed to 
grab a seagull which lit on his head. But 
one gull did little to pacify five starving 
men. By then, one had died of exposure. 
When finally rescued, each survivor had 
lost 40 to 55 pounds. 

As a general rule, the only equipment 
which aviators carried during the war's 
fi rst year was whatever they acquired 
themselves. "We weren't issued survival 
eq uipment as such," Gen. Carl recalls. 
"Most of us ju.st had a pistol and a hunt
ing knife and maybe a small first-aid kit 
clipped to our web belts." 

By early 1943, measures had been taken 
to improve personal survival and escape 
gear. A waterproof seat pack was attach
ed to parachute harnesses, containing an 
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UPPER LEFT: Affectionately called "Dumbo," 
PBY Catalina amphibian was widely 
employed in air-sea rescue operations 
throughout Pacific during WWII. 

ABOVE: Maj . Marion Carl, USMC, lighter ace 
in Battles of Midway and Guadalcanal, 
repaired dilapidated motorboat after being 
shot down in September 1942. On return to 
Henderson Field, he found he'd been reported 
KIA. 
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individual raft with repair kit, first-aid kit 
with sulfa powder , basic fishing gear; 
signal mirror, hand paddles, bailing 
bucket and emergency rations. The latter 
included chocolate bars - "the dark, 
hard kind you can't get anymore," recalls 
one Marine pilot. In fact, candy of any 
sort was favored as additional material 
since it was popular witl) most nativ.es. 
Otht;:r trinkets included Australian 
money, razor blades and all manner of 
religious objects. Catholic and Seventh 
bay Adventist missionaries active in the 
Solomons before the war turned many is
landers toward the Allies and frien dly 
natives made possible the famous "coast
watcher" system. 

Maxwell found crocodiles 
and coastwatchers. 

One pilot who benefitted from the new 
survival gear and the coastwatchers was 
Lt. Ug) W.R. Maxwell of Navy Fighter 
Squadron 11. On 2 May 1943, Maxwell's 
Wildcat was involved in a mid-air collision 
which severed the tail of his F4F. He bail
ed out, landing in the water south of 
Vangunu Island in the New Georgia 
Group, nearly 200 miles northwest of 
Henderson .Field. As t}Je squadron's 
equipment officer, Bob Maxwell was well 
versed in use of his gear. The South 
Carolinian rigged an improvised sail and 
reached Tetipari three days later. For the 
next week he walked the length of the 
island, encountering a crocodile which 
claimed dominion over a coral channel, 
but saw no Japanese. 

On the 13th, Maxwell launched his rub
ber raft for Rendova, where he met na
tives qf the local coastwatcher's network. 
Dick Horton, a prewar district officer in 
the area, sent for Maxwell and passed him 
along to Donald Kennedy, the famous 
coastwatcher who aided in the rescue of 
John F. Kennedy's PT-boat crew. 

The Zero sliced at his feet. 

When Maxwell returned to Guadalca
nal in a PBY seaplane on the 17th, he had 
spent 16 days in enemy-occupied territory. 
The next two months were spent in a 
hospital, recovering . His safe return was 
typical of hundreds made possible by the 
courageous, . resourceful Australians. 

But not all pilots made it safely to the 
ground or water. The Japanese apparently 
made a standard practice of shooting 
enemy airmen in their parachutes, or 
strafing them once they landed. During a 
large air raid on the Russell Islands on 12 
June 1943, Marine Corsairs and New Zea
land P-40 interceptors engaged in a churn
ing, mill_ing dogfight. Second Lt. Sam 
Logan , a 22-year-old Kansas Marine on 
his second mission, went to help a Kiwi 
P-40, but his own F4U was set afire. He 
went over the side at 18,000 feet. 
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Unfortunately, Logan opened his chute 
too SO'on rather than making a fn~e fall 
until well below the combat. A Zero pilot 
saw his canopy and turned in to attack. In 
two passes, the Japanese expended his re
maining ammo without hitting Logan. 
The young Marine escaped by oscillating 
his chute, but the J<ipanese came back a 
third time, obviously intending to use his 
propeller as a giant meatgrinder. Still sw
inging his chute, Logan reach(ld for his 45 
but the Zero sliced off parts of both . his 
feet. 

Before the bloodthirsty enemy pilot 
could finish his· work, he was scared away 
by another New Zealand P-40. Logan 
splashed down, suffering excruciating 
pain, but remaining . clear-headed. He 
deployed his raft and climbed in, then 
quickly applied a tourniquet, followed by 
morphine and sulfa . He was shortly res
cued by an amphibian, and eventually 
returned to active duty. 

Faced with s4ch an enemy; it is small 
wonder that most fliers preferred taking 
their chances with the sea rather than go
ing ashore. As a last resort, all aviators 
were issued sidearms and given at least 
nominal ipstruction. This invariably in
volved bull's-eye targets at about 25 
yards. Practical pistol techniques had not 
yet been assimilated in the U.S. armed 
forces and rare indeed was a handgun in
structor who advocated (or even allowed) 
anything but a Camp Perry stance. 

Favorite sidearms-
38 Specials. 

Choice of weapons was allowed, and 
the favorite sidearm was probably any of 
a variety of .38 special revolvers. The 
reason for this had little to do with 
shooting in general, or with stopping an 
opponent. Most men s.imply found it 
easi~r to qualify with a.38 and it weighed 
Jess than the .45 auto. Model 191 ls were 
widely carried, however, mostly in the 
standard GI flap holster on a web belt. 
Revolvers were generally tucked into a 
shoulder holster, with a built-in bandoleer 
carrying perhaps 30 rounds. Handguns, 
however, were seldom fired in earnest and 
more frequently used for signaling. 

Subs-"zoomie" savers. 

Of more importance, were newer, more 
sophisticated means of escape. As the war 
progressed through the Central Pacific in 
1943-44, American submarines played an 
increasingly important role in rescuing 
downed fliers. Taking station around an 
island .target, the subs could be guided to 
men in the water by other aircraft circling 
overhead. Submarines became so adept at 
plucking "zoomies" from under the 
enemy's nose that they o.ccasionally had 
to deal with overcrowding. U .S.S. Tig
rone held the record, with 31 saves. But 
the most aviation passengers carried at 
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ABOVE: Lt. (jg) Alexander Vraciu, top Navy ace, bailed out of 
stricken Hellcat and spent live weeks with Filipino guerrilla unit 
before linking up with U.S. Army troops. 

LEFT: 2nd Lt. Sam Logan, in this post-WWII photo a major , survived 
aerial combat with Zero pilot whose propellor sliced off parts of both 
feet. In PTO, enemy ferocity ma tched that of the ocean. 

BELOW: Cmdr. W.I. Martin, shot down in Saipan's lagoon, not only 
swam to sa fety-through rifle and MG lire but mentally noted beach's 
defenses. His info helped amphibious landing two days later. 

one time was 22 by U .S.S. Tang, skip
pered by Lt. Cmdr. Richard H . O'Kane, 
in early 1944. Under the circumstances, 
nobody minded the crowded conditions. 

Perhaps the most daring rescue was re
corded by Lt. Cmdr. John Hess and his 
boat, U.S.S . Pomfret. During the first 
carrier strikes on Japan, in February 1945, 
pilots from the carriers Hornet and Cabot 
were down near the mouth of Tokyo Bay. 
Hellcat.pilots from Cabot contacted Pom
fret and circled protectively overhead 
while the sub negotiated 30 miles of very 
shallow offshore water. Nor was that the 
only danger . Minefields were known in 
the area, and as many as a dozen Japanese 
airbases were within a 50-mile radius. It 
took Hess a fu ll hour to get in, scoop up 
the two fliers and make a safe getaway 
with his appreciative passengers. The 
Cabot fighter pilots contended that not 
even Hollywood could have done as well . 

In all, 504 American aviators were 
rescued by submarines during 1944 and 
1945. But for those aircraft brought down 
immediately o ffshore, the prospects of a 
submarine rescue were remote. It, was up 
to the fliers to get as far out to sea as 
possible, where a sub or floatplane could 
meet them. During the battle for Saipan in 
the Marianas during June and July of 
1944, numerous carrier planes were shot 
down close to the beach. Well within 
range of Japanese small a rms , there was 
little opportunity to retrieve the airmen. 
They had to evade capture and escape on 
their own . 

One intrepid Hellcat pilot off the light 
carrier San Jacinto established a record of 
sorts in this regard . Paddling his rubber 
raft close to shore by day, he hoped to 
bring himself into position to signal a 
passing aircraft and prompt a rescue. But 
it would have been near suicide to venture 
into the lagoon, where he could be easily 
seen from the beach . The fighter pilot 
rested each night, and continued the pro
cess for over two weeks before he was 
finally picked up. 

Martin-escape, evasion 
and intelligence info. 

One of the best examples o f heads-up 
evasion in the Pacific occurred about this 
same time. Lt. Cmdr. William I. Martin , 
skipper of Torpedo Squadron 10 off the 
carrier Enterprise, was shot down over 
Saipan Lagoon while leading his Avengers 
on a bombing mission . Martin jumped 
from minimal altitude, felt his chute 
blossom, and hit the water almost im
mediately. Neither of his crewmen got out 
of the stricken TBF. 

Martin stood up in only four or five feet 
of water, some 200 yards offshore. Haul
ing in his chute canopy, he became aware 
of splashing sounds all around him. He 
looked back to the beach and clearly saw 
Japanese soldiers shooting at him . 
Continued on page 80 
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AIR WAR-VIETNAM. Introduction by 
Drew Middleton. Indianapolis: Bobbs
Merrill Co. 1979. 349 pp. $15.00. Review 
by Dana K. Drenkowski, SOF Aviation 
Editor. 

THIS is an interesting volume, if on!> 
because it was written by 29 writers 

and six editors, all apparently on active 
duty in the U.S . Air Force, since they are 
identified by rank . How it came to be 
written is not told, but it resembles an of
ficial or semiofficial USAF history of air 
operations in Vietnam. Contrary to title 
expectations, it does not cover any other 
service's contribution to the air war. 

Air War-Vietnam covers only three 
parts of the air war in Vietnam - plus an 
unexpected bonus: full coverage of the 
raid to free the merchant ship Mayaguez, 
captured by Pol Pot's Cambodian troops 
in 1975. In fact, the Mayaguez incident is 
the book 's best written and most in
teresting part. Other sections cover 
Operation Rolling Thunder (the 1965-68 
bombing campaign against selected tar
gets in North Vietnam), Operation Line
backer I & II (the 1972-73 bombing of 
targets in North Vietnam - see my ar
ticles in SOF, September-November '77) 
and the air-ground operations in support 
of allied troops fighting the North Viet
namese army's invasion of South Vietnam 
in the great Easter offensive of 1972. 

The book is spotty in that one writer 
may emphasize facts and figures for an 
operation , ignoring human factors or the 
"color" so dear to the reader, while the 
following one may cover only the human 
aspect of the operation and ignore totally 
the figures involved . Like all official 
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histories, games are played with numbers 
of planes lost during certain campaigns, 
leaving the reader with a mistaken impres
sion as to how much that war really cost 
us in airplanes. 

Given some of the figures, the reader, 
who is only casually interested in the Viet
nam war, may wonder where those 550 
returned POWs came from, plus the 2,500 
or more MIA aircrews. The figures given 
in various operations lead one to believe 
airplane losses were in the hundreds, 
whereas they were in the thousands. 

In addition, some authors use language 
reserved for official documents, which 
prescribes certain superfluous terms . 
Overuse of flamboyant but essentially 
meaningless language in USAF docu
ments degrades its impact on the reader 
and does not belong in a work of this sort. 

For example: " by his gallant and con
spicuous action . . . he inflicted severe 
losses to enemy men and equipment, etc., 
etc." In addition, some terms are explain
ed two or more times, as each writer tries 
to defin e his terms for the reader, while 
other terms and tactics remain without ex
planation. This problem should have been 
resolved by an editor responsible for the 
content of the entire book . 

I also noted major discrepancies be
tween the events I saw and their report by 
the writers in Air War-Vietnam . Two 
other writers, both on active duty with the 
USAF, who also participated in the events 
in question , have written articles con
tradicting the book's position. 

On the positive side, no other work to 
date has tried to put the goals of certain 
operations in perspective as well as to 
describe the operations themselves and 
how they met or failed to meet those 
goals. Another plus concerns the authors' 
efforts to use individual examples of air
crew actions to illustrate tactics, condi
tions at the time or turning points in 
operations. Although the USAF, like the 
other services, emphasizes teamwork over 
individual effort, air warfare is still a field 
where the actions o f a single man flying 
one airplane may make the difference in a 
batt le or campaign . A cargo plane pilot 
bringing a full load of ammo to a be
leaguered unit, when all other resupply 
has failed, or a helicopter pilot 's decision 
to go ahead and lead others in to rescue a 
surrounded unit (when all preceding chop
pers were shot down), or a fighter pilot 's 
use of a single guided bomb to take out a 
bridge which had success fully withstood 

dozens of raids in the past - all show one 
man's courage and skill as the deciding 
factor in an action. And this book tries to 
bring those stories out, re-emphasizing 
that even in our era of management by 
faceless bureaucrats and denigration of 
the human factor , one human with deter
mination is still more valuable than an 
automaton . 

Air War- Vietnam's negative aspects 
frequently outweigh its positive offerings. 
Since it usually reflects what the Air Force 
would like to think happened rather than 
what actually d id, I would recommend it 
for the serious schola r of war only. 
Historians should always keep the "offi
cial" version handy to refer to as serious 
studies by scholars uncover more recently 
declassified material which enables them 
to look at operations more objectively. 
Additionally, SOF readers unfamiliar 
with the revolut ionary role of electronics 
in air warfare might be well advised to ob
tain this book for its coverage of the 
rapidly changing field of electronics 
measures, counter-measures, and counter
counter measures which have reshaped all 
military planners' perceptions of their 
needs for future wars. If Vietnam and the 
'73 Arab-Israeli War are any guide, more 
than 50 percent of the planes launched in 
future air battles may have as their 
primary duty the jamming or destruction 
of enemy electronics and communications 
centers . 

AIR AMERICA: THE STORY OF THE 
CIA'S SECRET AIRLINES. By Chris
topher Robbins. New York: Putnam's, 
1979. 323 pp. $10.95. Review by Leroy 
Thompson. 

P ROBABLY no other soldiers o f for
tune in recent years were more ubi-
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quitous than the pilots of Air America 
and other CIA proprietaries in Southeast 
Asia. Whether they were flying rice to 
refugees, guns to Meo mercenaries or sup
plies and replacements to infiltration 
teams along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, Air 
America pilots carried on the tradition of 
the Flying Tigers throughout Asia. De
spite the great scope of Air America's 
operations in Southeast Asia, little is 
known about its history, organization and 
personnel. Considering the nature of its 
mission, this isn't at all surprising. 

Shortly after the CIA's formation, it 
was realiz<:d that the Agency needed its 
own planes which could fly anywhere at 
any time with no questions asked. As a 
result, it began to acquire planes and hire 
pilots, until at its peak Air America (used 
generically in the book and in this review 
for all CIA air operations - Southern Air 
Transport, Air Asia, etc.) was the largest 
airline in the world based on the number 
of planes owned or at its disposal. Even
tually, Air America was also showing 
huge profits which could then be channel
ed back into purchasing equipment or, to 
the dismay of CIA's critics, into covert 
ops. 

Robbins treats the CIA air organiza
tions objectively in this work, showing ad
miration for the pilots and much that they 
accomplished without blenching from de
scribing some of the incredible CIA foul
ups and the incompetent case officers 
competent pilots were sometimes forced 
to work with. Since much of Robbins' in
formation is based on interviews with ex
Air America pilots, he captures the flavor 
of adventure, danger and uncertainty that 
was the Air America pilot's daily lot. He 
also does an excellent job of portraying 
some of the most colorful of the Air 
America pilots - men like "Shower 
Shoes" Wilson and "Weird" Neil 
Hansen. Still, all of these men were 
"pros," and their reminiscences some
times don't include information on cer

. tain highly classified missions, but despite 
the buit-in disadvantages of trying to 
research a classified operation, Robbins 
assembles a wealth of material. 

Most difficult to obtain was informa
tion on the organization of Air America 
and its place in the CIA organizational 
structure. Other than the fact that it was 
under "Directorate of Plan," sometimes 
known in the vernacular as the "dirty 
tricks department," little hard data seems 
to be available . Robbins, himself, doesn't 
seem sure whether this is because of good 
security or because AA's operations were 
so large and so widespread that · no one 
was really sure what was going on. Seem
ingly, it was some of each . 

One of the most interesting parts of this 
work deals with Air America's operations 
in Laos, since little was or is known about 
this undeclared war. Using Helio-Couriers 
which could land in as little as 75 feet, 
some Air America pilots flew as many as 
68 missions in one day. Many of these 
were " hard rice" drops (AA slang for 
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arms drops in Laos since they were osten
sibly engaged in humanitarian delivery of 
rice) in which the Meos who fought under 
CIA auspices took delivery of weapons 
and shipped opium out. Obviously, when 
word began to leak out about the CIA fly
ing opium, something hit the fan, but in
formation seems to indicate that the 
opium which was the Meo's only crop 
continued to get to market with CIA 
knowledge, if not actual help. 

U-2s out of Thailand, drops of CIA
trained rebels into Tibet, ops in In
donesia, all of these were Air America 
missions at one time or another, but 
despite its CIA affiliations and bad name 
from the few instances of dope flights, a 
large part of Air America's flying was ac
tually humanitarian. Innumerable tons of 
rice were dropped to hamlets whose resi
dents would have starved without Air 
America, thousands were evacuated for 
medical treatment and AA chopper pilots 
flew rescue missions for their own and Air 
Force pilots when no one else would ac
cept the risk. 

This book deals not only with the ser
ious side of Air America but with many 
humorous elements of clandestine air 
operatibns. Among the most entertaining 
were the Air America pilot who could 
mimic a Russian accent so well that he had 
USAF pilots on R&R in Hong Kong con
vinced he was a Russian MiG pilot out of 
Hanoi also on R&R and the Air America 
pilot who was captured by the communist 
Chinese and finally released because he 
was driving the brain washers crazy. 

One of Air America's final operations 
was the evacuation of South Vietnam dur
ing the last days, and the pilots displayed 
incredible courage in the worst possible 
conditions. Most of Air America's pilots 
were patriotic and courageous, deserving 
every bit of their admittedly high pay. As 
in any large group, there were a few who 
were there only for the money, but when 
the going got tough most of them disap
peared or found that they still had a sense 
of responsibility. 

Air America's motto was "Anything, 
Anywhere, Anytime __:_ Professionally," 
and her pilots lived up to this motto. Rob
bins sums up the men of Air America best 
when he describes them as "the finest 
bunch of airplane drivers that has ever 
been got together anywhere," and anyone 
with an interest in Southeast Asia or 
covert ops will find their story well worth 
reading. 

Leroy Thompson knows whereof he 
speaks in matters military. He served in 
the Combat Security Police in Vietnam 
and Thailand and did graduate work in 
military history at three British univer
sities. See SOF, May '80, for his review of 
Internal Security Weapons and Security 
Equipment of the World . He is presently 
occupied as a military book dealer and 
free lance writer. 

SOF Managing Editor Bob Poos also 
remembers Air America. See his "Hitch
ing a Ride on Air America" to the right. 

~ 

HITCHING A RIDE 
ON AIR AMERICA 

W AR correspondents in Southeast 
Asia who were savvy - and 

didn't mind risking their necks -
knew that the best way to get to dif
ficult and dangerous-to-reach places 
was via Air America or its sister opera
tion, Continental Air Services. It was 
virtually the only way to get anywhere 
in Laos. 

Several times I thumbed rides on AA 
Helios to Long Tieng, the mountain 
stronghold where Meo irregulars under 
the command of Gen. Vang Pao and 
advised by the most knowledgeable 
American in Laos, Edgar "Pop" 
Buell, operated against the North Viet
namese and communist Pathet Lao. 

Once Pop advised, "Why don't you 
go over to Ban Na, that's the furthest
out strongpoint we've got. Right on 
the edge of the PDJ (Plain Des Jarres) 
which is presently being held by the 
PL." 

An Air America pilot was flying up a 
load of rice and ammo to the Meos 
there and he obligingly let me hitch a 
ride with him. 

Ban Na was an interesting place. It 
was located on the side of a mountain, 
the top of which had been leveled off 
- by hand - into a short, dirt air 
strip . The mountain was smack in the 
center of a circle of other mountains, 
all of them higher than Ban Na, which 
meant that the plane had to fly up the 
side of a mountain, go into a dive and 
head for the strip. 

This we did and as we made our ap
proach, the pilot said in disgust, "Aw 
shit, I should have known!" I looked 
ahead and lying right in the middle of 
the strip was a cluster of eight or 10 
hogs, sleeping, enjoying themselves in 
the sun. 

The pilot buzzed them, they scram
bled to their feet and scurried away. 
We lifted back up, circled and this time 
made a successful landing. 

We spent the night enjoying Meo 
hospitality, including their fierce and 
fiery rice wine, and departed in the 
morning. 

"Like to see the PDJ? " inquired my 
friend. Sure. 

We crossed the mountains, dropped 
down and pretty soon the large stone 
jars from which the place got its name 
came into view. 

I asked, "How do you know when 
you're flying over occupied territory?" 
At that moment, an AK-47 round 
snapped through the plane, hitting 
nothing critical but scaring hell out of 
me. 

"We're there now," the pilot said 
laconically. 

We turned around and it was very, 
very nice to land once more at Long 
Tieng. -Bob Poos 
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SMALL ad in the classified section of 
the Dallas Morning News, one of 

America's large metropolitan ·dailies. It 
cost $35. It brought lots of interest -
more than 60 telephone inquiries the first 
day. The advertising salesmen at the news
paper cou ld use it to advertise the effec
tiveness of the medium. 

The ad was the work of two enterpris
ing· Dallas men who are into automatic 
weapons. The plan looked as if it would 
develop into a boom for their business 
and a boon for those in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth Metroplex who share their interest 
in automatic weapons. 

A chance for shooters to whet their ap
petites for the buck of a Thompson 
MIA!, an MI6, a BAR, or a MAC 10. 
Once found and enjoyed, such· an interest 
could result in the sale of a weapon. 

The excitement of such an experience 
could, often would, make a convert out of 
any normal gun enthusiast. Sort of an -
"Hey! Wanna take our stripped-down, or 
super-duper model out for a test drive" -
approach that would bring new faces to 
Jim Day's 50-target range. 

The planning by Day and his partner in 
the project, Mark Brown, was well done, 
with an outstanding turnout the first 
weekend. Ditto the second. Even a dose 
of bad, bad Texas weather did not 
staunch the flow on the third weekend, 
but someth ing else did. 

Both men had a visit from one of those 
agents from yet another of the govern
mental agencies designed to prevent the 
U.S. Constitution from doing its work in 
protecting the rights of citizens. 

BA TF strikes again 

The agency? Bureau of Alcohol , Tobac 
co and Firearms (BATF). 

What started out as a free-enterprise 
project , full of hope and promise, bit the 
dust thanks to intrusion by the federal 
government. But we'll get around to that 
in a moment. 

First, let's take a long look at a great 
idea, well-executed , and see how it went. 

LEFT: Mark Brown holds favorite MAC 
10 in backyard of Garland, Tex., home 
while talking to author about recent 
"rent-a-machine-gun" experiment at Jim 
Day's Dallas County range. Public 
responded until BA TF shut program 
down. Photo: Southwest Action. 

RIGHT: Lynn Lanzoni (right) takes 
instruction from Mark Brown (left) on 
operation of Brown's favorite MAC 10 in 
automatic weapons dealer's Garland, 
Tex., backyard. When Brown tried 
renting MGs to public on suburban 
Dallas range, BA TF stepped in and 
stopped him. Photo: Southwest Action 



The bottom line was to provide in
terested persons the chance to - legally 
- fire a series of automatic weapons . The 
$30 fee was not designed to make Day rich 
on the range which he operates mote as a 
hobby than as a business. 

With a range lined up and a collection 
of working automatic weapons securely in 
Brown's possession, the next step was the 
aqvertisement, placed in the gun section. 

Hopefully, people would see the ad and 
say, "Hey, that might be good training.'-' 
After all, most Americans don't realize 
that they have the right to legally own and 
operate an automatic weapon. 

More than 200 telephone calls came 
into Day's Garland (Northeast Dallas sub
urb) range demonstrating this. 

"Yes, it is legal to shoot a machine 
gun ," Day told them. "You pay $25 for 
the use of the gun and $S ammunition fee 
and you 're in business." 

Day explained that anyone interested 
could even buy his own automatic weapon 
after complying with federal, state and 
county regulations. 

The fi rst Sunday, more than 25 people 
showed up to try their hand at emulating 
our favorite hero - John Wayne - by 
cranking off bursts from the hip. 

Before the sun went down and Texas 
wind blew the gunsmoke away, more than 
50 Metroplex residents - ranging from 
blue collar to white collar, truck d"rivers to 
physicians - bad trooped to the line and 
satisfied their curiosity. 

Most were like the bright, attractive 
Dallas female police officer who, after 
wrestling matches with the issue .357 
magnum, showed a warm glow of satis
faction after the recoil, or lack of it, in fir
ing bursts from the Parkerized Ingram 
.380. 

"Man, that's for real," one dentist 
said, commenting on his first encounter 
with an automatic weapon. 

There were no complaints. All agreed · 
they got their money's worth. ' 

Mark Brown. 
successful security. 

Brown has had a federal firearms 
license for five years and for ·the past year 
has been a Class III dealer. That doesn't 
sound too impressive? 

Consider that Mark Brown is only 22 
years old. However, he possesses, in addi
tion to that magic license, many of the 
success symbols that we traditionally 
associate with a man mu_ch older. He has a 
finely furnished brick home, two late
model cars and a $2.S,000 inventory in 
automatic weapons. 

A man with possessions is conscious of 
them and, consequently, conscious of 
security. When he took them from his 
home to Day's range, his security con
sciousness followed him. 

Security was a must. A dozen or more 
auto weapons being passed around a fir
ing line just might be temptation enough 
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to cause someone to try a heist. Not a risk 
worth taking perhaps, but Day hired an 
off-duty Garland policeman to stand 
guard. Brown, a cautious man who work
ed the firing line all day, went one step 
further. 

"Under my jacket was a .45, cocked 
and locked," he said. "I always stood a 
little to the rear and to the side of each 
shooter. You never can tell about people 
and it's not worth the risk." 

The security plan was flawless. No 
problems during the entire series of con
secutive weekends. 

RIGHT: Dee Day (left), range manager, 
checks in two customers to family-owned 
Garland Public Shooting Range in 
northeastern Dallas County, recent site of 
"rent-a-machine-gun" program. Photo: 
Southwest Action 

BELOW: Shooter works his weapon after 
firing blast downrange at Jim Day's 
Garland, Tex., public range, site of 
recent "rent-a-machine-gun" program. 
Photo: Southwest Action 
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That does not mean, however, that all 
was quiet on the Texan front. There were 
some serio-comic moments. 

Like the uneducated retired policeman, 
now working for a security company, who 
visited the range and tried to arrest some 
of the shooters while they were perform
ing the rat-a-tat-tat symphony. 

He failed, obviously. But not being 
easily discouraged , he rushed out and 
flagged down a passing police officer to 
aid in the arrest. 

"You're crazy," the policeman said. 
"You want me to arrest a bunch of people 
with machine guns when I don't have 
one?" 

The sound of a series of automatic 
weapons firing on a suburban gunnery 
range attracts a lot of curious people and 
reactions. 

"Machine guns on the range cause peo
ple to look or to call the FBI," Brown ex
plained. "I know the FBI got a rash of 
calls when we were firing." 

Even bad weather, which reduced the 
number of shooters to three, did not halt 
the program - BATF intervention did. 

Looking back on the experience, both 
Brown and Day view it as successful. 
Brown sold 10 weapons during the month
Jong run of weekends . 

"Further, the exposure increased my 
sales at gun shows," Brown said . 

For Day, the range owner, results were 
equally happy·. A lot of new gunners came 
to the range out of curiosity and stayed to 
become range regulars, even if they only 
were interested in plinking with a .22. 
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Brown , whose interest in guns started 
with his childhood involvement with 
television programs, shares with Day an 
uncertainty as to whether his gun business 
is a hobby or a true second business, but 
his deep commitment to his rights and his 
fellow shooters' civil rights is not. 

"It all revolves around the second 
amendment," he said. "The BA "I:F makes 
a point of sacking it at every range." 

Hobby or business? It really .doesn't 
matter. What does matter, to Mark 
Brown , is that having legal automatic 
weapons is one way of keeping America 
strong and protected against terrorism 
and unwanted violence . 

Jim Day: "Another 
shooting experience." 

Brown's partner, 37-year-old Jim Day, 
shares most of his philosophy, and 
although the range he owns is no gold 
mine, it gives immense satisfaction. 

Talking with many of the almost 50,000 
customers who have found their way to 
his range since he built it in June 1969, 
Day pondered Brown's idea of renting 
machine guns to the public. 

"I really was for it because auto 
weapons give my customers another 
shooting experience," he said. "Most im
portantly, they get an education on their 
rights with automatic weapons ." 

Day 's plans called for buying some 
automatic weapons of his own to rent at 
the range after the initial program began 
to show a profit. That way machine-gun 
firing would have been available to 
shooters aII week, not just on weekends. 

Day was not surprised at the range of 
persons who took advantage of the 
weekend firing:. neurosurgeon, judge, 
even an Indian chief. 

"I feel terrorist activity fuels the 
public's interest in these weapons," Day 
said. "They're right, too, in their con
cern." 

Machine guns have always been avail
able on the market illegally. 

"The only person who has much dif
ficulty in getting an automatic weapon 
now is the average citizen," Day said. 

The BATF, he said, has told him that 
·their office is inundated with calls from 
people reporting that their neighbors have 
machine guns in their possession. 

Day explained that almost anybody can 
buy and shoot a machine gun. The cost is 
only about $500. The only catch would be 
if the potential owner had a criminal 
record. 

It works like this: the buyer fills out a 
five-page government form, submits an 
application that includes fingerprints and 
a passport photo to the sheriff or police 
chief, pays a one-time $200 license fee and 
submits to an FBI investigation. 

Even with the slow bureaucratic pro
cess, the buyer can usually pick up his 
machine gun in six weeks. 

O .K. We know the program was a great 
idea. It met with smashing success - then 
it was smashed by the'BATF folks . How it 
was done is easy; the why is open to inter
pretation . 

BA TF agent cases the joint. 

The "how" started the second weekend 
when an "unsuspicious" person - notic
ed by both Brown and Day - showed up 
on the range. 

"The guy spent a lot o f time looking at 
the ceiling, being oh so cool," Brown 
said. "I'm sure he was a BATF agent." 

Just before the third weekend, two 
BATF agents visited Day's range. 

"Those two birds told me I was making 
an illegal transfer," Day said. "They were 
very emphatic with their explanation." 

He recounted it this way: 
"If I had 10 people renting one auto

matic weapon, then those 10 people were 
guilty of making 10 illegal transfers and · 
each was guilty of one count of illegal 
possession.'' 

Even though BATF's point of view was 
"ridiculous" and a sham, Brown and Day 
both recognized a serious motion to 
"cease and desist" when they heard one . 
Renting stopped the next weekend. 

Both, concerned with their constitu
tional rights, immediately asked "why." 
First a letter was sent to BATF in Dallas 
requesting information. 

The reply came in from Washington, 
D.C., and defined a "transfer" as any 
time a non-licensee holds the weapon. 
That , in the bureau's view, makes the per
son subject to taxation and having to file 
the necessary paperwork. 

Who, why and Editor Poos 

The letter - a copy went to each - was 
not the only information the pair receiv
ed. Each got a surprise inspection of their 
records. 

The "who" was now clear; the "why" 
not very, but the· letter and the visit from 
the agents to inspect records document the 
only ''why.'' 

We checked with the BATF office in 
Dallas and asked for an interview. Not 
only did we not get an interview, we got 
only one comment: 

"The Washington office is commun
icating with your editor, Bob Poos.'' That 
was from a Mr. Carrier, the special agent 
in charge of the Dallas BATF office. 

The fact that you are reading this in
dicates that the editor didn't feel there was 
any threat. 

It's for sure, however, the BATF boys 
just don't want automatic weapons firing 
done in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. 
Maybe they don't want the public to know 
anything about such a program. 
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SOF DIVES IN 
Staffers Attend 

Diving Equipinent 
.Manufacturers Show 

N.E. MacDougald 

ACCORDING to SOF reader demo
graphics, two out of three readers are 

interested in diving. To pursue those in
terests, Publisher Robert K. Brown and I 
fraveled · south to update ourselves on 
equipment in the sport and commercial 
diving industries. 

DEMA publicity man Hillary Hauser 
recalls the industry's growing pains: 
"Scuba has come a long way. I remember 
the first instruction pamphlet from Rene 
Bussoz (founder of U.S. Divers); it said, 
'While it is important to see under water, 
it is vital to breathe.' And Gustav 
DallaValle, founder of Scubapro, said, 
'When you quit breathing, come up!' " 

While these statements show a firm 
grasp of the obvious, they are more than 
merely amusing. They show the infancy of 
an enterprise that now boasts amazing 
sophistication and a high growth rate (ap
proximately eight percent per year). 

Hauser continued, "In the early days, a 
lot of innovative scuba engineering went 
on in garages. People were diving with 
garden hoses or putting garbage cans over 
their heads. Physiological maladies such 
as the bends and embolisms were not con
siderations, nor was nitrogen narcosis 
(rapture of the deep). Throughout the '50s 
and mid-60s, scuba was thought of as a 
tool to help spear game fish. It was macho 
at its worst." 

Thus diving, with all its sophisticated 
equipment, has just recently come of age 
in terms of an ethic that encourages enjoy
ment of the underwater environment. 

DEMA began in 1969 in Los Angeles. It 
was founded to establish safety standards 
for life support equipment (tanks, reg
ulators, buoyancy compensators) before 
the federal government interfered. The 
idea was, it is bett!!r to police from within 
than be policed from without. They used 

criteria of the American National Stan
dards Institute. 

The 1975 DEMA began with only 70 
booths, but this year's show saw 300 ex
hibitors. And there was more than hard
ware on display. Travel agencies sold dive 
packages through slick videotape presen
tations; underwater photographic spe
cialties, both domestic and imported , 
were pitched; and 'scuba certifying agen
cies (such as the National Association of 
Underwater Instructors and the Profes
sional Association of Diving Instructors) 
pumped PR. 

Diving technology has burgeoned dur
ing the last few years and some of the in
novations caught our attention: decom
pression computers the size of a paper
back; buoyancy compensators that could 
be filled manually or through the high
pressure outlet of a regulator and emptied 
by pushing a button or pulling the manual 
inflator hose; stainless steel tanks that put 
more compressed air in a smaller volume 
with the bonus of corrosion resistance. 

There were other products and pro
cesses that bear mention, but because of 
space constraints cannot be elaborated 
upon. Look for these new products in 
forthcoming Adventure Quartermaster 
columns. 

During the DEMA show, we purchased 
products we thought interesting enough to 
test and evaluate on a trip to the sunny isle 
of Cozumel in Mexico (see accompanying 
story on next page).~ 

Underwater Propulsions, Inc., Dept. SOF, 5409 S. 101 E. Ave., Tulsa., OK 74145, developed electrically powered 
Diver Delivery Vehicle powered by a 36-volt, permanent magnet DC motor fueled by six, 6-volt batteries. Designed to 
operate to 300 feet depth. Range is two to eight hours depending on speed and optional electrical equipment. Carries up 
to four SCUBA-equipped personnel. Price: $16,500. 
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1) TEKNA manufactures a complete line of waterproof 
(to over 2000 depth), explosion-proof flashlights, ideal 
for any application. TEKNA-LITE ill (top) produces over 
12,000 candlepower from eight-pack of 'AA' cells. 
Seven inches long; weighs 12.5 ounces; burns for over an 
hour. Rechargeable version retails for $59.95; non-re
chargeable, $24.95. TEKNA-LITE I (center) weighs 5 
ounces; 5 inches long. Retails for $39.95 rechargeable; 
non-rechargeable $18.95. TEKNA-LITE D (bottom) has 
one moving part, weighs 3 ounces. Retails for $9.95. 2) 
Sea Quest Inc., Dept. SOF, 722 Genevieve Street, 
Solana Beach, CA 92075, manufactures supurb buoyan
cy compensators. Pictured here is their top-of-the-line 
SeaJacket ill. Side gusset with length adjustment allows 
fitting B/C to your body build. Combination Rapid Ex
haust Dump valve and LP power inflator allows one
hand control of inflation and deflation. All models of Sea 
Quest B/C's tested by SOF staff received high marks. 3) 
Subsalve Industries, Inc., Dept. SOF, Box 9287, Pro
vidence, RI 02940, manufactures a line of heavy-duty lift 
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bags for sports, commercial or scientific application, in
cluding vessel salvage. Subsalve also offers custom flota
tion service which can advise on any particular salvage 
project. 4) Latest U.S. Navy Experimental Diving Unit 
Regulator Tests confirm TEKNA Regulators' perform
ance and efficiency unmatched by any competitors. 
Weighs 6.5 ounces; structural resin T-2100B. 2nd stage 
is unbreakable, won't dent. Is corrosion free. Has in
credibly low breathing resistance. During Mexico diving 
tests, SOF staff found new TEKNA regulator superior to 
other popular makes. Retails for $199.95. 5) Achilles, 
Dept. SOF, 25 Branca Road, East Rutherford, NJ 
07073, markets complete line of inflatable craft. Pic
tured here is their 5-man SD-12. Hull fabric is of heavy 
duty nylon; has 3 separate air compartments. Length: 
12'4" inflated; beam, 5'1''; weight, 101 lbs; loading 
capacity, 1,100 lbs; recommended HP., 15 (4-25) stan
dard shaft engine; no. of air chambers, 4 plus air keel. 
Price $615. 
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STAFFERS 
.TEST 

DEMA SHOW 
GEAR 

IN MEXICO 

A FTER having our appetites for diving 
whetted at the fourth annual DEMA 

show in New Orleans (see accompanying 
story), we rushed to the airport bound for 
Cozumel, an island south of Mexico's 
Yucatan peninsula. But fate had other 
plans for us. Due to a wildcat strike, we 
flew no farther than Houston. The next 
day we arrived in Cozumel to find that 
our luggage would not arrive till the 
following afternoon. That meant another 
non-diving day. 

Instead, we rented motorcycles. I 
wasted no time in dropping mine and for 
the remainder of our journey sported a 
fine case of pavement rash. But the fun 
was just beginning. 

The next day our luggage arrived. 

Warm Water Frenzy 

We attacked the warm water in a fren
zy, only to find one of our party could not 
clear his ears and had a mask full of blood 
from a burst blood vessel. But that could 
happen to anybody. Right? 

The next day another of our group de
veloped symptoms of the bends. Our 
harmonica-playing dive doctor listened 
patiently and declared that the man could 
not have the bends because of insufficient 
depth and bottom time. Sure enough, the 
symptoms subsided. 

The following day went smoothly ex
cept that Publisher Robert K. Brown did 
not equalize his mask and consequently 
received a blood-red bruised eyeball. No 
big deal, though. These small tribulations 
vanish when one looks down and sees 
angel fish, barracuda, box fish, clown 
fish, conch, crab, grouper, lobster, manta 
rays and parrot fish, puffer fish, star fish, 
sun fish, red (and white) snapper, sting 
rays, trigger fish and trumpet fish . 

And there were sea urchins, which 
made one wish he had never left land if he 
stepped on one. And deadly stone fish, 
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camouflaged devils the size of a beer bot
tle, with spines full of neurotoxin similar 
to a cobra's. We observed them with 
respect. 

Our gear fared better than we did. We 
used SeaQuest Sea Jacket buoyancy com
pensators, Tekna regulators (first and sec
ond stage), a wide variety of fins, Tekna 
masks, snorkels, knives and lights. We 
had no equipment failures, despite the 
fact that we abused our stuff. 

Tekna bounces 
After one dive, I was sorting gear on 

our third-floor balcony, when l heard a 
thud on the pavement below. I had in
advertently dropped a Tekna III light. I 
rushed down to retrieve it, thinking how 
lucky I was not to have hit anybody. The 
light did not go on when I turned the 
switch, but I didn't really expect it to. 
After replacing the bulb, however, the 
light beamed bright as ever. The only 
damage was a bump where the flashlight 
impacted with the concrete. 

The Sea Jackets (as opposed to conven
tional horse collar types) worked flawless
ly, although some divers found them un
comfortable. But this was more an opin
ion than a functional criticism. And most 
fins (both slipper and adjustable) worked 
well, although the stiffer fins seemed more 
efficient. AMF's new rubber compound 
was a particular favorite. 

Tekna's knife corroded after a couple 
of days in sea water, but rinsing could 
have prevented this, and a few minutes 
with steel wool could have cured it. 
Besides, Tekna is changing to a more cor
rosion-resistant steel, thus ending the 
problem. 

Roll your own 

Our last day proved most eventful. We 
rented a jeep (with a roll-bar for safety's 

sake) and bumped down a sand road to
ward some Mayan ruins. After examining 
them, we started back with Publisher 
Brown's brother at the helm . I sat shotgun 
while Brown and assistant art director 
Mary Jenkins took the jump seat. Half
way back, the radiator started singing and 
boiling. We shut down and walked to the 
nearby ocean waiting for it to cool down. 

Ten or 15 minutes later , we jumped 
back in the old clunker and hightailed it 
for town. But we hit a hole and the folks 
in back bounced into the unpadded roll
bar . Brown broke his nose and Jenkins 
suffered a mild concussion. I won't de
scribe the hospital scene except to say it 
was straight out of M*A*S*H. 

Back in the land of the big PX, I 
discovered that some of our luggage was 
lost on the last leg home. And the dump 
where we stayed overcharged us. 

Adios, Mexico.~ 

TOP LEFT: TEKNA President Ralph 
Shamlian, right, wears Tekna knife 

on arm. Velcro straps allow for 
quick adjustment. Dr. Yehuda 

Melamed, director of the Israeli 
Naval Medical Hyperbaric Institute 

in Haifa, on Shamlian's left, also 
dove with SOF. TOP RIGHT: SOF's 

N.E. MacDougald favored 
placement of Tekna knive on leg. 
SOF staffers gave this product a 

triple A plus. BOTTOM LEFT: 
Robert K. Brown returns from 
testing a sea jacket buoyancy 

compensator manufactured by Sea 
Quest. Brown preferred jacket type 
B.C. configuration as co.ntrasted to 

front or back type B.C. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Shamlian has inflated his 

buoyancy compensator and 
prepares to board. 
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LI HT FOR NIGHT OPS 
Ranger Sgt. Designs Saf elight 

'HILE chief RTO in a Ranger unit 
a few years ago, I found a need for 

a small, reliable li ght for encod
ing/ decoding messages, reading maps, 
etc . , in the dark. Because of light dis
cipline while on patrol, ambushes and 
similar operations, I felt that a regula r 
flashlight , even with a red filter and a pin
point focus was not the answer; it was still 
too bright and much too bulky . 

Those who know anything about a 
Ranger RTO know that weight and space 
are at a premium and anything to save 
either is desirable . A penlight is about the 
proper size, but its brightness and reflec
tion are a problem. 

An issue penlight nearly met my qualifi
cations, but not quite. What I was looking 
fo r wasn ' t easy to find. It was an issue 
item in only a few aviation units and un
available through our S-4 or self-service. 
It had a built-in red filter, but the lever 
that slid it into place was liable to 
breakage after only one or two uses and 
then the filter would slide in and out at the 
most inopportune time. Even with the 
filter in place, I felt that it was sti ll too 

42 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

bright to be used when "sneakin ' and 
peekin'." Also the on/off switch was not 
reliable. So I decided to come up with my 
own light. 

I first looked for a reliable pen light. 
When I obtained one that had a positive 
on/off switch ,.- I set about finding a 
subst itute for the too bright, whi te light 
from the standard bulb. I needed some
thing that put out on ly enough light fo r 
reading and wou ld avoid lighting up the 
surrounding area. It should preferably be 
a red light to preserve night vision, have a 
low rate of power consumption, and fit 
into the penlight casing. 

T he answer was obvious - a light
emitting diode (LED). LEDs put out a 
very low level light, not by a hot fi lament 
but by a chem ical compound that glows 
when a small current is passed through it. 

You can obtain an LED at almost any 
electronic parts store. They are inexpen 
sive and come in a variety of colors, sizes 
and voltages. For general use I recom
mend a red one with 4.0 or 4.5 operating 
voltage. Most penlights use two AA bat
teries (BA58 military issue) for a 3.0 vo lt 

by Bob Thompson 

bulb . I have found that running the LED 
at a bit less than the operating voltage is a 
good idea. If a 4.5 volt LED can't be 
located, use a 3.0 vo lt with a sub
min iature resistor of between 500 and 
2500 ohms soldered to either lead of the 
LED. 

Find a reliable penlight and check the 
switch to see that it has a good positive 
feel. Do not use one of the di sposable 
lights; it must have a replaceable bulb. 
Also needed is a soldering iron, solder, 
epoxy glue and a pair of small pliers with a 
wire cutter. 

Remove the bulb from the casing and 
break out the glass. Be sure not to crush 
the metal base . Remove the filament leads 
and insulation from the base. Desolder 
the contact at the tip of the base, leaving a 
clean hole for the next step. 

Check the polarity on the LED. Unlike 
a regular bulb, current will only flow in 
one direction. Do this by touching one 
lead from the LED to the tip of the bat
tery in· the casing of the penlight, and 
touch the other lead to the casing itself. If 
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the LED does not glow, reverse the leads. 
Once the polarity has been determined , 
assembly of the bulb begins. 

If using a 3.0 volt LED, solder the sub
miniature resistor to one of the leads. In
sert the LED into the base of the bulb , 
remembering the polarity . Solder the pos
iti ve lead to the contact point on the tip 
and the negative lead to any other part of 
the metal base. Check for shorts or other 
problems and reinsert the newly assembl
ed bulb into the penlight. If everything 
works right, remove the bulb and mix up 
so me epoxy glue. The fast drying kind is 
best. Fi ll the space between the LED and 
the base with the epoxy and let dry. If you 
get any epoxy on the top of the LED, wipe 
it off immediately. 

While the epoxy is drying, paint the cas
ing a dark color or blue it to eliminate 
reflection. I also wrapped mine with elec-· 
trical tape. Since I was an RTO , I was 
often called upon to fi x anyth ing that was 
remotely electrical or electronic and the 
tape came in handy. It also helps protect 
and waterproof the light. When the glue 
dri es, reassemble the light - it 's ready for 
use. 

I ran a few informal tests on my fir st 
model, and it proved to be an amazing 
device. With the light held one to two in
ches from the object, one can read even 
small print easi ly. There is no visib le 
refl ection from more than about five feet 
and unless one looked directly at the tip , it 
couldn't be seen. I left the light on for 
three weeks continuously to determine 
how long the batteries lasted. I ran out of 
patience before the batteries ran out of 
juice. 

l used th e light off and on over the next 
couple of years, and never had to replace 
the batteries. It was used on operations in 
desert , jungle and arctic conditions with 
never a malfunction . I made a dozen or 
more and gave them to some of the other 
people in the unit and they never reported 
a mal function either. Mine was immersed 
in swamp water for a week at a time , sur
vived dozens o f parachute jumps with bad 
PLFs, and was dropped 15 feet onto ce
ment severa l times with no ill effects. 

Besides th e obvious tactical military use 
for this kind of light , there are several 
others that I can th ink of: SW AT opera
tions an.ct pol.ice stakeouts, darkroom use , 
nighttime hunt ing, espionage and 
similar occupations. These lights won't 
light the way out of a forest or a cave, but 
they will a llow one to read someth ing or 
check a weapon or compass in the dark, 
without being seen. 

'$' /' 
NAZI S-S Officer 's Belt Buckle 

Hand fm1shed m fme Stiver plate (wllh fasteners modified to fl! 
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any Jl/ , .. bell) Only 
$1 2 00 postpaid Our New 
224 page lully 1llustraled 
relic collectors catalog = 
$2 .00 free w11h order 

W.W. #2 Ltd. 
Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louis, MO 63158 

Long Traditional with British Services 
100% Virgin Wool Sweater 

British-made with matching rugged twill 
reinforcing patches. M ens, womens sizes 32 
to 48 . 

Get yours postpaid for only $49.95. 

A g rea t ribbed knit sweater for backpacking, 
boating , hunting and a ll cold weather 
activ iti es. Ex tra long body prevents " ride
up". Reinforcing patc hes over shou lders and 
elbows for nea rly "everlasting" wear. Home 
washable. Choose from Olive Green, Navy, 
Blue-Gray, Forest Green .and V-Neck, Tan. 

OLIVE GREEN AUTHORIZED BY U.S. MARINES FOR OPTIONAL WEAR 

W. GERMAN PARATROOPER BOOTS 
"fALLSCHIRMSPRINGERSTIEfEL .. 

The origi nal Germa n Airborne Iss ue 
Boot Prized by those th a t know. Rugged 
a nd com fort ab le beyond compare. Black 
Lea th er uppers that'll take a shine. 
Patented speed lac ing sys tem. Full y 
lined with cus hioned protection for 
a nkl e bon es . C l osed tongue, 
waterproofed. double stitched, hygeni c. 
Non-slip rubber hee l and half-sol e. A 
boot for every jumper or hiker. Sizes 6 to 
12, Reg ular & Wid e only. Now $99.95. 

Special jump Inserts. 
Th e ULTIMATE. Molded to conform to 
the foot. Specify Size $7.95 

"DOG TAGS" 
Co mpl ete G.J. Spec ificati on Identifica
tion Neck lace. 2 sta inless steel plates 
and cha ins embossed with yo ur 
informa ti on. 16 chara cte rs per line/ 5 
lin es / tag. Great for medi ca l info or 
id entifying keys & luggage. 
Set, only $5.95 

"NAME TAPES" 

Mil-Spe c web wit h embroidered info. 
Choice of Black on O.D., White on Blue 
or Black on White. For uniforms, 
personal equipment, etc. 4 tapes for 
$3.95. Any info ca n be embroidered. 

TEAKWOOD 
PARACHUTE WINGS 

Bea utifull y hand carved in Thail and. 
Framed and ready to be displayed . Last 

. chance to obtain. Closeout. $21.50 

CAMOUFLAGE 
T-SHIRTS 

At las t, ·a reg ul a tion 'Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full Cu t , 50/50 bl end for 
comfort. Perfect match with Jungle 
Fati gues. Sizes S , M, L & XL. 
Short Sleeve - $5.95 
Long Sleeve - $7.95 

BERETS, Mil-Spec 100% Virgin 
Wool. full y lined, lea ther sweat 
band. S .F. Green, Airborne Red, 
Ranger Black, Khaki. S tate Head 
S ize in in ches. $10.50 

UTILITY CAP, USMC Type 2, new 
1~ sue, camo pattern, S .M.L, - $5.00 

JUNGLE FATIGUES, Camo, Genuine 
issue, rip-stop poplin. Si zes S , M. L -
$42.95 

W. GERMAN ARMY UTILITY 
KNIFE, Victorinox made 
w tOD scales. 4 tools, SAK-542, 
Special - $11 .95 ' 

Money bac k guara ntee. All items post paid CON US. Send check, Money Order or 
Visa a nd Mas ter Charge. C.0.0. [Please $15 minimum for chargi ng orC.O. D.j to: 

~Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 
~ ® Box 108-L, Powder Springs, Ga . 30073 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 

Phone Orders: 
(404) 943-9336 
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FOF those of us with a low boredom 
threshold, this has been a banner year. 

Among the more memorable incidents or
chestrated by the Carter administration, 
for our amusement, have been the hostage 
farce in Teheran and the seizure of the 
U.S. ambassador to Colombia in Bogota; 
both the 50 Americans in Iran and the am
bassador in Bogota are still captives at this 
writing. 

Now for the spring finale, we have the 
spectacle of three Commie cuckoos scaling 
the walls of the Alamo, tearing down the 
Texas flag, running up a red, Marxist ban
ner and showering a crowd of some 200 in
censed Texans with blue political pam
phlets . 

The dialogue at that event probably 
went something like this: "Thass ri', Jose 
... pull eet down! " 

One large Texas flag slides down the 
flagpole and crumples into the red dirt of 
the Mission's roof. 

"Bueno, hombre . . . up weeth the red . 
wan!" Snaking up the pole goes a red 
Marxist banner that flutters weakly in the 
slight breeze. Three denim-clad figures, 
two male, one female , jump with joy, 
clapping hands and shaking their fists at a 
gathering crowd below on the square fac
ing the shrine. 
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"GOTCHA!" It's 
off and away as a 
San Antonio 
police officer 
removes a 
protestor from 
the roof of 
the Alamo, 
26 March 1980. 
Three members 
of the so-called 
Texas 
Revolutionary 
May Day Brigade 
hoisted a red 
flag above the 
262-year-old 
mission. They 
were arrested for 
disorderly 
conduct. 

Jose grabs a loud-hailer from the girl 
and leans over the edge of the roof. Press
ing the button on the handle he begins 
shouting. 

"O.K. jou gringos . . . Viva la raza!" 
Handfuls of blue leaflets shower down on 
the assemblage; a few tourists crane their 
necks to catch a glimpse of the three on 
the roof. 

A lanky, scrawny-necked visitor from 
Ohio turns to his female companion: 
"Goshawgee, Eunice, lookit them boys! 
Bet they's part of a show 'er somethin '." 
He wipes nostril with the back of one 
hand. "Sure don't see such's this in 
Murleyville." Wipes other nostril. 

"Elmer, you're makin' me sick!" she 
scolds. "Use your hanky like a gentleman 
.. . it ain't polite t'blow snot like that." 
More shouts from the rooftop. 

"Hey jou Gringos! Cabrones! Jou bin 
suckin' the blood from us Chicanos an' 
forcin' us to live on our knees!" 

A pick-up truck - a battered, green '69 
Chevy - with three Texans, stops, pauses 
and backs up. The driver and his two 
passengers poke their heads out of the 
windows. 

"Ed! Lookit them goddamn greasers 
on the Alamo's roof!" The speaker and 
his two companions pile out of the truck 

and trot toward the crowd. On the roof, 
the leaflet-throwers repeat their shouts, 
railing at the growing crowd. 

"Merl, what the hell's he sayin'?" Ed 
grabs the driver's arm and points up at the 
protestors. Merl puts tip of tongue in left 
cheek, shifts chaw of Red Man to other 
cheek and turns to Ed: 

"That tamale-eater's yellin' we're 
suckin' his knees!" 

"Goddamn greasers on 
the Alamo!" 

The third Texan, wearing a huge belt 
buckle with the words Billy Bob embossed 
in gold letters in the center, suddenly 
snarls, "Them spies done tore down the 
Texas flag!" 

Merl's chaw of Red Man explodes from 
his mouth, arcs through the air and lands 
on the cobblestones at Eunice's feet, 
splashing a brown spray on her new Sears 
and Roebuck white tennis shoes. 

"By god, you've gotta nerve, mister!" 
Elmer swells a spindly chest and places a 
protective arm around Eunice's shoul
ders, glaring at the tobacco chewer. 
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"Looky here, this here's my wife!" Elmer 
narrows his eyes. 

"That's your hard luck, ol' hoss," 
sniffs Merl, looking at Eunice. 

"Let me through, you clods!" The 
speaker sports a full, reddish beard, gold
rimmed granny glasses, blue-jeans, open
toed leather. sandals and a red bandanna 
sweat-band. Banging against a Levied hip 
is a leather-encased camera. 

"Look who you're shovin', you pecker
wood!" Ed ·grabs a fistful of denim shirt, 
jerking the intruder to a halt. 

"Let me go! I'm Bertram Clapsides, 
reporter for the Revolutionary People's 
Weekly Organ," shouts the bearded one. 

''Aire you with them locos on that 
roof?" rasps Ed, plunging a hand into his 
pocket for a Barlow clasp knife. 

Clapsides jerks free, tossing his head. 
"No, you idiot! I'm here to cover this 
story for the masses of the world." He 
smooths his beard. "We're going to reveal 
the true picture of Chicano exploitation 
and degradation at the hands of you 
Texas brutes." Eyeing Ed with new in
terest, Clapsides smiles winsomely and 
breathes, "I must say you're just macho 
John Wayne, you savage." 

"News Peek standing 
by at the Alamo." 

"Hell, Ed, he ain't nu thin' but uh 
danged faggot," Merl snorts and grabs 
the shaggy red beard and yanks. The jour
nalist's shrieks cause Eunice to quail and 
break into a staggering trot, carrying her 
away from the scuffle. 

A squeal· of tires heralds the arrival of 
three San Antonio police cars. They take 
up positions cordoning off the square. To 
the west appears a police helicopter, 
rapidly approaching the Alamo. 

At one of the patrol cars, an officer 
picks up a microphone, his eyes fixed on 
the approaching chopper. 

"Foxtrot One, this is Control ... how 
d'ya copy?" There is the sound of static, 
then a reply. 

"Uh ... roger, Control, this here's 
Foxtrot One . . . we gottcha loud an' 
clear. We'll be over the Alamo in about 
three minutes an' check out those suspects 
. .. we'll let you know if they're armed -
out." 

The patrolman turns to his sergeant 
standing nearby and asks, "Sarge, you 
want us to get them ladders ready?" 

"Yep, soon's that chopper crew lets us 
know what's happening with them sus
pects, you can git to it." 

A small, white van rolls up next to one 
of the police cars. Two men step out, one 
carrying a TV camera which he focuses on 
the other, a slender, grey-haired man who 
smiles at the lens and speaks: "Howdy, 
folks . . . this is News Peek, Channel 9 
TV, here on the scene at the Alamo. 
Seems like there 's some kind of distur-
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bance here involving a few protestors. 
We'll try and get some details for you in a 
few minutes, so please stand by." He 
turns to one of the policemen and is busy 
gathering details, when a garishly-painted 
station wagon, bearing letters that cover 
the entire side of the vehicle, careens up 
and stops beside the van. A burly female 
figure scrambles from the wagon and 
heads toward the Alamo, frantically 
followed by two scurrying figures, both 
carrying TV cameras. She halts in front of 
the Alamo with the yelling crowd in the 
background. Both cameramen train on 
her. 

"This is Bronwyn Hetherington, Na
tional News, speaking to you from · San 
Antonio, Texas." She pauses dramatical-

. ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
SOF military :affairs ·editor, L.H. 

· "Mike" Williams, is a fourth genera
tion Texan, with hometown in Hous
ton. For him, the taking of the Alamo 
represents not only the desecration of a 
national monument, but a personal in
sult. The first Williams in Texas, Col. 
Samuel May Williams, served in the 
Congress of the Republic of Texas, 
started the first bank in Texas (Com
mercial Bank of Galveston), was the 
Secretary of the Texas Navy, personal 
confidant · of Sam Houston; and the 
state's first land recorder. (His adven
tures can be read in Samuel May 
. Williams: Early Texas Entrepreneur, 
Margaret- Swett .Henson, Texas A&M 
University Press, College S.tatiori, 
Texas, 1976.) .He also . had the g!)od 
sense to die broke, but in bed. 

-S. Nielsen 

ly, brushing back part of a Dutch-boy 
haircut. "Ladies and gentlemen, it is ab
solutely horrifying here at the Alamo, 
shrine of centuries of Texas atrocities 
against the pitiful, down-trodden millions 
of Spanish-American, Hispanic, Latino 
minorities. '' 

Bronwyn's appearance has caused a 
score of tourists to stop and gawk; her 
lumpy frame is encased in a tan safari suit 
festooned with cossack-type ammunition 
pouches on the jacket front, epaulets on 
the shoulders and parachute jump
pockets on the trousers. 

"As we are standing here this very 
minute, history may well repeat itself! As 
you know, in 1836, 153 brutal, macho 
Texas mercenaries assaulted 3,500 lightly 
armed, friendly, non-violent Hispanics . 
They put them to the sword by the thou
sands." She draws a breath and con
tinues, "Now the tables have turned . 
Thirty-five heavily armed, down-trodden 
young men and women - all students of 
Spanish-American backgrounds - have 
seized this ugly, chauvinistic structure in 
the name of liberal freedom ... their smil
ing faces, brown, their simple clothing, 

blue denim, and above their heads, an im
posing red banner." She lowers the mike, 
smiles, then signs off. The cameramen 
beam and the group trots back to the sta
tion wagon. 

"Go git 'emf" 

"Sarge, we got the people ready with 
the ladders!" The patrolman eyes the 
chopper as it finishes its last pass over the 
Mission. The two policemen see the pilot 
wave and the radio crackles into life, rein
forcing the hand signal. "Control, this is 
Foxtrot One . . . go on, they ain't 
armed." The chopper banks and flies 
back to the west from whence it came. 

"Go git 'em!" The sergeant waves to 
the four officers carrying ladders and run
ning for the back of the Alamo. 

"Jose! Those policias're coming weeth 
ladders! " . 

All three of the protestors, realizing 
their time has come, stand together raising 
clenched fists and singing the first strains 
of "The Internatfonale." 

"Dammit, come on, Earl, this ladder's 
a-shakin' sumthin' fierce!" Two patrol
men shakilY. clamber up the ladder and 
emerge on the roof, pausing for breath. 

"Don't shoot! We surrender!" howl 
the martyrs, raising their hands .. 

''The hell with that . . . come on out ta 
there, you loonies." 

"You're all under arrest for trespassing 
and desecratin' a shrine . . . I'm readin' 
you y9ur rights." One officer grabs Jose 
around the chest as the activist starts to 
struggle. As the motley group starts down 
the ladders, a .nattily-dressed young man 
wearing aviator-style glasses and carrying 
a black attache case runs to meet them~ 

"The President stands 
behind oppressed 

minorities:" 

. . Trotting alongside the trio, he gasps, 
"I'm J. Ewell Smythe, Health-Education
Welfare. We want you to know that the 
President is with you in your fight for 
human rights and the oppressed minor
ities! As you know, he has always been in 
the forefront in the fight for the Polish 
people." Jose looks at him as if de
mented. 

"Gringo, I ain't no polack! Jou tell that 
Carter he ain' t got no vot!!S from us!" 

. As the troop is hauled away in waiting 
patrol cars, Bronwyn is railing at the 
police brutality displayed by tt:ie officers 
in forcing the trio to descend by ladder, 
rather than furnishing them a fire engine 
with Cherry Picker. 

Copyright© 1980 by L.H. Williams, Jr. 
All rights reserved 
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HOW THE HELL DID 
WE GET HERE? 

by Patrick J. Buchanan 

T O the thunderous ovation of both Houses of 
Congress, the President enunciated the Carter 

Doctrine during his State of the Union address. 
"An attempt by any outside forces to gain con

trol of the Persian Gulf region will be regarded as 
an assault on the vital interests of the United States 
of America and ... will be repelled by any means 
necessary, including military force." 

Pardon me if I don't join in the applause. For 
the President has just issued a warning to the 
world's mightiest power which the armed forces of 
the United States lack the capacity to carry out. 

Two weeks before Jimmy Carter's formalized 
warning to the Soviets in his State of the Union ad
dress, he spelled out the limited sanctions he was 
taking against Moscow for its invasion of Afghani
stan. In the first authoritative Soviet reaction, the 
Tass News Agency responded: 

"On the whole, the statement of the President 
gives one the impression that it lacks political 
balance, lacks the real consideration. of the interna
tional situation and overestimates the real poten
tialities of the United States while underestimating 
the potentialities of those states with regard to 
which the United States plans to take some or other 
steps." 

Translated, the Soviets are saying in polite 
language that either Carter is deceiving himself as 
to U.S. military capability, or'' he is running a 
dangerous bluff in the Persian Gulf. It is difficult 
to refute the Russians. 

The Truman Doctrine in the 1940s was backed 
up by the unrivaled American atomic arsenal. The 
Eisenhower Doctrine of the '50s, covering the Mid
dle East, was supported by both strategic and naval 
dominance. 

Thanks largely to Carter and the congressmen 
who cheered him on, the Carter Doctrine is a large 
check drawn upon an account long ago marked 
"insufficient funds." 

ASSUME the Kremlin gives its benediction to a 
"war of national liberation" in Baluchistan, 

an attack on Pakistan, an invasion 0°f a collapsing 
Iran. How does Carter propose to deter them, or 
stop them? 
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We cannot credibly threaten the Soviets with 
strategic retaliation as we did in 1962, for their 
strategic arsenal is superior and less vulnerable. 
And our strategic forces have been constructed to 
conform to the McNamara Doctrine of "mutual 
assured destruction" which envisions the annihila
tion of the United States in the event of their use! 

We cannot threaten the Soviet tank armies with 
tactical atomic weapons, for the Soviets would re
spond in kind and vaporize the three carriers which 
contain most Q,f our striking power in the region of 
the Persian Gulf. 

We cannot threaten them with superior conven
tional forces, for we do not possess supe~ior con
ventional forces. The American Army is less than 
half the size of the Red Army, less well-equipped 
and half a world away from the scene. We lack the 
bases from which to fight and the airlift and sea lift 
needed to carry our soldiers to their defeat. 

"How the hell did we get here?" bawled Walter 
Cronkite in arf address to a symposium in Austin, 
Texas, on "The International Challenge of the '80s 
- Where Do We Go From Here?" 

Well, we got here through a decade of denuding 
the American military establishment, while our 
politicians and press, with a few honorable excep
tions, ignored or disparaged the greatest military 
buildup in history inside the Soviet Union. 

A ND, if memory serves, half a decade ago, 
when Cronkite was braced with evidence that 

CBS Evening News had allocated one minute in 
two years of coverage to the shifting balance of 
power, The Most Trusted Man in America dismiss
ed his questioner: 

"There are always groups in Washington ex
pressing views of alarm over the state of our 
defense spending. We don't carry those stories. 
The story is that there are those who want to cut 
defense spending." 

That's how we got here, Mr. Cronkite; and 
that's the way it is. 

Reprinted by permission of the 
Chicago Tribune-New York News Syndicate, Inc. 

~ 
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THE 
TANGLED 

WEB 
The Vietnam War: 

An Overview of the Conflict 
in Southeast Asia 

by Jim Graves 

I
N 1925, Nguyen Ai Quoc - also known as Nguyen That Thanh, Ly 
Thuy, Song Man Tcho, Nguyen 0 Phap and Nguyen Sinh Chin - a na
tionalist, communist, pro- or anti-French/ Chinese/Japanese, depend
ing on the situation - betrayed nationalist leader Phan Boi Chau to the 
French. In 1926, he formed the Thanh Nien, the Revolutionary League 

of the Youth of Vietnam. In 1941, he succeeded in uniting several communist 
and nationalist groups into the League for the Independence of Vietnam, the 
Do Cap Dong Minh Hoi or the Viet Minh. Nguyen Ai Quoc was also known as 
Ho Chi Minh. 

On 22 December 1944, 34 men paraded in a jungle clearing before a 
32-year-old history teacher wearing a black Homburg hat, a city suit and a 
revolver in a cowboy-style-holster. The men were the first regular members of 
the Vietnamese People's Liberation Army (VPLA), or Chu Luc. The ex
history teacher was Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap. 

In March 1945, the American Office of Strategic Services (OSS) determin
ed that the Viet Minh was the main Indochinese anti-Japanese force and in
creased delivery of supplies and instructors to Ho and Giap. In August, the 
Viet Minh was strong enough to seize Hanoi and declare an independent 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 

Vietnam had been controlled by the French through most of the 19th cen
tury and the French returned at the end of World War II to confidently hoist 
the Tricolor in Saigon, an act which eventually Jed to war and France's 
humiliating defeat at the village of Dien Bien Phu in 1954. 

The Geneva agreements divided Vietnam along the 17th Parallel. 
Although the United States was not a signatory, it became involved when 
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Secretary of State John Foster Dulles -
who had wanted to intervene at Dien Bien 
Phu - created the .Southeast Asia trea
ty Organization (SEATO) to protect 
Southeast Asia from communist aggres
sion. That was up front. Behind the 
scenes, Dulles sent Col. Edward Lansdale 
of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
to harass the Viet Minh. In Hanoi, 
Lansdale's men did silly things like con
taminate the fuel supply for Hanoi's bus 
lines and effective things like spread 
stories about Viet Minh terrorism and 
slogans - such as ''the Virgin Mary has 
gone South" - which led to the exodus 
of 900,000 civilians (mostly catholics) to 
the South. 

This propaganda defeat Ho turned to 
his advantage as the 900,000 who fled left 
land and property behind which was re
distributed. That helped Ho, who lived 
simply and dressed in black peasant garb, 
transform himself into the venerable and 
popular "Uncle Ho." Those fleeing south 
passed along the way some 100,000 Viet 
Minh who were headed north . While Giap 
was forced to bring most of his troops 
above the line, he left behind a 1,000-man 
cadre for future action. 

The Problems 
In The South 

The new premier in the South , Ngo 
Dinh Diem, who dressed in white and 
favored an European style of life , faced 
land reform problems, an armed threat 
from three private armies - the Cao Dai 
and Hoa Hao religious groups along with 
the Binh Zuyen criminal organization -
and the problem of assimilating the 
mountain tribes. Diem used harsh mea
sures to destroy the private armies in the 
South, failed to bring the mountain peo
ples over to his side and his incredibly cor-

TOP: Navy Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle 
(Bell SK-5 ACV) moves through 
Mekong Delta. BOTTOM: During 
"Operation Game Warden" Air Force 
Kaman HH-43 Huskie rescue helicopter 
hovers above MK II River Patrol Boat of 
Task Force 116 on Bassac River. 
MIDDLE: Navy Lt. Cmdr. Donald D. 
Sheppard aims flaming arrow at 
bamboo hut concealing Viet Cong 
bunker on bank of Bassac river. U.S. 
Navy Photographs 
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rupt regime made .no serious attempt at 
land reform. Nonetheless, Diem had the 
backing of the United States. 

The politica l arm which controlled the 
cadres in the South was known as the 
Trung Uong Cuc Mien. Nam or the Cen
tral Office for South Vietnam (COSVN). 
The man who controlled COSVN was Le 
Duan, a founding member of the In
doc:hinese Communist Party. After a trip 
to Hanoi in 1957, Le Duan came back and 
gradually began guerrilla activity in the 
South using the I ,000 men he had, with 
2,000 men he brought back from the 
North , stragglers from the Cao Dai , Hao 
Hoa and Binh Xuyen armies, disen
chanted farmers and the tribesmen. In 
1960 he organized his diverse elements in
to the National Liberation Front (NLF)
the Viet Cong. 

The Vietnam War: The Illustrated His
tory of The Conflict In Southeast Asia 
points out the above facts. It also shows 
President John F . . Kennedy was con
fronted with a deteriorating situation 
when he took office .in 1961. Perhaps 
smarting from the embarrassment of the 
Bc;ty of Pigs fiasco, he determined to resist 
communist aggression in Southeast Asia. 
Kennedy increased the flow of aid to 
South Vietnam - men , materiel and 
money - and pressed the Diem regime to 
enact reforms. 

Diem, however, made no serious at
tempts at re form, the country was torn by 
political and r'eligious ferment, and the 

· men, materiel and money had little or no 
impact on the NLF. Kennedy gave his .ap
proval to the coup that led to Diem 's 
death only three . weeks before his own 
assassination in Dallas. 

The situation faced by President Lyn
don Johnson was even worse and his reac
tion was to increase aid and assistance to 
South Vietnam . Johnson also approved a 
plan for the South Viets to conduct 
clandestine operations in the North and 
approved intelligence-gathering U.S. 
destroyer patrols along North Vietnam's 
coast. 

These actions led to the North Viet
namese patrol boat attacks on the U.S.S. 
Maddox on 2 August I964. The Maddox 
knocked out two patrol boa(s with its 
guns, but the Vietnamese fired two 
torpedos that missed by only 200 yards . A 
second attack~ questioned, as opinion is 
divided on whether the blips were real or 
imaginary boats against U.S. 
destroyers on 4. Au·gust led to an 
American air strike against North Viet
n_am 's torpedo boat base ;:it Vinh and on 7 
August Co.ngress approved the Gulf o f 
Tonkin Resolution. It gave Johnson the 
po~.er to " take all necessary measures. to 
repel any armed attack against the forces 
of the United States and ... to take all 
necessary steps focludingthe use of armed 
force to assist any member or protocol 
state" of the Southeast As.ia Treaty 
Organization. The situ<_ttlon continued to 
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TOP: North Vietnamese soldier waves flag over captured bunker at Phouc Binh in 
1975. Photo by Democratic Republic of Vietnam. BOTTOM: Marines from I Com
pany, Third Battalion, Seventh Marines, take cover 20 miles south of Da Nang 
while jet sweeps in to blast Viet Cong positions. U.S. Marine Corps Photograph. 

deteriorate and in March 1965 Johnson 
got operation " Rolling .Thunder" - air 
strikes by U.S . aircraft in the North - go
ing. On 8 March the 9th Marine Expedi
tionary Brigade came ashore at Da Nang 
to protect the air field there - a true 
watershed as it was the first time an 
American in fantry unit was committed. 

By June 1965 Johnson had moved nine 
infantry battalions into Vietnam and Gen. 
William C. Westmoreland had approval 
to move them out of the enclaves so that 
they could conduct " counter-insurgency 
combat operations." 

The Book 

The first seven chapters of T he Vietnam 
War; from which the materia l above was 

extracted , provide an excellent overview 
of the tangled web of events that led up to 
the commitment of American combat 
units in 1965. The book's remaining 16 
chapters deal with America' s halting, 
step-by-step conduct and withdrawal 
from the war, the eventual defeat of the 
South Vietnamese and the a ftermath right 
up to 1979. 

The book was published that year by 
Salamander Books in London, England, 
and Crown P ublications, lnc. of New 
York, N .Y., .published the American edi
tion at the same time. 

Salamander Books' editor Ray Bonds 
put together a 14-author team to produ\:e 
the text and he chose well - selecting I2 
Americans who had served as U.S. mili
tary historians either as civilians or 
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members of the military, and two British 
authors who contributed chapters on the 
French era and on the development of the 
communist army. The authors produced 
23 essays which cover the story of Viet
nam from the 3rd Century B.C. up to 
1979. Additionally there is a thought
provoking foreward by Gen. Westmore
land, the American commanding general 
in Vietnam frqm .1964 to 1968. 

For icing, Bonds included a section with 
brief biographies of key individuals in 
Southeast Asia, a chronology of the main 
events and a comprehensive index. 

The book is lavishly illustrated with 590 
photographs, maps, charts, diagrams and 
some of the most spectacu1ar four-color 
art illustrations I've seen produced on the 
war. The photographs were obtained 
from the various branches of the U.S. 
military, from the Etablissement Cine
matographique et Photographique des 
Armees, the Associated Press, the Royal 
Laotian army, the Australian army, the 
U.S. government, the Department of 
Defense, the New York Times, Popper
photo, Harlingue-Viollet, the government 
of Kampuchea and the Democratic Re
public of Vietnam. (The drawings and 
photographs reproduced with this article 
were taken from the book - Copyright © 
Salamander Books, Ltd., 1979. Used by 
permission of Crown Publishers, Inc.) 

While the topical approach to writing 
history does not generally result in the 
production of a unified theory, a careful 
reading of the book produces ample sup
port for some theories Westmoreland rais
ed in his foreward. Westmoreland wrote: 
" ... The North Vietnamese 'broke the will 
of the enemy to fight' and despite Amer
ican victory on virtua,lly every battlefield, 
emerged in the end triumphant." North 
Vietnam's ability to "break the will" of 
America was in Westmoreland's view 
assisted by Johnson's determination to 
keep the war limited, thus locking 
American forces into a defensive strategy 
and more importantly a prolonged con
flict. Westmoreland is certainly correct in 
that Johnson 's policy was directed so as to 
follow '' ... a policy at home of business as 
usual. Had it not been for the draft, and 
sensational coverage of the war piped for 
the first time by television "into American 
living rooms, only those who served and 
their loved ones would have recognized 
that the nation was at war.'' 

The Tet Campaign 

Writing about Tet, Westmoreland 
hammered home his point about jour
nalistic coverage of the war: "Despite the 
fact that the North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong incurred a military defeat of such 
proportions that it took them four years 
to recover, reporting of the offensive by 
press and television in the United States 
gave an impression if not of American and 
South Vietnamese defeat, then of endless 
war that could never be won." · 
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Charles B. MacDonald, Deputy Chief 
Historian for Southeast Asia in the U.S. 
Army Center for Military History, was the 
author of the essay covering the Tet cam
paign in The Vietnam War. His essay sup
ports Westmoreland's position on the role 
of journalists. 
M~cDonald's theory is that the massive 

assault on South Vietnam's cities in 1968 
was an all-out military offensive designed 
to convince the Americans that victory in 
Vietnam would require sacrifices America 
was not willing to make. He details the 
elaborate and cunning preparations the 
North Vietnamese made just prior to the 
battle and it is fascinating reading. 

As MacDonald explains, the North 
Vietnamese started attacks against remote 
posts - Song Be, Loe Ninh, Dak To and 
Khe Sanh - to draw off American troops 
from the cities and disguise . their plan. 
NV A and VC commanders participating 
in the diversions and ·the. main attacks 
were . not told of their real purpose and 
targets until the last possible moment. To 
prevent American bombing of supply 
lines during the final buUd-up, North 
Vietnamese officials passed the word to 
the American government that if U.S. 
" ... bombing ceased, North Vietnam 
'would hold talks.' That was a change 
from the usual 'might hold talks'." The 
U.S. passed word back through Romania 
that bombing around Hanoi would be 
halted. Finally, because Tet is such an im
portant holiday, observed as seriously in 
the North as in the South, North Vietnam 
moved up the date of its Tet festivities one 
day, so its troops could celebrate for three 
days before the scheduled start of the Tet 
assaults on 31 January . 

Despite the careful planning, one North 
Vietnamese headquarters unit launched its 
attacks prematurely, hitting cities in the 
Central Highlands and central coastal 
provinces. According to MacDonald, this 
enabled the Americans and South Viet
namese to get out an alert. 

MacDonald calls Tet a " ... · severe 
defeat for the communists," a premise 
based on the failure of the communists' 
primary goals - their hope to trigger a 
civilian uprising, desertion from South 
Vietnamese military forces and their plan 
to demonstrate that the ARYN was in
C(lpable or unwilling to fight - and severe 
communist losses: 32,000 killed and 5,800 
captured as opposed to 3,800 American 
and ARYN losses in the first two weeks. 

The Failure Of 
The Journalists 

"But this was not the impression given 
by the copy and television of American 
newsmen. As one of their number, Peter 
Breastrup, then reporting for the 
Washington Post, was to note in a 
carefully-documented study nine years 
later: 'Rarely has contemporary crisis-

journalism turned out, in retrospect, to 
have veered so widely from reality'." 

MacDonald also asserts that the 
newsmen had not taken pre-Tet warnings 
of upcoming communist activity seriously 
and therefore, "To them, the Tet offen
sive was an incredible shock, an· un
mitigated disaster , a clear American and 
South Vietnamese defeat. None of them 
thought to draw parallels with other wars 
in which a losing side had staged a grand 
surprise assa.ult - as Germany had in 
1918 and 1944. Confirmed in their long
held skepticism, they were determined to 
expose the subterfuge and chicanery they 
saw behind the Johnson administration's 
claims of progress." 

"Damage in the cities, light by the stan
dards of World Wars I and II or Korea, 
was to most newsmen appalling ., Televi
sion cameras focusing on one badly 
damaged block could give the impression 
of an entire city in ruins ." 

Following Tet there were three actions 
that had tremendous impact on the even
tual outcome of the war. Westmoreland 
gave up his command in Vietnam to be
come Army Chief of Staff, Johnson an
nounced that he would not be a candidate 
- he suggested peace talks and " ... to his 
surprise the North Vietnamese agreed to 
talk." MacDonald calls Tet a mil itary 
defeat but a psychological victory for the 
communists and reasons that it " ... pre
pared the way for their eventual victory." 

Khe Sanh: Ruse Or 
Key Battle? 

In my op1111on both MacDonald and 
Bernard C. Nalty, who wrote the chapter 
on Khe Sanh (See "Khe Sanh: No Dien 
Bien Phu,' " SOF, May '80) failed either to 
recognize the importance of the battle for 
Khe Sanh or place it in its proper perspec
tive as part of the North Vietnamese 
general offensive of 1968. MacDonald 
calls it a mere ruse while Nalty says Tet 
was the main offensive and " ... it is 
unlikely that the North Vietnamese ever 
envisaged the base as a second Dien Bien 
Phu.'' Nalty is not even convinced that it 
was "the most important battle " of the 
war. 

It is doubtful if it will ever be decided 
which - Tet or the siege of Khe Sanh -
was the main effort, or even which had 
the most impact in the United States. Bqt 
to me it is significant that primarily Viet 
Cong were committed to the Tet offensive 
while the 325th and 304th NV A divisions 
laid siege to Khe Sanh at the same .time the 
324th and 320th NV A divisions tied down 
Marine units along Route 9, just east of 
Khe Sanh. The 304th, designated to make 
the final assault on Khe Sanh, fought with 
great distinction at Dien Bien Phu and 
was considered one of the best NV A units. 
Its allocation to the attack has to be 
significant. 
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1st Air Cavalry Reconnaissance platoon members jump from UH-10 Huey three kilometers west of Due Tho 
during "Operation Oregon." U.S. Army Photograph 

Maj. David Miller, one of the two 
British writers, contributed an essay on 
the development of the communist armies 
to The Vietnam War and his comments 
about Tet and Khe Sanh are interesting . 
Miller claims the Tet campaign was decid 
ed on only " ... after a major row in the 
Central Committee ." He states that the 
Chinese and Gen . Giap were opposed to 
t.J:ie plan as it " ... represented a major 
aberration-of orthodox theory . ... '' Miller 
also points out, accurately, that Tet was a 
VC operation, and NVA units not com
mitted at Khe Sanh were generally held 
out of the battle. Communist losses dur
ing Tet Miller pegs at over 45,000 killed 
and captured and he states that after Tet 
" .. . the predominance of the NV A mili 
tary forces over the Viet Cong was ab
solute." Miller asserts that at Khe Sanh: 
"There can be no doubt that Gen. Giap 
was trying to recreate the conditions and 
success of Dien Bien Phu, and the sur-
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render of the garrison would have been a 
fatal blow to the Americans." 

In a forward written for The Battle For 
Khe Sanh, published in 1969 by Head
quarters, United States Marine Corps, 
Westmoreland wrote: "There is also little 
doubt that the enemy hoped at Khe Sanh 
to attain a climactic victory, such as he 
had done in 1954 at Dien Bien Phu, in the 
expectation that this would produce a 
psychological shock and erode American 
morale." Westmoreland claimed the 
thrust against Khe Sanh was an attempt 
by the North Vietnamese to take over the 
Northern two provinces of Vietnam for 
the purpose of setting up a "liberation 
government" there . 

The Origin Of 
Dust Off 

Although The Vietnam War essays 
generally are what is referred to as over-

views, a careful reader will be able to ex
tract som~ fascinating incidents and trivia 
from the book . 

For example: 
"Dust Off," a word we all knew and 

came to appreciate in Vietnam, comes 
from the radio call-sign of Maj. Charles 
Kelley, a famed pilot killed 'in action in 
1964. 

Operation Starlite in 1966 was actually 
supposed to be named Operation Satellite. 
The name change resulted frorn . a clerk's 
typing error undiscovered until too late to 
be changed 

T)1e concept that the communists 
operated "on a handful of rice a· day" is a 
myth. Gen. Giap once wrote: "On the 
Dien Bien Phu front the supply of food 
and munitions was a factor as important 
as the problem of tactics .... Day and night 
hundreds of thousan_ds of porters and 
young volunteers crossed the passes and 
Continued on page 59 
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FURY ON HI.LL -64 
by Col. Henry Radcliffe as told to Bob Poos 

EDITOR'S NOTE 
Only O{'le Marine unit at the Khe Sanh Combat Base was overwhelmed during the 77-day North Vietnamese siege 

(See "Khe Sanh: No Dien Bien Phu," SOF, May '80) in 1968 - a platoon of Alpha Company, First Battalion, Ninth 
Marines. The company commander, then Capt. Henry Radcliffe, sought permission from Marine brass to lead a 
counter-attack when the outpost was overrun. Permission denied. 

But Marines have a way of going after their own, whither the brass approves. or not, as we shall see. Radcliffe, 
now a full colonel, stationed at the American Embassy in London, refers to himself as "the duty Marine over here." 
SOP obtained this exclusive interview with him via long distance to the Brisith capital after first coming across an ac
count of the event in The Vietnam War: The illustrated history of the conflict in Southeast Asia. 

"Our battalion was at the western limit 
. of Khe Sanh Combat Base with the · 
mission of holding the western approach. 
On the night of 6 February 1968, the 
Nor.th Vietnamese, with a large infantry 
force under cover of roc.ket and artiHery 
fi re, moved in and overran the Special 
Forces camp at Lang Vei (See "Armor in 
The Wire!" SOF, November '79) . 

"Next day, rumors really began flying 
and then some of the Montagnards who'd 
been at Lang Vei started drifting in with 
tales of what had happened there. 

"I went out that afternoon to check a 
strong point we had on ·a place called Hill 
64 - not bec~use of its height - but be
cause we had 64 Marines up there, a rifle 
platoon reinforced with some extra mor
tars and machine-gun teams . 

"The platoon commander, 2nd Lt. 
Terence R. Roach , Jr., some men and I 
started stringing wire in earnest, using a 
couple of sledgehammers our battalion 
sergeant major had 'commandeered' 
somewhere . 

"I explained to Roach what had hap
pened at Lang Vei and told him the com
pany would be on 100 percent alert. . 

"So that night no one in our .company 
~lept and we put out our night activities -
what . we called our night acts - you 
know, patrolling_ o utside the wire, moving 
fr.om position to position, making sure 
night-time security was established. I 
stood watch off arid on with the radio 
operator. 

" About 0330 hours, I got a call from 
Roach and he said there was lots of move
ment outside their wire .. I had just asked 
him what the st.ate of the alert was, and he 
replied '100 percent,' _when all hell broke 
loose. We started receiving heavy artillery 
fire, which was unusual at night - you 
didn't get much of that after dark. 

"Then it q'uietened down . We waited 
'ti'll morning and one~ the sky staqed to 
clear, we got a Bird Dog (spotter plane] up 
there. The enemy ceased fire from their 
positions and we settled down until late 

. afternoon . '' 
The quiet day had ominous prospects 

for Alpha 119 and its isolated strong 
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point. The North Vietnamese waited for 
cover of darkness and then , as Col. 
Radcliffe tells it : 

"We got word they were being hit -
quicker than I can tell you - it was a 
massive assault of the northwest slope. 
The position was a rather remarkable one. 
It was football-shaped and our strong 
point was on one end of the football. The 
men were strung out almost due west . 

"We had been thinking ahead and had 
buried caches of food, ammunition and 
hand grenades - they carrie in handy. 

"Meanwhile, in a really massive charge, 
the North Vietnamese totally sabotaged 
the barbed wire. They had placed auto
matic weapons on another hill further out 
to the west and with good covering fire 
from the artillery, made the charge. I got a 
radio relay from the platoon RTO man 
who evidently recogni zed my vo ice. He 
s(!.id, 'Skipper, come and get us. They're 
all over the place. They've broken 
through the wire, but we're tryin g to hold 
them back .' 

"I told him to get Roacli on the radio, 
but he said, 'I can't, he's out reorganizing 
the men .' . 

"So I called on the land iine we had run 
rjght out to the wire, and tried to figure 
out what the hell was going on. Mean
while, I told a supporting tank company 
that things w.ere real ti ght.'.' 

"I requested permission [from bat
talion] to counter-attack. Permission was 
denied . Higher headquarters policy was 
that we would sit tight and ·not get engag
ed in pursuing long-term heavy ground 
com pat. If there was going to be a war in 
the trenches, it was going to be on their 
si'de [to attack], not ours. We'd hit 'em 
with air and artillery while the enemy was 
out in the open, trying to charge the 
trenches . 

"We waited "and communications with 
the overrun platoon got worse. I triecl to 
get another lieut~nant up there on the hill. 
But he was shell-shocked. An RPG round 
had gone off right in his bunker. He could 
talk but he couldp't hear. So I had to 
shout and relay the words through the 
radio operator to him as best I could . 

-Bob Poos 

"By then, they had overrun the position 
after blowing the wire with satchel charges 
and bangalore torpedoes, movin g in real 
quickly . 

"Finally, I told my exec, Lt. Gri ff in : 
'Griff, you're gonna have to watch the 
company - I'm going to take what I can, 
go out there and find out what the hell' s 
going on. You give that word on the land 
line back to battalion.' " 

Radcliffe decided to act on his own. 
"I still hadn't been given permission 

from headquarters to counter-at tack. But 
nobody said I couldn't make a 'Recon in 
Force' (he didn't ask) ." 

Radcliffe gathered together a team of 
volunteers, the company gunnery ser
g~ant, some squad and fire team leaders 
and a couple of eager privates. The co m
pany's blood was up, aware of budd ies in 
trouble out there in all that noise, 
shellfire, rattling of automatic weapons 
and gloom _of darkness - probably the 
entire company would have volunteered. 

Radcliffe continues: "So I picked up a 
squad and placed them on my left flank, 
which faced west. I said, 'For Christ' s 
sake, dori 't let those guys [the North Viet
namese] get between us, we could lose our 
lives.' Then 12 of us made the climb up 
the slope of the football-shaped hill. 

"And a corporal, who had been with 
the company a long time, came crawling 
over and said, 'Gooks all over the place , 
captain.' 

"I said, 'Where is the rest of your pla
toon?' He replied, 'This is all, skipper. 
This is all we have left.' I found out later 
tha't Roach and the platoon sergeant had 
both been killed, not in the initial assault 
but in the second or third·. 

"So I took my volunteer group and 
moved down to see . what the position 
looked like on the southern side. We had a 
trench line that was dug around the hill in 
a zigzag pattern. I started moving down to 
these positions, occupied now by the 
NVA. 

"We were fighting so goddamn close 
that we couldn't fire our M79s, as the 
grenade launcher rounds must travel nine 
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TOP: After successful counter-attack, Radcliffe's Marines were ordered to withdraw to main perimeter and 
jets dove in to deliver napalm on remaining NVA. ABOVE LEFT: Capt. Henry Radcliffe led "Recon-in-force" 

through trench lines (behind) to drive out NVA assault force which overran outpost from his company on Hill 
64 during battle at Khe Sanh Combat Base in 1968. ABOVE MIDDLE: Hill 64 and surrounding area were 

pounded by numerous ai r strikes on 9 February. ABOVE RIGHT: One load of captured NVA weapons removed 
from Hill 64 after Marines retook position: weapons include AK-47s, RPG-7 launchers, 60mm mortar, 

Russian RPD LMGs and RP-46 LMGs. 

feet from the muzzle before they arm 
themselves. 

"We pulled back a little and, luckily, 
found a weapons cache and pulled out a 
case of grenades. 

"We just went at it - hand g'renades, 
hand grenades, blowing them out of the 
positions they'd taken over. We finally 
cleared the damn thing. It was, I guess, 
0300. 
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The Hill Was Covered 
With NV A Bodies 

"Later on, they made serious attempts 
to kick us off that hill; by this time it was 
beginning to get light. The only air we 
could get was some South Vietnamese Sky 
Raiders. We brought those in and they did 
a helluva fine job . We were able to repel 
two attacks. One of them crested the hill 

and we gave them a hail of fire. About 
eight or 10 of them were th ere with 
grenades and AKs. They were coming up 
a hill that was covered with NV A bodies.'' 

That attack hurled back, Capt. 
Radcliffe and his squad of volunteers 
started looking for survivin g Marines. 
"We found seven or 10 wo unded. There 
were still a few small pockets at the 
Continued on page 59 
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The fighting men 
Anti-Communist forces In Vietnam Included the South 
Vietnamese (Army of the Republic of Vietnam, ARVN), 
French, American and Australian. The ARVN were often 
compared unfavorably with the NVA and Viet Cong, but the 
ARVN fought well when led well. The French fought In 
Indochina from 1946 to 1954, losing 94,581 killed and 
missing, with 78,127 wounded. The U.S. Infantrymen bore 
the brunt of the second Vietnam War effort with more than 
500,000 U.S troops In Southeast Asia In 1968-69. Between 
1964 and 1973 45,790 were killed. The Australians had 
6,672 men committed In 1969. 

The Australian 



Q>rnmunlst forces Included the Viet 
CfmEI• th~ Indigenous national liberat ion 
lilOVement of South Vietnam, and the 
North Vletnllinese Army, of which it 
was nommal)y Independent. There were 
regUJar VC ~ts of up to regimental 
svengtb #many small, part-time 
units In ~. The North Vietnamese 
Arrna-.·at fir.It' supplemented and then 
t®l"Over M:Jm the VC. The 197 5 
ClqQUnql'dst-vlctory was the result of a 
co~tloll., Invasion by North 
Vfetilllrii~armor and Infantry. 

The Viet Cong soldier 



Casualty evacuation from the battlefield 
The helicopter made a very 
significant contribution to 
casualty evacuation in Southeast 
Asia. Nearly all US and A.RVN 
battlefield casualties were heli
lifted to rear areas. Transport 
aircraft of the US Air Force were 
used for the evacuation of 
patients needing major medica l 
facilities in Southeast Asia or in 
the United States; the USA.F's 
Military Airlift Command 
evacuated a total of 406,022 
patients, including 168,832 battle 
casualties, between 1965 and 1973. 

Causes of casualties 
The proportion of deaths from small arms in 
Southeast Asia (see tab le, ri ght ) showed a 
marked in crease over W orld War II (32 per 
cent) and Korea (33 per cen t) and was mainly 
due to the advent of the lightweig ht. high 
veloc ity rounds fired by the Soviet A K- 4 7 
(and captured ,11,merican M16s) . These 
bullets caused large entry and ex it wounds, 
left severe ti ssue damage, and affected bl ood 
vessels out of the direct path of the missile. 
These w ea pons' rapid-fire ca pability 
in creased th e proporti on of multiple wounds. 
Wounds caused by mines and booby-traps 
were often very large and dirty, beca use the 
victim was usually close to t he device w hen 
it exploded. The figu res here are averaged 
over the years 1965-70; actual proportions 
varied year to year. 

Serious casualties, Allied forces, 1966-1971 

Deaths Causes 

51 % small arms 

36% fragments from 
artill ery 

11 % booby traps, mine 

punji stakes 

2% oth ers 

The numbers of serious casualties sustain ed during the yea rs 1966-1971 
by US (red), South Vietnamese (green), and Alli ed (orange) troops 
are shown below. The death ratio for those who reached US hospita ls 
w as 2.6 per cent, a very signi ficant improvement on the 4.5 per cent 
death ra te of World War 11. The ratio would have been even more 
favorable had it not been for the helicopter, which delivered to hospita l 
a proportion of mortally-wounded soldiers who would have died on 
the battlefield in previous conflicts. Of the wounded w ho survived, a 
massive 83 per cent were able to return to military duty either in 
South Vietnam or in the United States. 
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Wounds 

16% 

65% 

15% 

2% 

2% 

Location of w ounds 
The two segmented 
circles, co lor-keyed to 
the figure of the soldier, 
shows the locat ion of 
fata l (A, far left) and 
non-fata l wou nds (B) in 
casualties reaching 
hospi ta ls. A high 
proport ion of fatal ities 
were due to head and 
neck wounds; t his was 
attri buted by medical staff 
to the reluctance of troops 
engaged in violent act ivity 
to wear helmets. 
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Continued from page 53 
forded the ri vers in spite of enemy planes 
and delayed action bombs. Indeed, a 
strong rear is always the deci sive factor 
for victory in a revolutionary war. ' ' 

In 1967, the U.S. had 473,200 troops in 
Vietn am. But actual in fa'ntry strength was 
49,500 men, onl y 10.46 percent. The re
maind·er were a rtillery and engineers (12 
percent), avia tion (2 percent) and head
qu arters and logistics (75 percent). 
VC/ NV A strength at the same time was 
estimated to be 63,060 combat troops and 
an unknown number of porters and other 
non-combat personnel. 

To illu strate just how seriously the VC 
took their campaign of terrori sm, con
sider thi s incident from Hue , February
March, 1968: " . . . A squad with a death 
order ent ered the house of a prominent 
community leader and shot him , his wife , 
his married son, and daughter-in-law, his 
young unma rried daughter, a male and 
female servant and their baby . The famil y 
cat was strangled , the famil y dog was 
clubbed to death, and the goldfi sh 
scooped out of th e fi shbowl and tossed 
onto the floor . When the communists left 
no life rem ained in the house - a 'family 
uni t ' had been eliminated." 

By 1971 the U.S . had refined it s aerial 
night-war capability unt il it claimed 
thousands o f truck s destroyed on the Ho 
Chi Minh trail during a week 's time. 
However , supplies continued to flow from 
north to south, rai sing some question s 
about the " truck war. " The bigges t ques
tion of all was " . . . where were the ten s of 
tho usands o f burned-out wrecks that 
should have littered the roads of southern 
Laos? (To an swer this last question, ir
reverent junior officers invented the 
" Great Laotian Truck Eater," a monster 
which arose before dawn to devour the 
vehicles killed during the night!) " 

The most difficult target American 
pilo ts faced in North Vietnam was the 
Thanh Hoa bridge, some 80 miles south 
of H anoi. Navy, Air Force and Marine 
airmen flew 700 sorties again st the bridge 
at the cost of eight aircraft. "Walleye" 
glide bombs, which had a television 
camera in the nose of the. 1, I 00-pound 
warhead to relay a picture to the cockpit 
of the bomber, scored hits on the span but 
failed to bring it down. But in 1972 a 
" Smart" bomb - a 2,000-pound bomb 
guided by a laser beam - brought it 
do wn. 

" The destruction of the Thanh Hoa 
bridge disproved a legend ... that the world 
was composed of two spring-loaded 
hemispheres, hinged somewhere under th e 
Atlantic and held together by the Thanh 
Hoa bridge ; if the bridge was severed, th e 
world would fly apart! " 

The Vietnam War is a big book (245 
pages) and in it the Vietnam vet or reader 
interested in the Vietnam war will find 
hundreds of bit s of information like the 
ones above. 
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He'll also find some of the most 
dramatic . photograph s ever publi shed on 
Vietnam, particularly those obtained from 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 
There a re some spectacu la r shots showing 
communist troops moving into South 
Vietnamese cities and bases in 1975. One 
in particular - it shows four NV As, car
rying AK-47s, running past abandoned 
ARYN helicopters on the strip at Tan Son 
Nhut - will always stick in my mind . 

The Vietnam War is also fairly expen
sive - $ 17.95 - but even at that price it' s 
a bargain. As th e best overall illustrated 
hi story of Vietnam it belongs on your 
she! f. 

THE VIETNAM WAR. Edited by Ray 
Bonds. Salamander Books, Ltd., Lon: 
don. 1979. 248 pp. $17.95. Order from 
Soldier of Fortune, Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 

HILL 64 
Continued from nage 55 
western end that we hadn't taken yet. But 
it was pretty obvious by now that we con
trolled all the high ground. 

"Daylight came and we called in more 
accurate fire, myself and the radio 
operator . I had a really ·super artillery FO, 
a ran ee corporal who could call in I 05 fire 
right in your back pocket. We were abl e 
now to knock off most of their supporti ve 
fire on the far hill with our artillery. 

"Now It was just a matter of mopping 
them up. They were reluctant to leave but 
I think we just had a little more resolve to 
get th e edge than they did. 

"Then we started findin g a couple of 
o ur men still ali ve here and there in 
bunkers that had been overrun. A squad 
leader, a corporal, a really super guy, who 
was wounded himself, went down the 
trenches, picking up wounded men and 
carrying them back down th e hill through 
a hail of enem y fire . 

"Keep everybody off my back 
while I consolidate." 

"We continued to clear the area and 
found more wounded Marines along with 
some NVA . I was in the process of mak
in g sure we got all the people out of there 
without any more casualties from so
called wounded NV A . Then the situation 
began to stabilize. " 

Capt . Radcliffe then decided that he 
was going to hold the hill with the pick-up 
force he had: "I told the XO that I had a 
hell of a lot of confidence in him - you 're 
going to have to keep everybody off my 
back while I consolidate. I don't have any 
time to talk on the radio . 

"We checked out the wounded North 
Vietn a mese and I found that one' of them 
was a company commander, so I told one 
of my troops: 'Scotty, we gotta get this 
guy back .' ! think there was a total of 

three NVAs a live and I said to a corps
man , 'Doc, how ·do we stand?' 

"He said, 'I think a couple of these 
guys will make it.' So I said to the Gun ~ 
ney: 'We're lucky as hell , got a couple of 
prisoners . Get some Marines and get them 
down the hill. And goddamn it , I don't 
want them "dying" on the way down.' 

"So the Marines started luggin g them 
down and one guy slipped and he and th e 
·prisoner slid down th e hill aways and I 
remember hearing him say to the pri soner , 
' You son of a bitch, I' ve carried you this 
far - you gotta live.' · 

"But we just couldn't keep them alive, 
no matter how hard we tri ed, a lt hough we 
got a lot of good information ·off them , 
especially th e officer. l-Ie was worth hi s 
wei ght in gold . " 

The fight was over now and it was just a 
matter of Alpha I / 9 poli cing up the area . 

Radcliffe says: "We loaded the wound
ed back down the hill, then we tried to 
clear out all the weapons, went around , 
counted bodies and in vestigated to see if 
anyone was sti ll a live. It was a damn mess. 
As I said, Roach was kill ed . The platoon 
sergeant was killed . As I recall, one or two 
of the squad leaders mad e it out o f" there. 
When the chain of command was blown 
apart, those guys took it upo n themslev.es 
to react as best they could and I think 
their training paid off." 

SOF: "That sounds like it was one hell 
of a fight." 

Radcliffe: "Oh yeah , that was quite a 
day. We probably fired enough rounds 
that day to start the Third World War . 

"A North Vietnamese 
stood on him." 

"When we moved over to th e other 
slope of the hill, we found a couple of 
other Mari_nes . Chri st , they were the fur
thest ones out and they were still ali ve . 
One of them in particular was out there 
when they first got overrun . He was stun
ned but was awake wh en they stripped hi s 
body of his papers and stuff. 

"He told me he believed that the North 
Vietnamese, at least one or two of them, 
knew he was alive. In fact one of them 
stood on him . He didn ' t know if he ~as 
standing on .him to be mean or if he was 
trying to keep people off of him. He 
wasn't jumping up and down on him or 
an ything like that, just stood on him . And 
the kid said he knew that t hose guys look
ed at h.im and saw him with his eyes 
open." (Eds. note: L/Cpl. Robert Wiley, 
who was temporarily paralyzed by the ex
plosion of a satchel charge , remained con
scious while enemy soliders searched him 
and took photographs and documents he 
<; arried.) 

SOF: "Did you get a decoration out of 
that operation?" 

Radcliffe: "Yeab.'' 
SOF: "What did you get?" 
Radcliffe: " I'd rathe.r not talk about 

Continued on page 83 · 
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THE GREAT 
RHODESIAN ELECTION - . 

'FRAUD 
How The West Sold Out Rhodesia 

by Robert K. Brown 

As· the Rhodesian elections drew near, SOF decided to send a 
contingent of staffers to observe, as well as help maintain "law 
and order" in our own small way. Brown, Craig Nunn, Associate 
Editor MacDougald and SOF contributor Tom Wilkinson arrived in 
Rhodesia a few days before the election and managed to get in a 
small fire fight while accompanying a company of Rhodesian 
African Rifles. After the election, a rumor of an arrest list of pro
minent foreign volunteers with the security forces and of any SOF 
staff members forced the SOF contingent to "go to ground." The 
rumor proved to be just that, but as Brown explains, "The line bet
ween prudence and paranoia is, on occasion, a bit grey." A full 
report on SOF's adventures and misadventures will be carried in a 
future issue. 

ANOTHER defeat for the West. After 
15 years of gallantly thumbing her 

nose at England, the United States and the 
rest of the world, Rhodesia has fallen. 
Fallen, in the final analysis, not to tens of 
tho1,1sands of communist-sponsored ter
rorists, but to a crooked election in which 
blatant intimidation played so prominent 
a role as to make the Boss Tweeds and 
Mayor Daleys of the big city machines 
that resorted to election fraud in the past 
green with envy. 

The black and white Rhodesian politi
cal parties, which had conducted a fair 
and free· democratic election in April 
1979, and ·which had been pressured into 
holding another election with their ter
rorist opponents, due to pressure exerted 
by England, the U.S. and militant black 
African nations, once again opted to play 
by the rules. They restricted their elec
tioneering techniques to those accepted by 
the west. 

The Rb.odesian pro-western political 
groups predicted that even though the ter
rorist parties were participating in the 
elections;they would not·win a majority. 
That a coalition of the Rhodesian Front, 
representing the whites; the UANC, led by 
Bishop Muzorewa, who had won the 
April 1979 elections, and Joshua Nkomo, 
leader of ZIPRA, would take power. It 
was agreed amongst the anti-communists 
that Nkomo Jed the least offensive of the 
two terr ·~rganizations even though he was 
responsible' for and boasted about shoot
ing down two Air Rhodesia Viscounts fill
ed with civilian passengers. 
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When the votes were counted, Upset! 
Marxist Robert Mugabe won an astound
ing 63 percent of the vote and 57 seats - a 
solid majority - in the new Parliament. 

How did the terrorist Mugabe manage 
such a massive and conclusive upset? By a 
well-orchestrated, clever campaign of in
timidation which either went unnoticed or 
was ignored by most "impartial" 
observers and the western "liberals" who 
were determined to end the war no matter 
what the price. 

Mugabe and his terrs obtained "vic
tory'' by threatening the black electorate 
with indiscriminate assassination and 
mutilation - and continuation of the war 
- if Mugabe did not win. 

One of Rhodesia's two Anglican bish
ops, Bishop Paul Burrough of Mashona
Jand (northern quarter of Rhodesia in
habited by the Mashona tribe which made 
up the bulk of Mugabe's forces) in a letter 
published in the London Times shortly 
after the elections, summed up the situa
tion, saying that Mugabe won the election 
because the blacks believed ''that only by 
appeasement could peace be restored''; 
that the Rhodesian blacks had decided, 
like the British election organizers to ob
tain "peace at any price.' 1 

"In effect,' he continued, "the country 
was handed to those trying to take it by 
force, who had made it abundantly clear 
that murder and destruction would con
tinue unless this were done. 

"So keen were the people to give in to 
mass intimidation . . . that in the most 
vital province, 112 percent of the assessed 

voters turned out, including an unknown 
number of children who were rarely asked 
for credentials," he wrote. 

In view of the above statement, it will 
be interesting to see if the good bishop is 
allowed back into Rhodesia and , also, 
how long he. stays. 

What intimidation techniques did the 
terrs use to force their will upon the large
ly illiterate, politically unsophisticated 
black tribesmen? A member of a Ground 
Cover unit - a native-born Rhodesian 
who speaks four African dialects fluent ly 
and is a long-time friend of SOF - re
ported the following: 

"A Ground Cover (GC) unit was as
signed to each re&ional police station . GC 
personnel were responsible for gathering 
intelligence for a specific area. One Euro
pean would command and control a stick 
of four Africans who would operate their 
own informant nets. Informants were 
paid cash for good information. Some 
provided information because they were 
sympathetic, e.g., their relatives were 
members of the security forces. Others 
could be coerced due to past terr ac
tivities. 

"GC units often obtained intelligence 
by what they called 'pick-ups. ' For in
stance, when buses were stopped at road 
blocks, every passenger would be briefly 
interviewed. If an individual was found to 
be friendly or if we found a passenger who 
had provided us with information in the 
past, we would find some excuse to take 
.him off the bus and interview him further . 
Often we'd use the ruse of finding some
thing wrong with his papers. In this man
ner we developed a comprehensive picture 
of the terr order of battle in the region -
their strength, armament and war names. 

"Shortly after the Lancaster House 
agreements (the negotiations attended by 
the British, the terrs and Rhodesians, 
which led to the March 1980 elections) 
were accepted and civilian buses started 
operating through the Tribal Trust Lands 
(TTLs), we found that two or three terrs 
were remaining in each kraal. They were 
the hardcore who had been in the areas a 
long time, in some cases two or three 
years. 

Rather than going to the designated 
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' Terrs also used hand calculators. 'TI ey 
;_,wo'u-ld 'show the tribesmen the calculat ors, 

punch a .number and tell thez.or 'r that 
with this device they could deter ·ne who 
voted for whom. · 

In order to prove one was I . , the legal 
. oting age, voters had to pt6duce birth 

r:.t:~;.w<i,..~ertificates. In some cases, ii{) individuals 
sed the same certificate a.fid, therefore, , 

mnumerable ·underage iJ¥1ividuals voted 
f9r Mugabe'in the Muga!le-terr-controlled 



I F you don't have it on when trouble 
comes, you bought it to be buried in. 
Most fatal gunfights in the United 

States occur from 12 feet or closer and are 
over in an average of less than three 
seconds. 

Soft, lightweight, bullet-resistant vests 
are concealable enough today to offer real 
pr.otection to police, bodyguards and se-

• curity personnel , but to be effective you 
have to be wearing them when trouble 
comes. 

In addition, to get your money's worth 
from soft body armor you need facts 
before buying, especially as many vest 
salesmen will mislead you. · 

. You must first decide why you need it, 
how often it will be worn, what coverage 
you want and what it will have to stop. 

To decide what threat level you wish to 
stop, canvass your area to check the types 
of confiscated weapons and types of wea
pons most likely to be used against you. 
You' must be realistic and get a vest that 
you will be able to wear daily. Threat 
levels are listed according to the types ·o f 
projectiles the armor will have to stop : 

Threat Level I - 22 LR (40-gr.); 38 
spec. RNSP; 12-ga. No. 4 shot. 

Threat Level IIA - 9mm FMJ (1090 
f/s) 124-gr.; 357 mag. 158-gr. lead. 

Threat Level II ·_ 9 mm FMJ Rem
ington 124-gr.; 1175 f/s; 357 mag. JSP 
Speer 158-gr. 

Threat Level UI - 7.62mm (.308 Win
chester) 150-gr. 

Threat Level IV - .30-06 military 
APM-2, 166-gr., 2750 f/s. 

I recommend you start by consic!ering a 
Threat Level IIA vest, since most U.S. 
handgun .rounds in street use can be stop
ped by this vest. In Europe, you will need 
a Threat Level II vest, since there are 
numerous 9mms with high-velocity, sleel
cored l?ullets. A Threat Level II will also 
stop most 9mm submachine-gun rounds . 

I would not recommend buying a new 
vest made of Kevlar® layers and multiple 
layers o f ballistic nylon. Ballistic nylon 
was used extensively a few years ago, but 
Kevlar® is much stronger by weight and 
ballistic nylon is being phased out. 

Q~t a vest that has 16 layers of Kevlar® 
29, 1,000 denier, 3lx31 weave. Each layer 
should be bonded on its edges (as this will 
increase the life of the ballistic panels, and 
all panels I've tested took multiple hits 
closer to the edges of the panel than with 
unbonded panels.) Each panel should be 
enclosed in water-proofed nylon or rub
ber-c'oated Kevlar®. Uncoated ballistic 
panels simply build up smells easier; they 
are not appreciably cooler. 

Remember your vest 
must fit comfortably. 

The front panel should reach from the 
navel to the top of the sternum (slightly 
lower in plain-clothes.) The front panel 
should extend around the sides of the 
body with one .or two elastic chest straps 
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- don't compromise here - on each side 
fastening to the carrier or the other end of 
the strap with Velcro fasteners. Get elastic 
chest straps that· are I Yi to 2 inches wiqe. 

The front panel ·should be shaped so 
that when the arms are held directly in 
front o f the body (fists about a foot apart) 
the vest panel will not rub the arms; other
wise an eight-hour shift becomes in
tolerable and you end up with' your vest in 
the trunk . Front-ac!~ustable shoulder 
straps are a nice feature in a stock vest but 
not essential. · 

If the 'vest you purchase has cotton/ 
polyester carriers for its ballistic panels, 
you shoulc! get at least two extra carriers . 
Whenever the carrier gets· damp with 
perspiration the ballistic panels should be 
taken out to dry - or mildew will form on 
the inside of the waterproof nylon. The 
ballistic panels will begin to smell or pro
duce black spots on a white carrier. Car
riers should be the same color as the 
uniform shirt or blouse (for p'iainclothes 
work use white carriers). · 

Fitting females offers special problems 
and challenges .. Many women simply pre
fer a male vest over a T-shirt rather than 
an awkwardly designed female vest. Vests 
with specially designed cups to fit each 
breast are generally not practical or com
fortable. A front panel with a dart (or 
sewn-in fold) on each side· is most accep
table. A T-shirt should qe worn against 
the body and an inexpensive karate-style 
breast protector (from any martial arts 
magazine) is worn by itself or slipped into 
a nursing bra, over the T-shirt and under 
the vest. These plastic protectors also 
guard the breasts from injury i.n fights and 
help preserve the feminine silhouette, a 
fact many ladies appreciate. 

The vest's bullet and 
weapon-stopping capacity. 

Your Threat II vest will stop 22 caliber, 
22 magnum, .25 auto, and .32 auto (even 
.32 KTW), 38' special (not 38 armor
piercing), any 45, .357 magnum (not AP), 
.380, 9mm U.S. rounds, and . .41 magnum 
rounds from handguns. The only rifle 
bullet this vest will stop is a 22 caliber fir-
ing long rifle round. · 

Your ·vest will not stop an ice pick, but 
it will stop a sharpened screwdriver. It will 
not stop a thin, razor-sharp stiletto · in a 
straight thrust , but it will stop a kitchen 
knife or hatchet. It will not stop a 
broadheaci arrow, but it will stop any 
target or field-tipped arrow. No knife or 
razor can slash through a vest. When stab
bed, it feels like you are being lightly 
punched. In an auto wreck, a vest may 
keep a steering column out of your chest. 

Vests Do's and Oon'ts 

l) Do read all care and maintenance in
formation on your vest before putting it 
on. 

A 
MATTER . OF . 

LIFE 
Policeman 

·Looks . 
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Protective 
·vests 

by Ken R. Pence 

2) Don't test it against a tree stump dur
ing a boring interval, because each hit 
weakens vest integritY: That's like testing 
bullets and then carrying the hull ~ . 

3) Do wear your vest. Vests worn daily 
save more lives in car wrecks than in 
shootings. 

4) Don't wear a vest if you have high 
blood pressure. You will fa tigue more 
quickly while wearing a vest, since boqy 
heat is retained. · · 

5) Don't wear a vest too tightly, 
because this strains muscles used to ex
pand the chest and accelerates fatigue. 

6) Don't put .deodorant directly on the 
vest. This can cause a skin rash . If rash 
deve)ops, use a medicated powder on sk in 
before putting a T-shirt arid vest on. . 

7) Do' wear your collar "open . This 
relieves heat build~up :iil hot weather b'y 
allowing heat to escape. Holding the top 
of the ' front panel and moving it aw.ay 
from the body and then rapidly back 
(pumping air under the panel) aids in 
cooling after exertion. The Safariland 
Cool-Shirt pro.motes circulation but is 
bulky and expensive·. Wide mesh hunting 
T-~hirts ;;ire a less expensive alternative 
and relieve heat build-up somewhat. 

8) Do change an ordinary suit vest to 
hold the ballistic panels of a bullet
resistant vest by sewing the .front o f the 
suit vest together and adding a separate 
piece of cloth on the i'nside,.of the suit vest 
to hold the panels. The suit vest should 
have Velcro, a zipper or button closure on 
one side. · · 

9) Qo choose vest with provisions for 
inserts. This can quickly raise the pro tec
tion level : of a.· vest. I prefer the Second 
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Chance Hard-Corps inserts since they are 
comparatively light, cheap and effective. 
The ceramic, carborundum and fiber
glass/Kevlar® inserts are not a great deal 
more effective. With the Second Chance 
metal inserts, you can quickly raise a 
Threat Level II vest to stop Threat Level 
IV (a big step for under $100). 

10) Don't get plastic inserts to stop 
blunt trauma since it is not as serious a 
problem in soft, bullet-resistant vests as 
once thought. 

Blunt Trauma 

Blunt trauma is body damage (bruises , 
cracked ribs and other internal injuries) 
resulting from bullet impact on a person 
wearing a bullet-resistant vest. 

JULY/80 

If you understand how a vest works, it 
will help you understand blunt trauma. 
Vests are multiple layers of incredibly 
tough, woven fabric. When a speeding 
bullet hits a vest, it begins to slow down as 
it breaks through layers . It slows down as 
it passes through layers because it gives up 
energy to break the tough fibers. This 
breaking of fibers begins to deform (flat
ten) the bullet (full-jacketed bullets flatten 
least in most cases) and bullet diameter in
creases at each successive layer . 

This deformation causes rapid decelera
tion of the bullet. The bullet finally has 
too little energy to break the fibers in the 
next layer and then pushes the remaining 
unbroken layers forward. This larger 
fabric area pushing forward (toward the 
body) spreads bullet impact energy over a 

TOP LEFT: Bullets fired from 
three feet that did not penetrate 
standard 15-layer Kevlar 29 
Vest. 
TOP: Front view showing 
author wearing vest properly so 
it doesn't show. 
LEFT: Women's vests - older 
model Second Chance (left), 
Armour of America impractical 
women's vest (center) and 
newer model Armour of 
America. 

large area. The more unpenetrated layers, 
the more bullet energy is dissipated before 
striking the body. The resultant impact on 
the body from the unpenetrated layers 
causes blunt trauma. 

Luckily, we need not derive a formula 
to determine blunt trauma since there 
have been so many actual bullet hits on 
vests with people in them, many that go 
unreported to FBI research. (If your de
partment has any officers shot wearing a 
vest, please send information to: David 
W. Pisenti, FBI National Academy, 
Quantico, VA 22135.) 

Most case histories of officers shot 
while wearing vests show that they were 
not knocked off their feet. A short course 
in physics will show that energy transfer 
Continued on page 76 
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Korea, usuall y serving as line in fan try and 
di vision point rather than as- Rangers -
specialists in behind-the-lines operations. 

With daylight a nd with combined arms 
assault s against North Korean and Red 
Chinese - the preferred enemy - posi
tion s the rule rather than the exception, 
there was less opportunity for knife work 
o f the kind the V-42 and Randalls were 
designed for. 

Many a V-42 was blooded 
during night patrols. 

However, these knives did silence 
enemies during night patrols and infiltra
tion o f positions. Many a Randall and 
V-42 were blooded thi s way . 

Ranger casualties were heavy, few 
members of th e fir st postwar Ranger class 
rema inin g un scathed. In September 1951, 
th e Ranger Companies in Korea were 
di sbanded and survi vors ass igned to other 
unit s on an indi vidual basis . After the Ar
my's dubious assignment of Rangers to 
line in fan try out fit s, theoretically to 
enh ance their fighting capabilities, 
Rangers would no t serve together as a unit 
until the Vietnam War era . 

So ends th e history of the Case V-42, 
but it, and the Forcemen who originally 
used it , have left a tangible legacy that 
mak es it self felt every time a collector or 
soldier examines one of the kni ves, or . 
when someone takes a close ·1ook at the 
Special Fore-es crest, incorporating the 
Force's crossed arrows in signia and V-42 
within it. 

The Forcemen , and the Rangers who in
herited their knife and traditions, were as 
close to being true warriors as a 20th
century soldier can be . They accepted war 
fo r what it is and consciously decided to 

participate in c lose, personal, blood y and 
dan gerous comb <;i t in which they submit
ted to the outcome. They were truly 
soldiers of the knife . 

Yi/ 
/'-. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Christopher Newport is no stranger 

to SOF's pages, having written "The 
AK-47 and Its Variations" (May '79) 
and "The AK-47:. An Update" (Oc
tober '79). A collector of small arms, 
Newport drew together and evaluated 
information from a variety of sources 
to compile "this two-part dictionary of 
the Soviet bloc's primary assault rifle. 

Newport ' s interest in handheld wea
pons extends from fire-power to direct
contact arms, and his friendship with 
Col. Nakajo, present owner of the 
V-42 fighting knife illustrated in this 
article, led him to research the history 
of this World War II fighting knife, 
the results of which are printed here. 

-M.L. Jones 
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V-42: Test & Evaluation 

A soldier' s knife should not be a 
stiletto - that is the weapon of an 

assassin, not of an infantryman, who 
needs one with a design Oexible enough 
to allow its efficient use in the prepara
tion of foraged food, shelter and cam
ouflage. The stiletto serves none of 
these purposes well. A soldier will use 
his knife least for killing, the only task 
that a stiletto is suited for. 

"(he stiletto is, however, popular 
and, putting aside the fact that in
dividual preference is the final arbiter, 
an argument can be made for it s selec
tion for combat in special environ
ments such as built-up areas or deserts . 
When supplemented by a pocket knife 
al'ld other edged tools, such as a 
machete , it may suffice anywhere, but 
with minimum equipment , a more ver
satile design should be chosen. 

Special units may also choose the 
stiletto if they do not expect sustained 
combat: the British commandos, in the 
early years of World War II, were such 
a group, their o pe rat ions against the 
Germans usually lastin g only a matter 
of hours. 

The Case V-42 is the finest mass
produced example of the breed in 
terms of quality of manufacture. It has 
a few flaws. The blade has a first-class 
blue and is hollow-ground for maxi
mum sharpness. It s length is 7-5 / 16 
inches , perhaps an inch too long for 
ease in sticking someone within arm' s 
reach. It s large ricasso, however, al
lows a finger forward grip which can 
a lleviate this problem if its user remem
bers to choke up on the handle while 
under stress . 

The thumbprint -shaped grooves on 
one side of the blade a1·e an interesting 
design feature and. with . the skull 
crusher and leather-backed guard, are 
the V-42' s most distinctive characteris
tics. The grooves were apparently in
cluded to remind the owner to hold the 
blade horizontall y to facilitate slashing 
and ribcage thrusts . 

American lndian war arrows were 
also designed with this ribcage penetra
tion in mind and had the blade attach
ed so as to strike, theoretically, in the 
same hori zonal position. 

This excellent idea is hampered by 
the lead1er handle's ovaloid shape 
whkh makes such a grip unnatural. A 
circular cross-section would have been 
more efficient, allowin g the blade to be 
held in every way with an identical 
grip. 

The skull crusher also ca uses prob
lems by being too sharp at the point, 
making it easy for the user to stab 
himself while carrying the knife . A 
more blunt version would have been 
just as effecti ve and safer to handle. 

Another drawback to this crusher 
design is its flared protruding lip . The 
grip advantage it provides is off et by 
it s uncomfortable .proj ection into the 
user' s hand when the knife is gripped 
normally. 

The sheath also has design flaws; 
when worn, its unu sual length put s the 
knife handle at about wrist level. While 
good in theory, this does not allow the 
placement flexibility of a Randall No . 
14 or No. 18 shea th or that of a British 
commando knife. 

The latter, the inspiration for the 
V-42, can be carried 011 the web belt, 
shoulder harness, boot or, with the use 
of straps, anywhere on !he leg. It even 
has sewing tabs included on its sheath 
to facilitate attachment wherever the 
soldier desires . 

The V-42 's sheath desi.gn, an early 
World War II innovation plso used in a 
shortened form with M3 trench knives 
and Marine Corps stilettos, was never 
liked . The M3 version was later replac
ed by a con ventional plastic bayonet 
scabbard but' because of (he other 
weapons' short-term production, no 
improvement s ca me about for them. 

These sheaths were also characteriz
ed by the use of staples at the mouth to 
prevent accidental cutting - staples 
that quickly scratched off the blade's 
protedive fini sh , encouraging ru st. 

In summation, the V-42 is very much 
like the Luger - at first glance it gets a 
high weapon rating. Upon examining 
the design in detail, however, one 
notices flaws that would hamper its use 
by anyone who has not consciously 
decided to compensate for them. The 
main objective in military ~eapon de
sign is to create a tool that can be used 
effectively and instinctively. 

The V-42 is of high quality manufac
ture and deadly in the hands of an ex
pert but , for the average infantryman 
looking for a good combat knife. there 
were and are better weapons available 
in either stiletto or utility form, in
cluding the KA-BAR/ MK-2, the M3, 
the Gerber MK II and the Randall No. 
I and 2. None of these, however, are 5o 
visually impressive. Nor do they have 
the V-42's interesting history. 

-Christopher Newport 
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NEW TITLES FROM THE ACTION LIBRARY: 

SLASH AND THRUST 
by John Sanchez 

Knife fighting. and books about this 
deadly art. have enjoyed a great re
surge nce in popularity lately. However. 
until Slash And Thrust. no book ever 
presented a complete, totally practical 
knife fighter 's training program. That is 
exactly what this book does - tells the 
novice knife fighter how to train himself 
to become an expert! The author also 
presents many little known, more 
sophisl ica ted techniques. making this 
the ideal selection for novice and 
expert alike. Covers choosing the mar
tial knife: test cutting; carrying meth
ods: complete training program: guard 
and g rip positions: slashing and thrust
ing: human target areas; quick kill 
strikes; footwork : aeceptive move
ments. and much more. Gives plans for 
making your own knife shoulder rigs. 
saving you at least $20! Also tells how 
to use and throw exotic edged weap
ons, such as the Shuriken. Shaken, 
Irish Dart , Chakram. Chinese Cloth 
Dart. and Hand Quarrels. Illustrated 
with many line drawings. 512 x 81h, soft
cover, illus., 72 pp .. ISBN 0-87364-
188-4. $6.00 

SPECIAL FORCES DEMOLITION 
TECHNIQUES 

Extracted o riginally for Field Manual 
31-20. th is pocket-size. fact-crammed 
book was produced for those 
interested in the demolition methods 
used by the elite Special Forces. Just 
some of the topics covered are: saddle 
charges. counter-force charges . 
ribbon charges. and platter charges. A 
useful addi t ion to any demolition 
bookshelf. 4 V, x 61'4, illustrated . 67 pp., 
ISBN 0-87364-082-9. S5.00 
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PALADIN PRESS 
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF 

U.S. SNIPING 
by Pete Senich 

Traces the history of U.S. sniping 
from the Civil War to present. Civil War 
sniper ri fl e were cumbersome .50-.58 
caliber affairs. orig inally intended for 
use by benchrest match shooters. But 
called into service by both Union and 
Confederate snipers . these octagon
ally barrelled muzzle loaders played an 
important role in the outcome of the 
Civil War. Pete Senich. author of the 
highly regarded Limited War Sniping. 
follows the U.S. sniper from the Civil 
War battlefield of Chancellors ville to 
the jungles of Vie tnam. where the ad
vanced XM-21 compiled a highly 
esteemed kill record . Senich gives 
detailed specifica tions of the weapons 
that figured so prominently in WW I & 
II , Korea . and other important theaters 
of combat. History buffs and military 
collectors wi ll be impressed with the 
wealth of technica l information pre
sented in this au thoritative volume. In
cludes over 230 rare photos. many 
never before avai lable to the public. 8'h 
x 11 . 175 pp .. photo!; and illustrations. 
hardcover. $19.95 

JU-JUTSU AND JUDD 
by Percy Longhurst 

A classic reprint, previously available 
only from rare book dealers. Long
hurst's study of Judo/ Ju-Jutsu was one 
of the first English la nguage books 
about this subjec t. It is based on the 
teachings of Mr. Barton-Wright. who 
introduced Ju-Jutsu to his English 
countfymen in the late 19th century. 
Barton-Wright learned this formerly 
secret art directly from original Samu
rai warriors . Presents all the moves. 
holds. and throws you need to defend 
yourself in a crisis. Training methods 
are expla ined, as are such moves as the 
Kuginukl, Hiza Garuma, Kekayashi. 
Hikiotoshi. Koshinage. and many oth
ers. A rare addition to your martial arts 
library, and a very good introductory 
self-defense text. Very clearly written: 
illustrated with line drawings. 51h x 81h, 
so ftcover. illus., 64 pp., ISBN 0-87364-
189-2. 56.00 

THE BOOK OF THE NINJA 
by Christopher Hunter 

Ninjutsu has been called the deadli
est. most savage, and terrifying self
derense form known to man. This book 
verifies that assessment. Ortering both 
practical techn iques as wel l as the Nin
jutsu philosophy-The Silent Way
The Book of the Ninja reveals guarded 
secrets or an ancient and obscure art. 
Covers Dim Mac. the Delayed Death 
Touch . Kata Dan'te .the 5-Second 
Dance of Dealh , lnpo . the Art of Hiding. 
Tonpo. the Art of Escaping , and the 
classic exercise of invisibility. Mi Lu 
Ka ta, the Losl Track Form. Includes a 
section on Chien-swords-"the soul 
weapons. " and live fight ing forms. Il
lustrated with action photos and dia
grams. The Book of the Ninja features 
such fascinating items as "The Samu
rai Creed ." and the Mandamus of the 
Black Dragon Fighting Society. A 
"must" addition to any martial arts 
bookshelf. 71h x 9, softcover. illus .. 90 
pp. , ISBN 0·-87364-195-7. 59.95 

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 
by Dr. Bruce Clayton 

Who wi l l survive the nuclear war that 
many experts predict Is com ing? Life 
After Doomsday tells you how to sur
vive lhrough such a nuclear nightmare. 
It is an exhaustive investigation of the 
strategies needed 10 survive an atomic 
war. and of the problems that will face 
those who do live through it Sug
gests a step-by-step procedure for 
crealing individua l survival plans. 
including previously uncol lected infor
mation about shelters. food storage. 
home medical techniques. and the psy
chology of survival The difficull prob
lem of shelter defense is also closely 
examined . Tells you the prime nuclear 
target areas in the U.S .. as well as those 
areas leasl likely to be attacked. Dr. 
Clayton offers a practical discussion of 
both the short and long term effects of 
nuclear weapons' use, and ensuing 
medical consequences. Explains how 
to measure fallout radiation. and build 
an expedien t fall ou t sheller on short 
notice One of the most comprehensive 
and up-to-date works ever compiled on 
modern surviva lism. Life After Dooms
day is also an excellent reference on 
surviving through any major disaster. 
An invaluable addition to your su rviva l 
library Includes dozens of useful 
charts . drawings. and photos. 8 '? x 11 . 
hardcover. illus . 200 pp .. ISBN 0-
87364- 175-2. 519.95 

RHODES IAN LEADER'S GUIDE 
The famed Rhodesian Selous Scouts 

rely on this handbook in their day-to
day dea ling with the most feared guer
rilla terrorists in the world . Previously 
restricted to Rhodesian military per
sonnel , this practical Paladin reprint is 
a wealth ol operatlonal information. In
cludes sectlons on planning and con
structing runways, landing zones. and 
drop zones. The Immedia te First Aid 
instructions are among the most con
cise ever printed. including strafght
f o rwa rd information about field 
administration of drugs and intraven
ous solutions. Logistical planning in
structions cover patro ls. base camp 
attacks. ambushes, convoy anli
ambush drills. and much more. Tech
nical information covers radio equip
ment and antennas, grenades. flares . 
mines. aircraft identification {silhou
ette diagrams included), and other 
weapons specs. Three seasonal star
charts are included in the navigation 
section. Interrogating CTs recom
mends easily overlooked cau tions that 
will help insure your safe ty and that of 
your fellow fighters . Rhodesian Lead
er's Guide belongs on your bookshelf 
as well as in your backpack . 41h x 6. 
softcover. illus .. 55 pp .. lSBN 0-87364-
194-9. SS.00 

, HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 
It 's finall y here! The first complete set 

ol working machinist's drawings show
ing step-by-step construction of three 
different firearm silencers! All draw
ings are done to scale. and are of abso
lutely superb quality. Over 50 11" x 14" 
machinist 's drawings are presented. 
Th is beautiful large format edition 
clearly detai ls all construction and op
eration procedures for a smg si lencer, 
a pistol silencer. and a simplified smg 
expedient silencer. Wilhoul doubt, 
these are the highest quality. most pre
cise silencer designs available any
where at any price. Compare and see 
for yourself! Historians wi ll recall that 
the famed Dutch underground armor
ers of WWII fabricated many silenced 
weapons for their behind-the-lines ops 
against the Nazis. If our own nation is 
ever invaded in the future, silenced 
firearms will certainly play an impor
tant role in resisting the enemy. Of 
course . Paladin Press unconditionally 
guaran teos your sa ti sfact ion with thi s 
intriguing , all new book . WARNING: 
severe state and federal regu lations 
outlaw the possession of si lencers un
less an appropriate license is obtained. 
Home Workshop Silencers I ls for re f· 
erence and historical purposes only. 
Be warned! 11 x 14, softcover, illus., 72 
pp .. ISBN 0-87364-193-0 512.00 

Available June 1980 
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THE COMPLETE BOOK 
OF DIRTY TRICKS 

by " George Hayduke" 

' ' . 
i; ,, 

The latest word in do-it-yourself 
" justice .. for everyman makes the other 
harrassment books look like a Sunday 
school picnic. The Complete Book of 
Dirty Tricks teaches you how 10 get 
even whether wronged by an enemy. 
victimized by a credit card company, or 
just ripped off by any number of 
obnoxious 1ndiv1duals and menacing 
organizations. The methods range 
from simple pranks to sophisticated 
techniques of devastation "George 
Hayduke .. is a master of revenge whose 
wisdom wi l l help put you on top ot any 
si tuation where you formerly felt help· 
less. The book 1s brimming with anec
dotes describing ingenious tactics that 
have been successfully employed by 
veteran tri cks ters. For entertainment 
purposes Only.I 5· 1 X 8',; , hardcover, 190 
pp. 59.95 

SURVIVAL POACHING 
by Ragnar Benson 

Here is Paladin 's most unusual ye! 
purely useful book of the new year. 
Gives prac!ical inlorma11on on cot1ec1-
ing large or small numbers of wild 
game under virtually any c1rcumstan
ces. The methods and traps described 
by Benson are known only to one 
Indian tribe and a few oldtimers. Ben
son 's uncle and t'eacher was a member 
of this tribe: Benson is an oldtimer now 
with 40 years of poaching experience 
behind him . He tell s you how 10 get a 
oeer any time you go hun11ng for one: 
how to live off the land . whether in the 
city or country: gives plans for dozens 
of ingenious. effective traps. snares. 
and dead falls: also plans for permanent 
concealed traps for small game and 
fish : lessons on woodcraft and scout
ing : covers equipmen t. firearm selec
tion . ammo · choices. and more . 
Presents specific co llec ti ng proce· 
du res in separate chapters for deer. elk. 
bear. moose. beaver. mink. muskrat. 
rabb11s. squi rrels. geese: . ducks. sal
mon. trout. and many others. Most 
important. the author explains in de1a11 
the principles of entrance. evasion. and 
exit. Over 30 line drawings clearly show 
the techniques and devices discussed 
Survival Poaching gives you the 
answer to the Washington bureaucrats. 
desk-bound ecologists. and greedy 
land-posters who are c losing down 
more and more land 10 public huntrng; 
but especially useful for surv ival in 
times of disaster. 5'h x 8 11? . hardcover. 
illus .. 250 pp., ISBN 0-87364-183-3. 

$12.95 

"GUN WEEK" Reviews 

"SURVIVAL POACHING" 

··Poaching is a controversial subjec t. 
This particular book on poaching 1s a 
very explicit do·it-yourself guide. 
Let me remind you that the author and 
Paladin Press disclaim any responsi
bility for any use or misuse of informa
tion contained in the book. . .. 

"Should it ( the book ) have been pub
lished at all? Of course. and for a lot of 
reasons. 

"There is a quotation from Charles 
Kingsley 's 1863 THE WATER BABIES 
at the beginning of this book: 'A keeper 
is only a poacher turned outside In. and 
a poacher a keeper tu rned inside out.· 

"With that quote m mind. Survival 
Poaching will tell each of us a lot 
about the game. the habitat. game 
management practices. the tradition of 
'sport hunting and fish ing, · and a little 
bir about ourselves. 

"Perhaps the final argument on 
behalf of the book comes from the ·;r 
takes a thief io catch a thief. · 

"The style is enterraining. nch with 
anecdotes. including stories he claims 
reveal answers to ancient nddles for 
many people . . . . 

"Some readers will be terribly 
bothered by this book. Their sensib1/1-
ties will be sorely tned . . . . Others will 
profit from it in many ways .... Ir is both 
informative and interesting. And It 
reads well .·· -Gun Week 

I will conrmue ro cnoose your company 11111 u I 
accumu1a1e my sur~• ~a 1 hor111y 

B W Panama 
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·r ovr /me selecuon ol ooolls havo ne/JUld me a grear 
deal crs a Marine m 1rammg I II oe ordering more 
ooolls rn/fle near future. Again, /salute you· 

C H - Cahlom1a 

POLICE GUIDE TO 
BOMB SEARCH TECHNIQUES 

by Frank A. Moyer 
No law enforcement or security or

ganization should be without this au
thoritative operational manual. Police 
Gulde To Bomb Search Techniques 
tells the law officer how to deal with 
everything from a bomb threat to a 
post-.explosion_incldent investigation. 
Frank Moyer is an ex-BATF agent with 
over 40 years experience i n the 
tension-packed world of bomb investi
Qations. In this authoritative volume he 
shares his wealth ol practical knowl
edge with raw enforcement officials. 
industrial and executive security 
agents, and any individual concerned 
with the ever-growing bomb problem. 
Covers: Room/ Building Search Tech
niques; Vehicle/ Aircraft Search; Bomb 
Scene Investigation; Blast/ Pressure 
Effects; De's and Don't's for Suspected 
Bo mbs: Milita ry, Commercial and 
Improvised Explosive Compounds: 
Telephone Bomb Threats; and much 
more critical information for any 
potential target of a bombing. 8 1h x 11 , 
200 pp .. softcover. $12.95 

Available June, 1980 

GERMAN TANK 
AND ANTI-TANK 

by Hoffschmldl & Tanlum 
After culling Germany's massive mil

itary intelligence files. the authors 
have compiled this historically impor
tant volume. This new Paladin edition 
gives massive coverage to Germany's 
tanks. armored car. and self-propelled 
artillery. Gives complete specs and 
many full page photos for the vehicles 
covered. Also details German anti-tank 
guns, ammunition, anti-tank rockets 
and mines. The uniforms. side arms. 
and insignia of the tank crews are pre
sented as well. The most complete and 
authoritative reference yet published 
on WWII German armored equipment. 
81h x 11 . softcover. illus., 260 pp .. ISBN 
0-87364-151 -5. $12.60 

THE 
CRIMSON WEB 

OF TERROR 

THE CRIMSON WEB 
OF TERROR 

by Rober! Chapman 
Reveals the secret world of today's 

operating terrorist groups. Robert 
Chapman is the 27 year CIA veteran 
responsible for developing many of the 
counter-terrorist programs ln opera
tion today. He draws from his unique 
experience in this c rltlcal field. and tells 
how terro'rists operate. and why SO per
cent of au terrorist operations are suc
cessful. Discusses the origins of 
modern terrorism, and who the most 
likely terrorist victims are. More impor
tantly, he explains how to avoid 
becoming a target of these political 
killers. Covers the importance of fire
arms training, and defense driving 
techniques. Up-to-date information 
about the PLO. FNLA, Red Brigade, 
IRA. Red Army, and m~nyothers is pre
sented. Chapman also details the crea
tion and operation of an effective 
counler-teu o,ist program. A definitive 
and practical study by one of the only 
true authorities in the field of counter
terrorism. 5~ x 8112. hardcover. 200 pp .. 
ISBN 0-87364-187-6. $12.95 

Available Mey 1, 1980 

TM 9·1005·211·12 
Plslol, Caliber .45, Aulomal lc $3.00 

TM 9· 1005-223-35 
Allie, 7.62-MM: M14, W/E 
Rifle, 7.62-MM: M14A1, W/E $3.00 

TM 9·1005·210-12 
Carbine. Caliber .30:M1. WIE 
Carbine, Caliber .30:M2, W/E $3.00 

TM 9·1005·205·12 
Rifle, Caliber .30, M1903A4 
Sniper's, W/E $3.00 
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HOW TO OPEN LOCKS 
(Without Keys or Picks) 

This handy manual is the perfect 
companion to the lock picking books 
Covered are the "1immy," and how to 
use it: techniques on opening dead-
10cked latches, automatic deadlocks, 
square or dead bolts: spreading door 
jams: and opening lite cabinets. desks. 
letter boxes. and windows. Also in
cluded are chain door fasteners and 
automobile doors and ignitions. S4.00 

SCOUTING AND 
PATROLLING 

''°" .. ~·-· l'rilOCiplu_tr......,, 

bylt. Col. ""• •Plllet•-= 
(U.S.A.-kLI 

SCOUTING AND PATROLLING 
by Col. Rex Applegale 

Written by the renowned Col. Apple
gate: one of the world's acknowledg.ed 
authorities on police/ military tactics 
and equipment. Originally created and 
compiled during WW II . Scouting And 
Palrqlllng was used to train elite Allied 
troops at Camp Ritchie. Md., Covers 
scout selection and training; ground 
observation and appreciation: range 
estimation and communications prin
ciples: siting and operating observa
tion posts; selection and training of 
patrol members; ambush and recon pa
troi formations and procedures: lec
tures on fieldcrafl. equipment. jungle 
patrolling. and Rodgers' Rangers: and 
a complete training program for the 
novice scout or patrol member. Also 
analyzes the scouting and patrolling 
techniques of the WW fl British. Ger
man. Italian. and Japanese armies. 
Training officers and military histori
ans should particularly welcome the 
addition of this new volume to their 
libraries. 8 1h x 11 . hardcover. 135 pp., 
80 illus .. ISBN 0-87364-184- 1. $15.95 

NINJA COMBAT METHOD 
Ninjutsu, ··the art of stealth," is an 

800-year-old system of fighting tech
niques, information gathering, and 
psychological con trols. Made famous 
by the feared Ninfa spi0s and comman
does of feudal Japan. ninjutsu is one of 
the most all-encompassing arts of setf
protection in the world. Ninja Combat 
Method includes taijutsu (unarmed 
fighting). tsuki and keri (punching and 
kicking), ken po (blade method), kusari 
(chain), kuji -kiri (psychic control) , and 
much more. Japanese warlords of old 
re tied on a few black-garbed Ninja to 
do what would have taken hundreds 
ol armored soldiers to accomplish. 
This book will Oroaden your martial 
arts knowledge, · no matter what your 
fighting art may be. 81h x 11 . 40 pp., 
illustrated. N.D. S6.00 

SILENCERS, SNIPERS 
& ASSASSINS 

by J. David Truby 
"Silencers. Snipers & Assassins vivid

ly portrays how silencers, including 
Sionics units have been effectively 
used by CIA agents. Special Forces 
and U.S. Army snipers, Marine snip
er$, V .C. assassins, Mafia "contract 
killers" the West German Gehlen In
telligence Bureau and U.S. law en
forcement agencies who employ 
them in a counter-sniper role .. .''-A.A. 
Steindler, Firearms Expert. "A fully 
documented history ol the invention, 
development and use of silencers . " 
-Army Magazine. 214 pp., 200 photos, 
8'hx l 1, cloth bound $15.95 

PATROLLING AND TRACKING 

Published ooginally by Australian 
Military Forces. A compact, know
ledge-crammed manual developed by 
the famed " Aussies" from their combal 
experiences in Korea. Malaysia. and 
Vielnam! 104 pp., 4x6, soft cover 

$4.00 

COMBAT IN FORTIFIED AND 
BUILT-UP AREAS, FM 31-50 $4.00 

KILL OR GET KILLED 
by Col. Rex Applegal e 

A classic text detailing methods of 
self-defense, offensive close combal, 
combat shooting and techniques of 
control ling crowds in riot si.tuations. 
"The desperately serious business of 
hand to hand fighting, which 
conforms to no rules of conduct, is set 
forth in this book." Pofice Chiefs 
News. "Kill or Get Killed is about as 
complete a manual on assorted 
mayhem as you could ask for. " 
Combat Forces Journal. Col. Applegate 
is widely regarded as the father of 
modern close combat and combat 
shooting. and Kill or Get Killed is 
considered the basic reference by 
which all other books on the subject 
are judged. The book is a must for 
every serious student and is a perfect 
addition to nie other combat classics 
offered by Paladin: Cold Steel, Do or 
Die, Get Tough and The Complete 
Book of Knife Fighting. 5'12 x S 'h . 
clolh, 400 pp .. illus. ISBN 0·87364-084·5 

$15.95 

TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT 
How The Underdog Gets Justice 

by Victor Santoro 

Have you, like millions of other 
citizens . been cheated by the 
government or big business. only to 
find yourself legally helpless to do 
anything about it? If so. this is the book 
for you. No longer will the large "grey 
area" of officia l justice In society 
trouble you, since it will be easy to take 
the matter into your own hands. The 
author describes a virtua l encyclo
pedia of dirty tricks the underdog can 
use to get even with just about 
everybody. One mlght call it guerrilla 
warfare reduced to the lowest common 
denominator: where one man can 
become an army, striking from the 
shadows. to torment his target without 
mercy until the score is evened. No 
legal or moral judgments are made by 
the author. and readers are warned that 
Techniques of Harassment is for enter
tainment purposes only. 51/; x 81/i, solt· 
cover, illus., 80 pp. $5.95 

Black Medicine II: 
WEAPONS AT HAND 
by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

Self-defense specialists take note: 
here rs the sequel to N. Mashiro's 
infamous Black Medicine: The Dark Art 
O f Death. That book reveated tbe 140 
parts o f the human body mos! vulner
able in hand-to-hand combat. Weap
ons at Hand takes the opposite 
approach. It presents 112 parts of the 
body tha1 are natural weapons. largely 
because th~y are very injury-reslstanl 
Following this is a section rad ically d if
ferent from conventional self-defense 
theory. that lists for you more than 
180 deadly makeshift weapons that can 
save your life in a crisis. J'he weapons 
are all improvised from common items. 
And 50 action photos show the reader 
exactly how to use the "black medi· 
cine" techniques discussed in Weap
ons At Hand. Especially su ited to the 
needs of bodyguards. security person
nel. and martial artists. 51.? x 8''7, soft
cover. illus .. 88 pp., ISBN 0-87364-
168-x. $8.00 

· l"m presen//y using Black Medicine as tno sumriard 
/8KI m mymarr1a1 arts studio rne oestd1scuss1on 
of the human •Ma l points I've ove1 seen · 

Qr K Cahlor11a 

JUNGLE OPERATIONS FM 31-35 
SB.00 

MAP READING FM 21-26 56.00 

PRINCIPLES OF 
PERSONAL DEFENSE 

by Jeff Cooper 

tn separate chapters, one ol the 
world's leading experts in the deadly 
art of combat pistol shooting, explains 
how Alertness, Decisiveness. Ruth
lessness, Speed. Aggressiveness. 
Coolness. Precision and Surprise can 
save your life when you are faced with 
a violent confrontation. Your family 
needs this information as much as you 
dot 30 pp., 51hx81h, soft cover. ISBN 0-
87364-001 -2. $4.00 

" /would /1ke 10 say th11r 1hfs le the fmut ca111 I0'1 ot 
book; I have Hen . , . please send two m o111 cat11/ogs 
. . the one you unt me l'IH gen•r111ed 11 lot ol 
/n/ffrU I 1mong my fr/&nds and lh• Y went copies. 

GS •. England 

"rh1s ,, my //lrh ordor from you Mt fa Jr lour ord&rs 
w&re oac.11 ro me 11 days l rom th& dllflf I 01dered 
them. ThJJ u a p leasent Chf nge from some orher 
comp11n1es I nsve dealt with.·· 

J.N .. Ulino11 

¥AR 
STORY 

WAR STORY 
by Jim Morris 

At last, the story of the Vietnam War 
is told by a former Green Beret as It 
actually happened. not as reported by 
the media. The death and devastation, 
sweltering sun and torrential rains. 
body counts and atrocities. are all part 
of War Story. Jim Morris loved South 
Vietnam and i ts people. and 
somet imes killed for them. But he also 
wri tes about the camaraderie and 
bravery of his men and Montagnards, 
and the gentle, verdant landscapes of 
a country no longer free. War Story 
unfolds dramatically, with the truth 
and convict ion borne of personal 
involvement w i th Vie tnam and its 
doomed struggle for freedom. 6 x 9, 
clolhbound, ISBN 0·87364-147-7. 

$12.95 

150 QUESTIONS FOR A GUERILLA 
by General Alberto Bayo 

Written by the man who trained Che 
and Castro In queril la warfare. "A 
primer for revo lut ion." MARINE 
CORPS GAZETTE. " A blueprinl lor 
mayhem by a professional. .. GUNS. 
'"There can be no doubt Iha! Bayo is 
an expert in his fl eld _of harassing 
taclics." GUN WORLD. Sofl cover. 86 
pp .. illusl rated. ISBN 0-87364-022·5. 

$5.00 

DETECTIVE'S PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATION TRAINING 

MANUAL 
by William Patterson 

Thousands o f detec tives were 
trained by th is complete home study 
text . which was originally published for 
a welt known detective academy. Now 
you can undertake !he same training 
course for a fraction of itsonginal cost . 
A fascmating and useful selection. it 
offers all the ms1de information and 
techniques used by the professionals. 
Covered are such topics as bodyguard
ing, skip tracing, missing persons. sur
veillance. disguises. clue gathering, 
bad check a rusts. and much more. Wi lh 
the aid of this manual. and four com
prehensive 1es1s (also provided). you 
can quickly quahfy to work as a privci:te 
detective. 8'h x 11 . softcover, illus .. 160 
pp .. ISBN 0-87364-161 -2 $12.95 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF KNIFE 
FIGHTING 

by William L. Cassidy 

An excit ing book by one o f the 
world's foremost edged weapons 
experts, Wiiiiam L. Cassidy - execu· 
Uve editor of Knife Dlgetlt, and former 
editor of American Blade Magazine. 
Every facet of knife fighting Is covered 
- techniques, tools. and tactics. Also 
Included Is a complete review of 
techniques developed by experts like 
Fairbai rn , Biddle, Applegate and 
Styers and ot her never-before 
published rare Information on Orienta I 
techniques. 6 x 9, c loth bound, 130 pp., 
90 pholographs. ISBN 0-87364·029·2. 

$10.95 
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NEW TITLES FROM ~HE ACTION LIBRA.RY: 

SELECTED EXAMPLES OF 
POSSIBLE APPROACHES TO 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS 
INTERCEPTION OPERATIONS 

Because of the explicit nature o f this 
government report. the Executive 
Office of the President wanted it 
destroyed. tts original purpose was to 
determine the capabil ity required to 
target a specific person's or corpora
don's telephone communications. and 
intercep t such communicat ions. 
Contents Include: " Intercept ion of a 
S!Jburban Residential Telephone." 
" Interception of a Business's Data 
Communication to a Compuler 
Service," and ," ln,erception of Con
versBtio·ns over the D irect Distance 
Dialing Network between Two Specific 
lndivid1.,1ats in Different Cities." B'h x 11, 
softcover. 40 pp .. ISBN o-87364-1 14-0. 

S10.00 

RANGER HANDBOO!< 

Rangers: the name has struck fear in 
the hearts of America's . foes tor 
centuries. From Rodger's Rangers in 
the Revolutionary War. to the heroic 
cliff -scaling Rangers at Normandy. 
through the magnificent long range 
patrols behind the lines in Korea. fhe 
Ranger tradition of bravery and endur
ance is unmatched. Compiled by the 
Ranger Department. Ft. Benning, 
Georgia. th is handbook draws from 
bloody lessons learned from 200 years 
o f special o perat ions combat . 
Crammed with information on demoli
tions first aid. boobytraps. rappelling. 
communications, and over 20 other 
crucial topics. 41h x 6 . softcover. 
illustrated. 213 pp .. ISBN 0-87364-
044-6. $6.00 

SPECIAL FORCES 
HANDBOOK 

Palad in Press once again pr,esents 
the long out-of-print Special Forces 
Handbook. Th is c lassic conlains chap
ters on tactics. demolitions. air opera
t ions, weapons. communications. f irst 
aid. and survival. There are also tech
niques on unconventional warfare. 
guerrilla forces' missions. and compo
sition of operational detachments. 
4V.x51h , over 200 pp., illustrated. soft · 
cover. $6.00 

. INCENDIARIES, TM 31·201-1 

One of the most important areas o f 
unconventional warfare is now 
;::overed for the first time in this Army 
manual. Topics covered in this highly · 
informative book include: Initiators, 
lgniters, Incendiary Materials. Delay 
Mechanisms, Spontaneous Com
bustion, and many more. This book is a 
must for all firemen. law enforcement 
officials, insurance investigators and 
students of pyrotechnics. Supplies are 
limited. ORDER NOW. 150 pp., over 
40 illus .. 5x8. soft cover N.O. $6.00 
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PALADIN PRESS 
HOW TO Kl[L 

by John Minnery 

Probably the most terrifying and 
gruesome book ever printed. Written 
by a man who KNOWS what he's 
writ ing about , the book makes no 
moral judgments. It merely describes 
what has been known for years by the 
professionals w ho. are part of the 
shadowy wor ld of international 
intrigue and espionage. As the author 
s tates in his preface, " My o nly 
premise is that there are limes when 
one must attack with complete ruth· 
lessness and fight w ith le tha l fury. 
This fury and ru thlessness must be 
ha rnessed and d i rec ted to do the 
gravest possible damage- to k ill. " 
5 112 x 8V2, soft cover, 92 pp., diagrams, 
pl1olographs. ISBN 0-87364003·9. 

HOW TO KILL 
Volume Two 

by John Minnery 

S5.00 

How To Kill, Vol. II, is a lasc1nat1ng 
addition to Minnery·s controversia l 
fi rst volume explaining the vrc1ous and 
ingenious methods that assassins have 
employed through history Like the 
flis1 volume, th is edition does not ad
vocate k1Jl1ng: rather, •t reveals those 
methods lhal known. and infamous. 
assassins have experimented with The 
material may shock you. bu t only be
cause 1t 1s true 5·tix8 '?, illustrated. soft
cover SS.00 

NOte: No volume in 1he How To Kill 
Series (Volumes L II, I ll, & JV) is avail
able in Canada, due to legislation by 
the Canadian Solicitor General. 

HOW TO KILL 
Vol. Ill 

By John Minnery 

Just published. th is third all new 
volume in John Minnery's infamous 
How To Kill series is as shockingly 
informative as its two companion 
volumes were. Besides documenting 
ten new " lessons" that professional 
assassins have employed, the au thor 
includes photos and explanations of 
death-deal ing devices developed by 
the O.S.S .. S.0.E .. and C. IA Such 
lethal exotica as the Bio-lnoculator. 
concealed belt fir ing rig, the killer mike. 
and the Diefenbaker bomb are 
presented, many for the first lime. 
Learn the true story behind the recent 
Bulgarian defector assassinations in 
London. 51h x 81h, softcover. 92 pp .. 
ISBN 0-87364-156-6. S5.00 

HOW TO KILL IV 
by John Minnery 

Continues from the point where 
volume three stopped . . an alt new 
addition to the series called " the most 
controversial books ever written " 
Gives little known information on the 
assassination techniques employed by 
the K.G B . C. t.11 O .S.E . elc. 
Minnery's fourth volume atso presents 
ten new " lessons" outlining novel ter· 
mination methods inspired by the 
author's long experience in.the secur
ity fie ld Some of the many weapons 
discussed are the Gal itski Projector. 
the si lent shotgun. tranqui lizer dart. 
venom insertion ring. fu ll auto firearm 
conversions. Soviet Squid pistol. Can
nibal throwlng knives. etc. Includes 
dozens of rare photos and diagrams. 

5 'h x 81h. softcover. illus .. 88 
pp .. ISBN 0-87364-176-0. $5.00 

U.S. ARMY SNIPER 
TRAINING MANUAL 

With the help o f th is "sniper's bible, " 
the famed U.S. Army snipers in 
Vietnam killed 11 87 VC in one five 
month period alone. Only 1.37 rounds 
were expended per kill. at an average 
range of 450 meters! "An excellent 
source of information for not only 
target and sniping work , but also help
fu l 10 the hunter as it covers 
camouflage. shooting techniques and 
positlons. correct lead. map and 
compass reading, and necessary 
equipment for survival in the field." 
GUNS. 8 x 10. over 100 il lustrations. 
196 pp .. ISBN 0-87364-121 51 2.95 

BLACK BAG OWNER'S MANUAL 
PART ONE: 

" SPOOKCENTRE" 

Published for the first time. the 
rea l inside story o f the deadly 
business of international espionage! 
Spookcentre is part one of a five part 
series comprising the B lack Bag 
Owner' s Manu al. Written by an 
anonymou s secret agent , l h is 
s hocki ng manua l exposes l he 
logistical and operat ional ·functions of 
a typical espionage agency. Part one. 
Spookcentre, explains the establish
ment o f one suc h model organization, 
and how to make it work for you. 8 1h x 
11 , soltcover, 90 pp., ISBN 0·87364· 
149·3 $6.00 

BLACK BAG OWNER'S MANUAL 
PART TWO: 

"THE HIT PARADE" 

Written by an anonymous secret 
agent. The Hit Parade is a detailed and 
explicit study of the assassinat ion 
methodology utilized by secret police 
and intelligence agencies 1he world 
over. The autho r has separated this 
deadly business into two categories: 
overt and covert. Modes o f termination 
covered include pro jectile weapons. 
chemicals. edged weapons. germ 
inoculation. blunt instruments. to 
name just a few. Also analyzed are 
agent training responsib11ilies. infiltra
tion and exfiltration. 81/:t x 11. soltcover. 
100 pp .. ISBN 0-87364- 157-4. 56.00 

THE S.W.A.T. TEAM MANUAL 
by Capt. Robert Cappel 

Another Paladin first! Captain Cap
peJ's book is the first SWAT team man
ual ever published. It is the same 
manual written by the author for use in 
teaching SWAT methods to various 
police for'ce~;. Formerly restricted to 
official police use only. it covers the 
theories. tactics. and training tech
niques as practiced by a first-rate 
SWAT tea m. Tells al l about: choosing 
team members: organizing 4. 6. and 8 
man teams; equipment selection; train
ing reg imens: principles of coun ter
guerril la ops: counter-sn iping ops; 
ambush and counter-ambush tech
niques: hostage negotia tions. and 
much more. Over 100 i llustrations and 
diagrams outlining SWAT team tact ics 
are also provided. 81h x 11. softcover. 
illus .. 150 pp .. ISBN 0-87364-169-8 . 

COLD STEEL 
by John Styers . 

text by Karl Schuon 

$10.00 

A classic, originally published by 
Lea therneck Magazine. Paladin has 
obtained exclusive reprint r igh ts to 
this book, which was the Marine Bible 
of unarmed combat. Emphasizing the 
practical aspec t o f bayonet, kn ife and 
sl ic k fight ing, COLD STEEL also 
provides s hort courses in unarmed 
combat and knife throwing. This rare 
vol ume is a must add ition to any 
personal defense. knife fighter' s or 
collec tor's library. 5 112 x 8 112, 
hardbound, 180 p p .. profu sely 
il lust rated. $12.95 

BLACK BAG OWNER'S MANUAL Ill: 
"FALSE FACE" 

Do you need a new identity? O ne that 
wil l withstand close official scrutiny. 
and enable you to start a new life? If so. 
False Face is the book for the "new" 
you. Your ID change may entail assum
ing the identity o f some tong dead citi
zen. fabricating an entirely new ident ity 
through official channels. o r producing 
"Genuine" identity papers of your own. 
The autho r. an anonymous secret 
agent. o ffers several alternative ways to 
approach each aspect of this problem. 
Packed wilh practical tips. 81hx11, soft
cover. 48 pp .. ISBN 0-87364-164-7. 

S6.00 

GET TOUGH 
by Captain W.E. Fairbai rn 

Another Paladin fi rst! This long-out
ol print book was used to teach the 
lamed British commandos how lo 
destroy the enemy with bare hands . 
Fairbairn, who also invented the 
famous Fai rbairn Commando Knife. 
organized and led !he feared Shanghai 
Riot Squad which suppressed the 
Shanghai thugs and terrorists who had 
earned the gory reputation of being the 
most ruthless assassins on the g lobe. 
Covers all types of unarmed combat 
including use of the Fairbairn Com
mando Knife. II is both a collectors 
item and a fac t-crammed manual that 
co"uld save your lifer B'hx5'h. 120 pp .. 
140 illus . . hard bound . ISB N 
0-87364-002-0 $9.95 

I. LOOP 

THE SCIENCE OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

Due to many requests from investi
gator~ and law enforcement o fficials. 
~al~din has made available th isauthor-
1tatrve FBI manual ti t led . The Science 
of Fingerprints. Without a do ubt. it is 
the most thorough analysis o f th is fas
cinating subject ·available anywhere. 
Shows you the same methods used by 
the FBI! Covers: types of patterns and 
their classificat ion: questionable patt
erns: searching and referencing: latent 
impressions; the fingerprint camera: 
preparing charts for court testimony. 
and much more. Many illustrations and 
photos accompany the text. Every 
police department and criminologist 
should own a copy of this excellerit 
manual. 51h x 8 1h. softcover. illus .. 205 
pp .. ISBN 0-87364-190-6. 510.00 

MANUALS 'ON MAYHEM 
by Bradley Steiner 

Bradley Steiner. wel l-known martial 
artist and self-defense writer. has com
piled this complete guide to the litera
ture of combat martial arts and serious 
self-defense. Reviews over 150 differ
ent books about every conceivable 
type of combat self-defense. All o f the 
books covered concern themselves 
with combat self-defense. not sport or 
competit ion. Steiner also rates the 
books in terms of quality and useful 
ness. and tells the reader where to buy 
each title. The book is divided into four 
sections: Martial Arts Books With A 
Combat Orientation: Military Combat 
Texts: Pol ice Texts: and Civilian 
Defense Instruction Pub lica t ions. 
Manual On Mayhem makes it easy to 
complete your self-defense combat 
library with the finest and most prac ti
ca l materials available. 51h x BY: , soft
cover. 87 pp .. N.D. S6.00 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS FOR 
DEFENSE AND RESISTANCE 

VOL. I, THE SUBMACHINE GUN 
by Bill Holmes 

First in a series o f technically 
written books that wil l enable the 
average man to easi ly and s imply 
bui ld his own weapon with a minimum 
of tools. equipment and materials. 
through building the receiver, breech 
block. barrel, trigger assembly. stock 
and pistol grip, sights and magazine 
manufac t ure. Heat t rea tment and 
finishing are also covered. This vital 
knowledge is a must for every 
concerned c iti zen. 5 'h x 8 V2. soft 
cover, photos. machine drawings. 
ISBN 0-87364-085·3 S6.00 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS FOR 
DEFENSE AND RESISTANCE 

VOL. II. THE HANDGUN 
by B ill H olmes 

The complete home workshop guide 
10 making your own handgun Offerecl 
are two complete firearms desrgns. one 
for a semi of full automatic prstor. !he 
other for a srngfe shot. falling block 
handgun As with the first volume 1n 
th is series. the au thor has wrilfen in a 
clear . simple style In add1f1on to 
explaining how each part and section 
of the guns are made the sub1ects ot 
heat treatment and blLHng are dis
cussed thoroughly Holmes emphas
izes the use ol 1111prov1sed materials 
and suggests rnan y alterna11ve work
shop gunsm11h1ng tips 5 · x a solt
cover photos and diagrams 11111 pp 
ISBN 0-87364-154-x $6.00 
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USMC DESTRUCTION BY 
DEMOLITION , INCENDIARIES 

AND SABOTAGE 

Finally declassified with DOD direc
live 5200.9. th is manual is now made 
available exclusive ly by Paladin . This 
is an exact and complete reproduc tion 
of the original terrifying handbook !or 
havoc. No demo library can be com
plete without th is volume. It is a per fect 
complement to OSS Sabotage and · 
Demolition Manuat. 270 pp., 51hx8'h. 
diagrams. pho1os. soft cover . ISBN 0-
87364-004-7, $12.95. 

POLICE TACTICS IN 
ARMED OPERATIONS 

by Supt. Colin Greenwood 
To give police and legally armed citi

zens a definite advantage en armed 
conflicts. Sup!. Colin Greenwood has 

8ATTEAIU 

Ffr;urc {;0, VM: yeU "''""· 

DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW 

Newest avai lable edition! An ency 
clopedia of unarmed and l)and-to
hand combat - not just a complete 
handbook . but a total tra ining course 
for the deadly arena where second 
place is last. This is not a treatise on the 
gentlemanly art of se lf-defense . It is a 
how-to training course for the GI , 
peace officer o r individual who may 
find himself in a kill or get killed si tua
tion. a complete study in how to ki ll an 
armed opponent whether you are 
"armed" with weapons or not. A vi nual 
encyclopedia of gut fighting . The most 
comple te training course in toe-to-toe 
L.Ombat ever put between two covers. 
156 pp., 81hx 11 , soft cover. ISBN 0-
87364-126-4. $12.95 

TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS . . $10.95 

EXPLOSIVES AND DEMOLITIONS, 
FM-5-25, MAY 1967 . . ..... $ 8.00 

CIA FIELD EXPEDIENT 
PREPARATION OF BLACK 
POWDERS . . ... $ 4.95 

CIA AMMUNITION AND EXPLOSIVE 
SUPPLY CATALOG ........ $ 7.95 

COMBAT FLAME OPERATIONS, 
FM-20-33 . . ............ $ 3.50 

PHYSICAL SECURITY, 
FM 19-30 . . ...... $10.00 

THE PYROTECHNISTS TREASURY; 
THE COMPLETE ART OF 
FIREWORK MAKING ...... $ 9.95 

OSS SABOTAGE & DEMOLITION 
MANUAL. ............... $12.95 

BOOBYTRAPS, FM 5-13 ..... $ 5.00 
MEN IN SPACE .............. $19.95 

written this hie-saving manual. The L---------------~==-----------
BROWN'S ALCOHOL MOTOR 

FUEL COOKBOOK 

THE CHEMISTRY OF POWDER 
& EXPLOSIVES .... N.D. $1 0.00 

author is known as one of Britain 's fin
est police superintendents. He draws 
from years of experience. and explains 
specific tactics used to subdue armed 
criminals in diverse tile-and-death 
situations. Loaded with no-nonsense 
advice. this book is suited both to the 
needs of pol ice and private armed citi
zens as well Covers weapons and 
equipment. tra1nmg. team theory and 
organization. elc. 8'1? x 11 . hardcover. 
many photos and diagrams. 320 pp .. 
ISBN 0-87364-166-3. S19.95 

Silencers For 
Hand Firearms 

b}' Sieglried F. Huebner 

The first book in English by one of 
the world's foremost experts. 
Siegfried Huebner has published 
numerous books and articles in his 
native Germany, and to write this book 
he has drawn from extensive research 
at the Mauser works, Heck ler and 
Koch, and the German Army Proving 
Ground to bring to you a complete and 
authoritative text on silencers. The 
text covers silencer princip les, 
silencers in World War II , clandestine 
Weapons, and five other vital and 
in triguing chapters. Over seventy 
futlsize album pages are devoted to 
nearly two hundred exciting photos 

arid drawings. Konrad Schre ier has 
technically edited the book to insure 
its complete accuracy. 8 x 10. 100 pp., 
200 i)lustratior.s, softcover, ISBN 0-
87364-055-1 $9.95 

UNDERWATER DEMOLITION TEAM 
MANUAL 

once again avai lab le , this formerly 
restricted Department of the Navy doc
ument is the bible for the famous Frog
men and SEALS . Profu sely illustrated, 
lftiS te.it:t clearly and completely covers 
the history of UlJT. Diving . Demoli
tions, Survival , Decompress i on 
Tables and Weapons. Enjoy page after 
fac t-filled page of vital information 
with detailed diagrams and drawings 
f6r 8 t fu'e understandi ng of UDT. 225 
pp., 81hx11 . soft cover, ISBN 0-87364-
019-5. $9.95 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS/ 
BLACK BOOKS, 

Vol. 1 & 2 

These books were originally devel
oped by The Frankford Arsenal for the 
CIA and Spectal Forces. They are the 
most detailed and comprehensive 
works ever done on the subject of im
provised weapons. For years they have 
been the mos! sough! after and secre
tive boOks ever published by the Ameri
can Miiitary Only afler lengthy and ex
lefislve research have we been able to 
acquire these complete original books 
and are now making them available to 
you . Anyone who can foresee the 
troubled limes ahead should not be 
without the knowledge contained in 
lhese bOoks. The ori ginals were small 
and loose leaf bound because of the 
limited quantity pnnted . In republish
ing we have camera enlarged to 5'h x 
B'h in. for ease of reading and perfect 
bound in a sofl black cover. Note: these 
Black Books were known formerly as 
the Improvised Munitions Handbook. 
Vol 1. 147 pgs . . .... .. . $9.95 
Vol 2. 141 pgs . . .. .S9.95 
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NEVER SAY DIE 
Never Say Ole is a detailed study of 

what to do if . Techniques on how to 
survive in almost any terrain from 
desert to the frozen tu nd ra are presen
ted. But unlike other survival manuals, 
these techniques include valuable in
formation on how to com bat fear , pain 
and PANIC - and win in the struggle 
against nature. This manual covers 
everythi ng you need to know in an 
emergency: finding pu re water , medi
cal instructions. photographs of edible 
natu ral foods . im provised shelters. 
tools and equipment , and more. SB.CO 

SPECIAL FORCES 
OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 

FM 31-20 

In every respect. except for the 
weatherproof cover and handy pocket 
size. this is an exact reprint o f the 
famous Army Field Manual 31-20. All 
illustrations and every one of the 535 
pages of vital information are included . 
Chapters include: intelligence. psych 
ops. raids and ambushes. communica
tions. demolition. survival. improvised 
weaponry, and much much more! 4 xS. 
softcover, illustrated. 535 pp., ISBN o-
87364-047-0. $12.95 

AUTOMATIC & CONCEALABLE 
FIREARMS 

DESIGN BOOK , VOL. I 
An astonishing collection of auto

matic and concealable firearms de
signs. Ten weapons are presented . 
seven of which are totally improvised 
The others involve the modification of 
common semi-auto rifles (the AR-7 
Explorer) to function on full automatic. 
All drawings are done to scale. and will 
provide ho bbyist gunsmiths and 
machinists with a wealth of insights 
mto the improvisation and modifica
tion of similar firearms. Designs 
include: AA -7 conversion: Squ1res
Bingham .22 conversion: .22 Silenced 
Weapon System: Stinger : M1ni
Shotgun Pistol : and five others 8': x 
11 . softcover. diagrams: 40 pp .. ISBN 
0-87354- 165-5. S12.00 

" / nave rece,,,ed what I ordered. wnen I ordereo 11. fo1 
a falr p11ce. 

I f'l;.we this tomble lee /mg Iha/ the world 1s commg 
to an end . Prompt. correct serv1ce? Egad- fright-
enlngr 

W.B . Cahforma 

QUICK OR OEAD 
By William L. Cassidy 

The most important book on combat 
ha ndgunning of the decade! William 
Cassidy, well known as the editor of 
Knife Digest and The Complete Book 
of Knife Fighting . presents in Quick or 
Dead the proven techniques employed 
by gunfighters throughout history. 
Emphasized are the secrets of effective 
close-quarters shooting as perfected 
by such modern masters of the hand
gun as Fairbairn. Applegate. Cooper. 
Askin. Jordan. and Fitzgerald . Ollick or 
Dead is the one book vital to the needs 
of serious handgunners everywhere. 
6 x 9 . hardcover. 160 pp .. illustrated. 
ISBN 0-87364-148-5 S10.95 

FBI HANDBOOK OF 
FORENSIC SCIENCE 

Hundreds of hardened criminals are 
released from jail each year because of 
botched evidence processing. This 
authoritative FBI manual gives you the 
information you need to properly gath
er. preserve. and submit evidence. The 
FBI Handbook Of Fo rensic Science is 
an indispensable guide for the police 
officer. priva te investigator. or student 
of criminology. Covers: latent finger
prints, serology, microscopic analysis. 
toolmark identification. bomb scene 
searches. law enforcement photo
graphy. meta llurg y, glass fractures . 
and much more . Contains a 10-page 
chart to be used in submitting evidence 
to FBI laboratories. This handbook 
provides the investigative edge that 
can mean the difference be tween a 
successful conviction and an unneces
sary acquit tal. A defin ite career boos
ter. 8 x 10. 133 pp., softcover. $10.00 

HOW TERRORISTS KILL 
by J . David Truby 

Police forces and security agencies 
around the world have ordered !his 
book for their own libraries. tt is known 
as one of the most complete studies of 
terror ist-employed weaponry yet com
piled Drawing from internat ional sour
ces. the author documents a large 
variety of weapons currently used by 
terrori sts. Over 80 rare photos accom
pany the text. Vital reading for students 
of modern rerrorism. s ·~~ x 811? . soft
cover. illus . 88 pp .. ISBN 0-87364-124-
8. $6.00 

by Michael Brown 
Tells you step-by-step how to pro

duce your own alcohol for use in any 
gas-powered engin e . N ever be 
dependenl on the foreign oil suppliers 
agairi! The author first explains how to 
build a basic stilt capable of producing 
hundreds of gallons of cheap alcohol a 
day. He then presents simple modifica
tion procedures which will adapt your 
car's engine to burn the alcohol you 
disti ll at home. And the author's car 
gets 100 miles per gallon of alcohol . 
a very real answer to a very questiona
ble energy shortage. The procedures 
are adaptable to any gasoline powered 
engine. 5 '11 x 8 'h.. softcover. many 
photos and diagrams . 144 pp. $9.95 

BROWN'S ALCOHOL MOTOR 
FUEL COOKBOOK 
by Michael Brown 

Tells you step-by-step how to pro
duce your own alcohol for use in any 
gas-powered engine . N eve r be 
dependent on the foreign oil suppliers 
again! The author first explains how to 
bui ld a basic still capable of producing 
hundreds of gal lons of cheap alcohol a 
day. He then presen ts simple modifica
tion procedures which will adapt your 
car's engine to burn the alcohol you 
disti ll at home. And the author's car 
gets 100 miles per gallon of alcohol. 
a very real answer to a very questiona
ble energy shortage. The procedures 
are adaptable to any gasoline powered 
engine. S ~S x 8'h . softcover. many 
photos and diagrams. 144 pp. $9.95 

SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION 
IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 

Identifies all types of international 
small arms ammunition up to 14.5 mm 
on the basis of shape, size. and mark
ings. A useful reference for cartridge 
collectors . law enforcement personnel 
and weapons buffs. This is the latest 
available edition of this manual. and 
was produced by the U.S. Army For
eign Science & Technology Center. 
Contains over 100 pages more than 
previous editions. S'h x 81'2 . softcover. 
illus .. 250 pp., ISBN 0-87364-04504 . 

58.00 

SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT 
FIRING TECHNIQUES 

by Sgt. Frank A. Moyer and 
Robert J . Scroggie 

This one-of-a.kind work. compiled 
by two Arm y ordinance expe rts. 
eliminates the mysteries. misconcep
tions and myths surrounding the 
effective use of small arms in combat. 
This invaluable information was 
distilled from extensive tests at the 
home of the Green Berets at Ft. Bragg. 
N.C .. where over 120 weapons were 
evaluated by some or the most know
ledgeable firearms experts in the 
world! 8 x 11 , c lothbound. 120 pp .. 130 
photos. ISBN 0-87364-010-1. 512.95 

CIA EXPLOSIVES FOR 
SABOTAGE . . ......... S 5.95 

UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE 
DEVICES AND TECHNIQUES, 
TM 31-200-1 . . . N.O. $10.00 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS 
SYSTEMS . $ 5.00 

ELEMENTS OF EXPLOSIVES 
PRODUCTION ............ S 4.00 

CIA METHODS FOR EXPLOSIVES 
PREPARATION. $ 4.95 

MANUAL OF EXPLOSIVES, 
MILITARY PYROTECHNICS, 
ANO CHEMICAL 
WARFARE AGENTS .. $ 7.00 

EXPLOSIVE TRAINS . S 8.00 
THE SURVIVOR I, II , 111, & IV N.D. 

EACH VOLUME . $10.00 
FOUR VOLUME SET . $40.00 

SURVIVAL GUNS ........ N.D. $ 8.95 
MANTRACKING. . ..... N.D. $ 8.95 
MEDICAL ADVISOR'S 

HANDBOOK .............. S 6.00 
BASIC COLD WEATHER 

MANUAL. $ 8.00 
AFOOT IN THE DESERT ..... S 4.00 
SURVIVAL!. . .............. $ 6.00 
ALIVE IN THE DESERT: THE 

COMPLETE GUIDE FOR 
DESERT RECREATION AND 
SURVIVAL . . ........ S 7.00 

FINANCIAL AND PHYSICAL 
SURVIVAL (IN TIMES OF 
INFLATION, DEPRESSION, 
AND OTHER CRISES) ..... $12.95 

HANDBOOK FOR THE IRISH 
REPUBLICAN ARMY . $ 3.00 

MINI-MANUAL FOR THE URBAN 
GUERRILLA ............... $ 3.00 

COMMUNIST INTERROGATION, 
INDOCTRINATION AND 
EXPLOITATION OF PRISONERS 
OF WAR . . . $ 4.00 

FIELDCRAFT, SNIPING, & 
INTELLIGENCE . $ 8.00 

INSURGENCY AS A STRATEGIC 
PROBLEM . S 4.00 

ADVISOR HANDBOOK FOR 
COUNTERINSURGENCY, 
FM 31-73 . . ....... S 5.00 

U.S. ARMY GUERRI LLA WARFARE, 
FM 31-21 .............. N.D. S 7.50 

COUNTERGUERRILLA 
OPERATIONS, FM 31 -6 .... $ 8.00 

DOORDE .. .$8~ 

SAVE YOUR LIFE DEFENSE 
HANDBOOK . . . . N.D. $ 5.95 

THE FIREARMS 
DICTIONARY ......... .... $ 6.95 

THE QUIET KILLERS: SILENCERS
MYTHS, MYSTIQUES & 
TRUTH ..... $ 6.00 

THE QUIET KILLERS 11: 
SILENCER UPDATE . . .. S 6.00 

U.S. SILENCER PATENTS 
1888-1972 . . .... $29.95 

FIREARMS SILENCERS . $ 7.95 
NAZI SILENCER PATENTS .. $ 5.00 
PREVENTION OF TERRORISTIC 

CRIMES . $ 4.00 
POLITICAL KIDNAPPING .... S 6.00 
SNIPING-U.S. MARINE CORPS 

MANUAL FMFM 1-3B ..... $10.95 

r------------------------------------------------------------------------
PALADIN PRESS 

PO Box 1307- SF7 ~llJJ 
Boulder,C0.80306 

Phone (303) 443· 7250 

Please send me the followin4l titles: 

Send $1.00 
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s cc 
anything, little is likely to come of it. 

Before Schwarc concluded his own 
testimony, he said that SOF Publisher 
Robert K. Brown was at the center of 
a mercenary network throughout the 
United States. 

As Schware was leaving the conference 
room, I asked him if he was accusing 
Brown of actually recruiting mercenaries. 

"Well, most of Brown's staff are ex
Green Berets. They've had extensive train
ing," he said - an answer Sch ware felt 
was weighty enough to require no ex
planation. 

He dismissed news reports quoting the 
FBI as saying SOF was aware of the laws 
and stayed well within their bounds equal
ly glibly by saying: "Do you ask a crimi
nal if he is a criminal?" 

So I asked Dr. Robert Sch ware exactly 
what is a "social-economic consultant" 
and whom does he consult for? 

"All that is irrelevant," he retorted. 

~ 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Tony Bliss, Jr., is SOF's East Coast 

correspondent. A true SOF type, his 
background ranges from two tours in 
Vietnam as an infantryman in the IOI st 
Airborne Division to working as a 
cowboy in Montana to near comple
tion of an advanced degree in jour
nalism at New York University. Bliss's 
'Nam tours were in 1965, when he was 
first a rifleman and later an acting pla
toon leader, and 1967, when he was a 
team leader with the Division's Long 
Range Patrol Company. He got a 
Silver Star at Oak To the first tour and 
a Bronze Star at Song Be the second. 

Prior to Vietnam service, he was an 
honor graduate of the IOlst's Recondo 
School and later a cadre/instructor in 
the school. He has taught patrolling, 
mountaineering, survival and mine 
warfare at West Point. He left the Ar
my as a staff sergeant (E6). 

Prior to Army service, Bliss, 34, 
worked as a Montana ranch hand, a 
veterinarian's assistant in California -
and as a lemon picker in the Sunshine 
State. He has a bachelor's degree in 
English from C. W. Post College on 
Long Island and has completed all MA 
requirements except for writing his 
thesis. 

Bliss for the past 5 Vi years has been 
a Foreign Desk editor on a major 
Eastern Seaboard metropolitan news
paper. His hobbies include backpack
ing, judo - tournament class - rifle 
and pistol shooting and study of 
Southeast Asian history and affairs -
he is a member of the Asia Society and 
the Association for Asian Studies. 
Previous stories for SOF include re
views of the motion pictures The Deer 
Hunter (September '79) and Apoca
lypse Now (February '80). 

-Bob Poos 
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Who Is 
Robert Schware? 

by S. Nielsen 

SOF's first face-to-face encounter 
with Robert Schware came at a 

press conference called by him at the 
Denver capitol building on 26 October 
1979. The gilt dome and murky, mar
ble interior of the 80-year old building 
gave a serious tone to what turned out 
to be a non-event. There were only a 
few more journalists than represen
tatives of the Committee of Concerned 
Citizens about Mercenary Activities in 
Colorado. SOF was represented by 
Managing Editor B. Poos, Editor S. 
Nielsen, and photographer M. Jen
kins. On the podium for the CCCMAC 
were coordinator Robert Schware, his 
father, Rudolph Schware, Art Warner, 
American Friends Service Committee, 
Robert Prince, U.S. Peace Council, 
Dorothy McLaughlin, Boulder Com
mittee of Justice and Peace, John 
Copeland, committee member, and 
Helen Douglas, local NAACP 
member. 

Schware's opening statement to the 
press was that the public must be made 
aware of the extenr of mercenary ac
tivities, which are, according to him, a 
crime against humanity and thus com
parable to the crime of Nazism in 
Europe. When pressed for specifics 
during the subsequent question-and
answer exchange, Schware's left-wing 
hype failed to deliver anything con
crete. When asked directly if the com
mittee were accusing SOF Publisher 
Brown of recruiting mercenaries (a 
felony in this country), Schware's 
response was, " No comment." 

Through the media, prior to the 
press conference, Publisher Brown had 
offered to debate Schware publicly. 
The committee's response was, "Our 
purpose is not to debate Brown, but to 
expose him." Attempts by SOF staff 
to speak with Robert and Rudolph 
Schware and other committee mem
bers were not even met with common 
courtesy, as soon as our identity was 
known. 

The committee said it was not "an 
instrument of any political party" and 
"its activities were permeated by pro
found humanism." Yet Rudolph 
Schware was refused access to the bar 
exam by the New Mexico Supreme 
Court (Rudolph Schware, Petitioner, v 
Board of Bar Examiners of the State of 
New Mexico, 353 US 232, I L ed 2d 
796, S Ct 752, 1957) because "the peti
tioner (Schware Sr., has not shown 
good moral character, in view of his 
past membership in the Communist 
Party, his use of aliases, and his record 

of past arrests." The U.S. Supreme 
Court later overturned this ruling, 
quoting insufficient grounds. Schware 
pere also admitted in the press con
ference that he had been charged in 
1940 with recruiting soldiers to fight 
against Franco in the Spanish Civil 
War. These charges were also later 
dropped. 

Some committee members are af
filiated with the U.S. Peace Council. 
When asked to describe this organiza
tion , Schware said it's in a "process of 
reorganization and revitalization. Its 
main concern is with promoting de
tente and the passage of SALT II." 
When confronted with the fact that the 
U.S. Peace Council is cited in a Gov
ernment Printing Office report, " The 
CIA and the Media," (Supt. of 
Documents, S/N: 052-070-04609-1, 
page 574 ff.) as being a Soviet ap
paratus, Schware rejected the question 
as being an "attempt to revive the cold 
war" and he closed the press con
ference. 

Rudolph Schware is a practicing at
torney when not counseling the Con
cerned Citizens. He maintains a mod
est office in Denver, but he has the real 
thing on the walls: originals by Picasso 
and Dali, old European communist 
stock. 

His son Robert affects a British ac
cent, turtleneck sweaters, cords, 
loafers, left-wing hyperbolic rhetoric 
and an expressionless delivery. He 
reportedly works with a government 
agency in Denver. 

SOF first became aware of the 
Schwares when they presented a peti
tion to the Boulder City Council (4 
September 1979), requesting citizens to 
express their opposition to mercen
aries. The Boulder City Council took 
no action then or at a later meeting. In 
fact, this writer met with Boulder 
mayor Ruth Correll, who welcomed a 
copy of the winter 1977 issue of SOF,. 
which contains an article by Boylder 
City Couneil member Paul Danish 
("How U .S. Tax Dollars Pay for PLO 
Terrorism.") 

Publisher Brown is well-known 
around the small town of Boulder. He 
has been living here for 25 years, 
graduated from the University of 
Colorado Graduate School in 1965, 
and started Soldier of Fortune here 10 
years later. 

Schware was incensed at Boulder's 
"lack of outrage," and submitted an 
article to that effect to the public opin
Continued on page 82 
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STEELE 
Continued from page 18 
the so und of meta l hitt ing cement. T he 
backstrap had broken , let tin g the blade 
sw in g use lessly. Need less to say, I thought 
this was th e tim e for m y fin a l " big sur 
prise ," but miracul o usly th e Red C ross 
offi cial ra n out a nd ex pl a ined that 1 wa s 
America n , not Belgian, a nd m y assa ila nt s 
departed . 

F . .J.M ., 
Add ress o mitt ed 

A Sometimes faulty equipment is a 
•blessing in disguise, sin ce stabbing 

the one assailant would have m eant in
evitable retaliation .fro111 the others. 
Ho\llever, in 99 percen1 of !he cases it is 
best to have comple1ef.v reliable weapons. 
One of the best f ighting folders l have 
seen lately is th e ba/isong made by Bali
Song lnc. (Dep t. SOF, 3039 Roswell, Los 
A ngeles, CA). l have opened and closed 
mine !housands of rimes and rammed rhe 
blade into numerous immovable objecrs, 
and i1 st ill works fin e. 

Q 1 had to shoo t a nd ki ll o ne of three 
emen who assa ulted me abo ut a 

1i1onth ago, a nd whi le the cha rges were 
dropped on gro und s o f self-defe nse, m y 
illegall y ca rri ed firea rm s were confiscated. 
Th e ot her two creeps a re still loo kin g for 
me, alo ng with some asso rt ed goo n-type 
re la ti ves and friends. 

What ca n 1 get in the way o f a fo ldin g 
stiletto? I don't wa nt to be found with a 
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shea th kni fe o r a gun because of th e first 
case . 

W.L., 
San Jose, CA 

A Canying a lock blade folder, espe
• cially a st ile1 to, in the pocket is a 

felony in California. Your bes! bet is 10 
carry a single-edge, high-quality folder in 
an unconcealed belt shea1h. Th e Bali
Song menlioned above is excellen t. You 
could also t1y the "Desert Fox" foldinf!, 
figh ter made by Paul Fox (Dep. SOF, Box 
2130, Hicko1y, NC 28601) or the " Odin 's 
Cla\11" 111ade b.v Wavne Goddard ([)ep!. 
SOF, 473 Durham Ave., Eugene, OR 
97404). Frank Cen 1ofan1e (Dept . SOF, 
Box 17587, Tampa, FL 33682) has an en
/ire iine of such knives. You should also 
check with vour lawyer about !he 
possibility of acquiring a pistol per111i1 
(alth ough 1hese are scarcer than chicken 
lips in California, handgun cony usually 
being res1ric1ed 10 peace officers); he can 
also see if the "i111111edia1e danger" excep-
1io11 to Penal Code Sec. 12020 would app-
11> 10 .vou. 

NAZI-Collectors M-43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only Sl 5.00 
Postpaid. Order your siz.e 
NOW. Our 224 page fu ll y il
lus1ra1 cd ca talog only $3.00 (free 
wi1h order). 

Over 40,000 Items in Stock 

COMBAT PISTOL 
Continued f rom page 22 

popular designs . Study will include opera
tion, take-down, fiel d maintenance and 
various techniques of fire . Cost per st u
dent is $60 for the two-day affair. 

A ll weapons will be provided. Students 
m ust furnish their own ammunition. A 
minimum of 400 rounds o f 9x l9 para
bellum and 200 rounds o f 45 ACP is re
quired . Ammo must be non-corrosive 
commercial or milita ry ·bali. Approved 
jacketed reloads may be used. Ammo will 
be available at the course - at extra cost. 

Continued on page 78 

ADVENTURERS TELEPHONE 
TEST SET 
Clips on anywhere. 

New ·1980 
Price 
56800 

Monitors phone conversation . 
Undetected while testing . 
Flip switch and place calls. 

Black Rubber 
Green Plastic (Not shown) 

Don 't Leave Home Without It! 

A Must For Every Adventu rer 
$68.00 & P.PD. 
Money Orders, VISA & 
Master Charge 

Start Now with NO .PREVIOUS -EXPERIENCE! 
You 'll lear; gun repair , ballistics. custom-ammo making and much , much 
more. Just think of the possibilities. Counseling gun buyers as a salesman 

in a gun shop, sporting goods store or disco unt house. Work on a game 
farm, shooting club or range . You ma y even start you r own business -

se lling guns or repa iring them. Because the gu n 
business var ies from one area to another. we sug

ges t yo u check on· job openings where you live. 

It's an exciting and satisfying life 
for the man who loves guns_ 

COURSE INCLU DES 
tools, honing s~ones, 

etc ... . everything you 
need for a fast st art. 

Write for FREE 
Information! 
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RiFLE INSTRUCTION NOW AVAILABLE AT 
WORLD FAMOUS GUNSITE RANCH 

INSTRUCTION BY JEFF COOPER 

The American Pistol Institute , highly acclaimed for its pistolcraft instruction , is now 
conducting courses in the practical use of the rifle. These courses have been in
troduced to meet an increasing demand for training in the safe and efficient use of 
rifles by civilians, as military marksmanship continues to decline in availability and 
specialize in purpose. The high-power precision rifle , carefully used , is still a very 
practical instrument for individuals , and it appears that a great many people need 
instruction in it that is no longer available in the public schools. Gunsite students will 
learn ballistic theory , sights and sighting , positions , trigger control and progress 
through slow-fire exercises at short range to position selection , shooting sling and 
bipod , range estimation , time pressure , and moving targets. 

For descriptive information, 
brochure, 1980 class schedule, 
and application, send $1.00 to 
The American Pistol Institute, 
Gunsite Ranch , P.O. Box 401-X, 
Paulden, Arizona 86334. 

M~e~~·~:~!~h~~~ 
- meres tell ' the Inside story of fighting a 

THE MERCENARIES tells the truth about 
men who fight for pay in 300 fact and 
adventure packed pages, 39 photos. and 2 
mercenary contracts. It was the first book 
willing to deal with the dogs of war as they 
really are. without fictional padding. 
Reviewed in Soldier of Fortune as "A wealth 
of background Information for the sthoiar 
and soldier of fortune:· $3.00 

bloody last ditch stand against communist 
troops and tanks In Angola. 491 pages, 16 
photos. paperbound. $5.00 

CONGO MERCENARY is Col. "Mad Mike" 
Ho11re's own story of how he became the 
most famous mercenary of this century. 
Lj!ading the white mercenaries of his Sth 
Commando. Hoare broke the back of a 
communist rebellion in Africa and rescued 
hundreds of hostages. Hardbound, 318 
pages, 29 photos. $15.95 

WHORES OF WAR Is a leftist hatchet job on 
mercenaries.today that draws heavily on the 
commie sponsored i'nternational 
Committee of Inquiry on Mercenaries. Yet it 
contains surprising amounts of useful in
formation not found anyplace else 
sandwiched between hysterically funriy 
bullshit. $3.50 

SEND ORDER AND PAYMENT TO 
Free Companion Press. P.O. Box 542. Dept. B 

Sugarland. Texas 77478 
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TERRAIN & SITUATION 
Continued from page JO 
cylinder bolt cuts are between the 
chambers rather than over them. Stan 
dard are a ramp front-sight and Accro
click fully adjustable rear. But an optional 
Eliason rear sight (like that found on the 
Gold Cup) with Patridge front sight can 
be had at modest extra cost. Two action
tuning variations are offered, above the 
nice action found on the standard guns. 
One variation slicks the action rn much 
that it is no.t recommended the gun be us
ed with magnum primers because ignition 
might not always be positive. The other 
action job, the more sensible of the two, 
smooths the rough spots and doesn 't in
terfere with reliability .· 

A little on the big side - 43 1/2 ounces 
and 11 Y4 inches · LOA with six-inch barrel 
- the Python is probably the ultimate 
.357 magnum revolver. In this age of the 
autoloading pistol, we sometimes forget 
that a revolver can digest wider varieties 
of ammunition, special purpose ammo, 
even shotshells, · and can be pattern
loaded. If fired with factory ammo -
even the hot stuff like the 158-grain SJSP 
.357 load from Federal - the Python is 
essentially a lifetime gu.n. Available · in 
blue and nickel, for field use under 
adverse conditions, something like a 
Metalife job might not be a bad idea. 

The factory grips are big, but replace
ment grips from Pachmayr may be obtain
ed in two sizes, one near the actual frame 
size and one larger, which approximates 
the Colt original grip si.ze. For the serious 
revolv.er with a service life longer than 
your own, the Python is a perfecr choice. 
It isn't cheap ,. retailing at $461.50 current 
ly. But with the Python , you definitely get 
what you pay for. For additional informa
tion write Colt, Dept. SOF, 150 Huyshope 
Ave., Hartford, CT 06102, USA. 

'9{ 
LIFE 
Continued frdm page 63 
(impact from a handgun bullet is insuffi
c'ient to knock an officer down). As an ex
periment you could surprise fellow of
ficers · with a jab from an electric cattle 
prod. It gives a similar reaction to the 
t>ullet impact on a vest. Officers, who are 
surprised and temporarily hurt by the cat
tle prod (some being off-balance at the 
time), sometimes fall down. This experi
ment will not add to your popularity but is 
an enlightening analogy to bu,llet hi ts on 
vests . 

A case in point; in February 1977, a 
Metro Nashville officer was shot in the 
left, lower back during an armed robbery 
call. He was shot with a 240-grain .444 
bullet from a scoped tvfarlin rifle from a 
distance of less than 50 feet through the 
back panel of his bullet-resistant vest and 
was not knocked off ))is feet. The bullet 
energy from this distance is approximately 
3,000 ft./lbs., about JO times the energy 
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of most 38 special ammunition. This of
ficer returned to full duty in five months . 

In July 1976, a solo Metro patrol of
ficer, running emergency, sped over a hill 
to a find a tractor-trailer rig locked-up 
across the road. The impact knocked the 
police car's bumper to the firewall . The 
shattered steering column had a sharp 
two-inch projection and it along with 
another pointed metal objecr (a broken 
spotlight handle), hit the officer in the 
chest , causing light bruises througli the 
vest. The officer spent two days in the 
hospital for facial lacerations and slight 
concussion. 

Two Metro officers were stabbed while 
wearing vests but reported that they 
thought they had been lightly punched in 
the back at the time. 

Expect bruising. 

Pictures of officers shot while wearing 
vests are available in the Body Armor Pro
gram Executive Summary (July-August 
1977) by the Aerospace Corporation. 
Histories show where there was no total 
penetration (perforation), that 7-ply vests 
show smaller , deeper bruises compared to 
the lighter, shallower bruises on officers 
wearing heavier commercial vests. Bro
chures from Second Chance show man y 
actual pictures of blunt trauma. 

Even officers shot while wearing a light 
7-ply vest required little medical aid. Of 
the nearly 100 reported cases that Metro 
had access to , there were no mortalities 
from blunt trauma, few cracked ribs, but 
many large bruises. If shot while wearing 
a vest, any vest , where the bullet does not 
totally penetrate, you can expect the im
pact o f a light punch, a sting like an elec
tric shock or a bee sting and a bruise 
about six times the bullet diameter. That's 
all. If your vest will stop the bullet from 
totally penetrating the vest, you need only 
be prepared to treat large bruises. 

I have personally worn and ballistically 
tested several vest models (See Vest 
Analys is Chart) . 

Do not worry about test results done 
while vests are wet because in actual wear 
(sweat or rain) , vests cannot get wet 
enough to degrade stopping performance 
- and Dupont states that Kevlar® retains 
its original ability when allowed to dry. 

Do not worry about test results that 
showed too much deformation on a hunk 
of clay. If a vest stops a bullet from total 
panel penetration, blunt trauma is not go
ing to kill you, no matter what "desk
perts" say. 

Wearing and properly maintaining a 
good qualit y vest will become second 
nature to you if you follow these ground 
rules. As the saying goes in Nashville (to 
our 800 officers who are required to wear 
vests daily): " Better to be hot than shot ." 
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DARE TO BE THE PURSUER 

- _,. 

Don 't be the prey - helpless in 
emergencies! Prov e your po wer 
potential by saving others! 
SEARCH AND RESCUE MAGAZINE 
teaches y.ou the search, survival and 
rescue skills that mean the difference. 
Subscribe now to our quarterly and 
add a super new dimension to your life! 

Mail to: Search and Rescue Magazine 
Box 153 B 
Montrose. CA 91020 USA 

-· ~-?;)<- .~~ 

Order now and SAVE up to S15.00 over 
newstand pricest 

.... 

... 
' ~ . . 
~·· · 

- D SAVE SIS.00 on a 3 year 530 
subscript ion. enclosed is S27 

D SAVE S 9.00 on a 2 year 521 
subscrip tion. enclosed is SI 9 

D SAVES 3.00 on a 1 year $12 
subscript ion . enc losed is SI I 

Street ------------

Ci ty State __ Zip __ _ 

Enclosed 1s: 0 Check. 0 VISA. 0 Ma ste rch~rge 
Card # ___________ _ 

Expiration Date· 

HUNT IN AFRleA 
FOR PEANQTC! 
1980 Safari & Airfare 
Only $3995 
SUPER HUNT is an adventure of a lifetime at an 
affordable price. 

Collect fine trophies in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia in
ch.iding kudu, sable, impala, zebra and other 
species. Opportunities to shoot ·dangerous 
game: lion, elephant, buffalo & leopard. 

SUPER HUNT is an all-inclusive package of 
seven days in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, guaran
teed five game trophies, airfare from New 
York, and first class accommodations with 
english speaking guides. Season runs until 
15 November. 

Bring your hunting partner along & each 
receive a 10% discount on SUPER HUNT. 
Write or call for full details. 
D. E. Whitla, Managing Director 
THE HUNTING SAFARI COMPANY, Ltd., 
903 Melissa Drive 
San Antonio, 'Texas 78213 
tel 512 344 6563 

Worldwide Safari-Shikar Agents & Ouifitters 
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Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking 1.ndicator 
Pushbutton Safety 

ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 

22 AUTO NINE 
.22LR High VelOCllY 

Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Oz. Loaded (8 % oz. empty) 
Smaller Than Colt Jr .. 25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 

FTL MARKETING CORP. 
12521·3 OXNARD STREET 

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91606 

MILITARY GRAPHICS 
Box 9671 ·Dept. 3 
Baltimore, Mar)tland 21237 U.S.A. 

"Our 5th Year Serving the 
Fiqhtinq Man Around the World" 

Worlds largest Selection of Military Insignia Sporrswear 

All Insignia Redesigned Larger Facilities to serve 
No. .No. No. You Beller 

I. U.S. Special Forces 16. Bri tish Parachute Regl. J I. Devils Brigade-Airborne 
2. U.S. Marine CorpS Insignia 17. Bri tish Royale Marines 32. I01h Special Forces Group 
3. British Commando 18. Warren SS Runes JJ. Luftwa ffe Eagle 
4. U.S. Master Airborne Wings 19. SS Deaths Head J4. Rhodesian African Rines 
5. U.S. Senior Ai rborne Wings 20. Scott ish-Blackwa1ch J5. Lovat Scouts-Scott ish 
6. U.S. NoVice Airborne Wings 21. Vict :Nam- Airborne Wings 36. Grenadier Guards-British 
7. U.S. IOl st Airborne 22. U.S.M .C. Drill Instructor 37. Royal Scots Grcy~-Scotti~h 

8. U.S. 82nd Airborne 23. 5th Special Forces Group 38. Sco11ish Rifles 
9. U.S. Marine Corps Recon Wings 24. IOlsl Ai r Assault J9. Irish Guards-Brifr-,h 

10. Rhodesian Airborne Wings 25. Explosive Ordinance DiSposal 40. Fallschirm-Jagcr-Gcrrnany 
11. U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. Insignia 26. U.S. Army Ranger Insignia 41 L.R.R.P.-Airbornc 
12. Rhodesian Security Force 27. Special Forces-Special Opera1ions 42. Isl Cav.-Airmobile 
13. Brilish Special Air Service 28. Brit ish- Long Range Desert Group 4J. Wild Geese- Airborne 
14. French Foreign Legion 29. Rhodesian Selous Scouts 44. Royal Scots Fusiliers 
15. French Commando JO. Spe1.:ial Forces-Mike Force 45. R.A. F.- Pi lots Wings 

Sp,ecify Shi rt Type • Col6r • Style • Insignia No. • Shirt Sites. Small- Medium- Large,-X-Largc 

T-SHIRTS $7.50 RING NECK - T-SHIRTS $8.50 SWEATSHIRTS $10.50 

Colors A vaiiable 
White, Blue, Tan, 
Gold. Green , Scarlet 

CHECK 

Style Bodj Color/Trim 
A. Lt. Green- Ork. Green 
B. Whitc-Drk. Green 
C. White-Blue 
D. Gold-Black 
E. Lt. Blue-Drk . Blue 

MONEY ORDER VISA 

Colors A vailable 
White, Blue, Green. 
Gold , Gray, Scarlet 

MASTER C HARGE 

•Orders o utside 1he U.S & Canada, add 200"/o to prices for Air-Mail Delivery• 
•Please Allow 4-6 Weeks Delivery• 

•c redit Card Orders-Include a ll Numbers o n Card• 

AWARD CERTIFICATES 

• 8xl I in Color • • $8.00 each 3 for $15.00 • •Space for Name/Rank/ Dates • 

C-1 U.S. M.C.-Force Recon c:7 Special Forces-Guerrilla Warfare C-13 Rhodesian-Parachu te Rcg1. 
C-2 U.S. Special Forces C-8 Special Forces-Weapons Expert C-14 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L.- Wcap. Expert 
C-3 U .S. Navy S.E.A.L. C-9 Rhodesian Securily Force C- 15 5th Special Forces Group 
C-4 U.S. Airborne-Master C-10 U.S. Marine Corps-Weap. Expert C- 16 U.S. Marine Corps-Rine Expert 
C-5 U.S. Army Ranger C-11 U.S. Airborne-Senior C·l7 U.S. Marine Corps-Pistol Exper1 
C-6 Special Forces-Jungle Expert C-12 Special Forces- Demolition Expert C-18 U.S. Army-H .A. L.0. 

FOR I ... .,., .... ""'"rTION "" IN"1r.N t .&i;; '"'n Pl>llnt JrTi;;. ·"l':ND •1.00 FOR OUR ALL NEW 1980 CATALOG 
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VEST ANALYSIS CHART 
Th real 

Manufacturer Model Level Comments 
Armor of Super Armour-Hyde II No Optio n for 

America Nashville Vest l lA Inserts 

Second y 11A lnsen Option 
Chance z II 

lJ.S. Border Patrol Ii (IV) Easy t0 Clean 
(rubber coaicd) Insens 

Point Blank 15 11A Thin & 
Flexible 

Safari land M-3 11 Rather Thick 
but Good 

Workmanship 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Ken Pence is a veteran member of 

Nashville, Tenn . . Police Department , 
currently assigned to the Metro Police 
Academy as firearms · and defens ive 
tactics instructor, a position Lt. Pence 
is well qualified for since he is a Na
tional Ri fie Association (NRA) cer
tified firearms instructor, has attended 
the FBI Instructors School, holds a 
rating of Police Firearms Expert from 
the NRA, is a 3rd Degree Blackbelt in 
Korean Tae Kwon Do and .Moo Duk 
Kwan, has attended the FBI's Special 
Tactical Firearms School (SWAT) and 
served as point man of the Metro 
Unusual Situation Team (SW AT) . 
Pence, who graduated from Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, is making his 
debut in SOF with th is story. 

BBD 
Continued from page 20 

helped organize the International Bri 
gades and may have helped organize 
the counter-Olympics. The theme 
song of that counter-Olympics was 
later adopted by the famous com
munist-led Fifth Regiment. 

YR /' 
COMBAT PISTOL 
Continued from page 75 

Course instructors are highly skilled 
and the range facilities should provide an 
excellent study of weaponcraft. Reason
able overnight accommodations are avail
able. Fo,llow-up after the course will be a 
combat match o n July 20 for submachine 
guns only. For furth er details and in for
mation contact: Wetzel Arms Co ., Dept. 
SOF, 2005 Fernwood St., Middletown, 
OH 45042, phone (513) 424-6041. 

I N the ·art of combat pistol shooting, 
proficiency often means long, arduous 

training, with skill retained by extra ho urs 
on the range practicing various firing 
techniques . How one practices can have a 
great deal to do with his overall perfor
mance. One's best bet is to shoot with a 
top-level shooter that can show him pro
per technique and provide good advice. 
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One of practical shooting's burdens 
comes from the fact that mistakes are 
somet imes as difficult to recognize as to 
correct. Many of us have continued to 
suffer from bad techniq ue without realiz
ing we were making a mistake in our 
shooting form . In many cases, the people 
o ne shoots with are either not aware of the 
problem, or don't care whether one is do
ing it correctly or not . 

One of the best checking systems co mes 
from havin g one's self photographed 
while shooting a mat ch, or course of fire. 
This way the photos will re fl ect exactl y 
what one is do ing. By examining the pic
tures, one can determine poor stance, bad 
shooting form, grip , head position and 
other critical factors. I find it interes tin g 
that many people notice t heir stance or 
shooting position when lookin g at their 
photos taken in shooting drills. 

Probab ly the best system is to have a 
video tape made of one's shooting, then 
play it bac k to observe his performance . 
The resulting tape will make the individual 
more aware of what must be worked on. 
Even without adva nced equipment one 
can find a friend wit h a simple camera to 
take photos and shoot so me basic firin g 
drills . Study the resulting photographs for 
good techniques and those which need im
provement. 

M ANY pract ical shooters have no 
other person to practice with and 

must train by themselves . Trying to 
prepare for a certain time-limit stage can 
be difficult without another person to run 
the stop watch. Nort h Carolina practical 

YOU CAN OWN IT! 
Today's Rapid - Fire Semi-auto version of the 

famous "Tommy Gun" 

DELUXE 
MODEL 27 A·1 

.45 CALIBER OR 
MODEL 27 A-3 

.22 CALIBER 

MODEL 27 A·1 STANDARD MODEL 1927 A·5 PISTOL 
.45 CALIBER .45 CALIBER 

These semi-automatic vers ions of the world famous "Tom my Gun" 
can be owned by anyone! Available in both .45 and .22 cal ibers, w ith 
optional drum (supplied with 30-round 
magazine). Full accessory line. Send 
$1.00 for il lust rated color cata log. 
Over 2 J;2 million Thompsons sold s ince 1921 

THOMPSON 

~ 

Auto-Ordnance Corporation 
P.O. BOX HG WEST HURLEY, NEWYORK 12491 (914)679-7225 

pistol shooter and pi~o~mith Bill North ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
solved this problem by using an inexpen
sive tape recorder. First, he taped various 
range comm ands, then the starting signal 
complete wi th the stop whistle at the end 
of the time limit. This enables him to 
practice by himself and still beco me sk ill
ed at shooting the required tim e limit s 
while tra ining for the different stages. If 
one is training by himself, thi s may be th e 
ideal method to use. -Ken Hacka thorn 

UNI-VEST by Garth 
Designed tor Law Enforcement 
& Sporting use. $39.95 

The most p ractical 
comfortable way to 
carry a gun . Un i-Vest 
fits revolvers & autos 
with 2" to 6 •;," barrels 
in three special l y 
designed hol s ter 
pockets. No need to 
eve r bu y another 
holste r. Uni-Ves t also 
has a two magazine 
pocket, which opens to 
accommodate loo se 
ammo. Heavy weight 
blue denim. Sizes S-M
L-XL. Speci fy right or 

left handed. $5.00 deposit on COOs. Stamped 
envelope brings literature. 

GARTH COMPANY Dept.SF, 
P.O. Box 14354, Tampa, Florida 33690 
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ORDER 
... 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Quantity Item 

Know Your .45 Auto Pistols 

Know Your Walther P.38 Pistols 

Know Your Walther PP & PPK Pistols 

Know Your M1 Garand Rifles 

Know Your Antitank Rifles 

x $4.95 = 
Total Quantity Ordered 

Add 50~ Shipping & Handling for ea. book ordered. __ 

Enclosed is my check or money order for$ ____ _ 
Total 

I wish to receive the following book free : _____ _ 
Title 

Name __________ _ 

Address ----------

City ___________ _ 

State _______ Zip __ 

Mail To: 

BLACKSMITH PUBLISHING 

P.O. Box 424 
Southport, Connecticut 06490 

© 1979 Blacksmith Corporation 
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" .. THE POWER 
TO CLOUD MEN'S 
MINDS ... " 

To Order 

... or at least make an attacker change 
his mind!!! Stronger than mace; more 
effect ive than tear gas; instantly and 
completely incapacitates one or a 
number of attackers. Easi ly carried, 
this non-letha l weapon will send a 
stream of protection into ari attacker's 
face, causing unbearable agony. He 
wil l have difficulty breathing, double 
up, and be wholly incapacitated. You 
can escape unharmed. 

Send $9.95 + $1.00 Postage to: 

SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222 - SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 

(H&M) 

NAME __________ _ 

ADDRESS __________ I' 

CITY 

QUAN. 
STYLE SIZE TOTAL 
(H&M/RH) (S,M.L.X L) AMOUNT 

NO OF SttiRTS , 75 POSTAGE 
AND HANOllNG PHl $H!RT 1-------l 
Ill AE SIDEriTSPLE •\SE 
,\QO ~ SALE S TAX 

0 MASTERCHAAGE TOTAL 

_____ EXP. DATE __ _ 

SIGNATURE _________ _ 

PLEASE ALLOW ·1·6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY ORDERS OUT SIDE 
CONT INENTAL US :,QQ SI SO FQl1 POSTAGE 

(RH) 

THE ASSAULT WATCH 
IS HERE 
IN 24 HOUR MILITARY TIME 

No more guesswork, day or night! The 
ASSAULT WATCH, for local or international 
operations co-ordination, shows the exact 24 
hour military time at a glance. 

Provides the timekeeping-accuracy so vital for 
critical operational timing as well as the 
convenience of continuous read-out in 24-hour 
time. 

Extremely rugged-designed to withstand 
rough treatment and hard use , with 100% 
stainless case and scratch-proof, shatter-proof 
mineral crystal face. Space-age liquid crystal Makes an ideal gift that may save a life. ONE 
read-out shows hour, minute and second; day YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY. Full satisfaction 
and date change automatically month to month guaranteed or your money back. 
with no adjustment needed. Specify ALL-STAINLESS at $79.50 each or 

Dual time mode shows time in two zones; push GOLDT_ONE at $99.50 each. DEDUCT $5 each 
a button fo r subtle night light. for orders of 3 or more. 

The ASSAULT WATCH is an indispensable aid 
to police , fire fighters, and the mil itary. I ORDER TOLL-FREE- - - - -
,--;;;-----,.-----·· ---- Credit card holders may order by mail or use 

. our toll-free numbers below. Or, send check or 
Boot Kmle Ankle Holster . . money order plus $2.50 per order delivery fee 

When t.otal_ concealment IS I and 6% California sales tax, if applicable. 
a must, m s1tuat1ons from I TOLL FREE NUMBER 
forr!1al dress , undercover 

800
_
358

_9999 
assignments to combat I . . 
reach for this lifesaver. In Cahforrna 800-862-4999 

'-1-05-=l==Bo"--o""t= Kn=if=e'----'Ankle Holster, complete .. $44.95 I S.A. DIREC'f MARKETING ;!i l• I 
1052 Ankle Holster . . . . . . $18.00 Dept. SF, 6519 Ave. Del Paraiso 
1053 Boo! Knife w/Leather Scabbard .. $28.95 I Carlsbad, CA 92008 <> 1980 S.A. Direct Marketing 
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DOWN 
Continued from page 31 

"To hell with tnis , " he thought, and 
struck out for the reef about 1,000 yards 
away. A big, well-built Missourian, Mar
tin had been a varsity swimmer at An
napolis. He started swimming underwater 
in a series of spurts, still clinging to his 
chute canopy and hauling his back pack. 

Halfway to the reef, Martin looked 
back and saw two boats heading toward 
him. He frantically began swimming 
again, knowing he had little prospect of 
evading the Japanese. But providentially a 
new air strike arrived , forcing the boats 
back to shore. Carrier planes bombed and 
strafed the beach, much to Martin's 
satisfaction, though shrapnel from anti
aircraft shells periodically fell around 
him. 

Though nearly to the reef and the open 
sea which meant surv ival, Marti n 's pro-

Continued on page 84 

Join Now. Become a 
Charter Member 

of the 
Chappaquiddick 

Bridge Club 
Light blue T-Shirt with emblem & 

words in green and brown. 
Top quality Jockey (TKO) T-Shirt. 

One T-Shirt for $6.95 
plus .65 postage each. 

Membersh ip Cards 
$2.00 each. 

$7.95 + .65 postage 
for T-Shirt & Card 

Credit Card Order by Phone: 
1-800-835-2246 (Toll Free Number) 

House of Shawn 
200 Hilton Office Building 

Denver, CO 80202 

ADVEN'fUllEllS 
'fEl.EPllONE AND 
'fES'I' SE'I' 

MODEL 1011 

CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 

MADE OF RUGGED, NON-REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 

$ 80 With Shipping & Ins. Paid 
CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 

VISA• & MASTER CHARGE--
ALSO AVAILABLE: ·s-ocoro ......- ........... ........ .. 

Green Plast ic Olal-in-Harodset style Test Se! 
Push-Tone and Dial combined Test Set 
Battery powered Fi eld Phones 
Sound powered Fleld Phones 
Telephones and Books on Telephones 

CATALOG: $1.00 

Vt~t-Amertca n" 
109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 
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SCtI~ltll~ll f)I~ l~()ll'l'IJNI~ 
ll1lC~I{ ISSIJl~S 

ORDER FORM 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES - $4.00 EACH 
PLEASE ADD 50¢ FOR EACH ISSUE TO COVER P&H 

I ENCLOSE CHECK/MONEY ORDER FOR S ---------

NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE ___________ ZIP _ _ _ 

D #1 
D #4 
D #7 
D #10 
D #13 
D #16 
D #19 
D #22 
D #25 
D #28 
D #31 

RETURN TO: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 
P.O. BOX 693, DEPT. SF-29, BOULDER, COLORADO 80308 

0 #2 
D #5 
D #8 
D #11 
D #14 
D #17 
D #20 
D #23 
D #26 
D #29 
D #32 
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tl!f ~ATALOO 
S.W.A.T. SLING 

AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 
11f•" NYLON WEBBING 

15 ELASTIC SHELL LOOPS 
FULLY ADJUSTABLE LENGTH, WITH OD SWIVELS ........ $24.95 

, FOR 1'1.N (MILITARY) SWIVELS ......................• $21.95 
FOR 1" (COMMERCIAL) SWIVELS $21.95 

MATCHING 20 RD. BANDOLEER ........ , . . • . • . • • . . . . . $28.95 
8 RD. BUTTSTOCK AMMO CARRIER ... S15.00 

COBRA DEFENSE ACCESSORIES, LTD. 
P.O. Box 30035 •Midwest City, Oklahoma 73110 

MAGNIFICENT 
BRASS 

PAPERWEIGHT 
Full size replica of the Knuckle Duster 

ORDER TODAY! 
$7 postpaid 

Aluminum paperweight 
$3.50 postpaid 

For novelty paperweight use only. 
Not Intended for any other use. 

Send check or M.O. to: 

BEST 
SPORTS SUPPLIER 

P.O. Box 4, Dept. 14 
Hazelwood, Mo. 63042 

FRENCH 
FIGHTING CANE 
CARRY YOUR WEAPON
UNCONCEALEDI READY! ALERT! 
INCONSPICUOUS! 
IN ANY SITUATION ••• 

Walnut • 
Rosewood 
Zebra wood 
Cocobolo 

$31.95 
$35.95 
$33.95 
$37.95 

37" Long - Brass Tip 
lnstrudion Pamphlet 

CASCADE 
Box 1133, Twin Falls, Idaho 

83301 
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SOF CRITIC 
Continued from page 74 
ion column of the Rocky Mountain 
News (Denver, 500,000 readership) 
which he wanted the newspaper to run 
anonymously. The paper refused. 
Schware then put the name of one of 
his committee members to the man
uscript and it was printed without the 
paper's knowing of the incorrect 
author credit. (Rocky Mountain News, 
7 September 1979, "Speak Out, by 
Robert Copeland.) [The Rocky Moun
tain News became more circumspect 
about the committee, and did not print 
anything about the February Anti
Apartheid committee testimony by 
Schware in New York.] 

Schware's hot pursuit of the lack of 
outrage next led him to ask Rep. Pat 
Schroeder (D-Colo.) to write the 
Justice Department for an investiga
tion of SOF. The Department's laconi
cal response was: "We are aware of 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine. In the 
event that sufficient information 
comes to our attention indicating that 
a violation of federal criminal law has 
been committed, we will take appro
priate action." (27 September 1979, 
signed Robert L. Keuch, Deputy As
sistant to the Attorney General.) Ac
cording to Rep. Schroeder's Denver 
spokesman, another letter was sent 15 
January 1980 to the Justice Depart
ment asking for further explanation. 
As of this writing the Department has 
not deigned to reply to Schroeder. 

After this, little was heard about 
Schware. Or from Schware. At no time 
did Schware, his committee or Rep. 
Schroeder contact SOF to get a state
ment or reaction. The Denver-based 
anti-mercenary group next appeared in 
New York. According to press releases 
prior to the 11 February 1980 meeting 
of the UN Special Committee Against 
Apartheid, Schware claimed that the 
"London accords [Lancaster House 
Agreements, signed 21December1979) 
recently reached on peace in Rhodesia 
require the removal of 13,000 to 15,000 
mercenaries, including 4,000 Ameri
cans from the country." It only took a 
quick call to the United Kingdom Mis
sion to the UN in New York to refute 
this bit of fiction. The first secretary in 
charge of the Rhodesian question gave 
a brisk, British "nonsense" to 
Schware's figures. He said that there 
was no mention of mercenaries at all in 
the La11caster House agreement, and 
that, to his knowledge, there were np 
American mercenaries in Rhodesia. 

What is Schware's next move? Very 
possibly to get the U.S. Congress to 
approve changes in the Geneva con
vention concerning mercenaries. Until 
now, according to the February 11th 
testimony to the UN Special Commit
tee, "Western countries usually sup
ported the view that mercenaries 
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should be considered as prisoners of 
war." And, in point of fact, the pres
ent status of mercenaries is defined by 
an additional protocol to the Geneva 
Conventions of July 1977 (Article 47) 
as the following: " 1. A mercenary shall 
not have the right to be a combatant or 
a prisoner of war." This protocol lacks 
force of law in the U.S . , but if ac
cepted would mean that the legal 
definition between one man's mer
cenary and another man's freedom 
fighter would be up to arbitrary, sub
jective decisions . 

It is clear that Third World nations 
will submit a proposal, sponsored by 
Nigeria, to the next UN General As
sembly calling for mercenary activities 
to be declared an international crime 
against humanity. But, then with the 
UN's track record, Schware may turn 
out to be right: "All that is 
irrelevant." -S. Nielsen 

~ 
HILL 64 
Continued from page 59 
1hat. I 'd rather talk about what the other 
guys did a nd what they got. 

"But I will say rhis. It was hairy o ut 
there. I think, knowing what I know now, 
I '.d have to be goddamn silly to go out and 
do something li ke that again." · 

WHY THE NV A FAILED: 
DETERMINATION 

PAPERS found on the bodies of the 
150 North Vietnamese scattered 

over Hill 64, 500 meters west of the 
main Alpha 1/ 9 perimeter, revealed 
that the attack had been carried out by 
a reinforced battalion of the 101 D 
Regiment, 325C Division. 

To prevent Marines from reinforc
ing the outpost, the NV A fired 350 
mortar and artillery rounds into the 
main 1/ 9 position . 

The attack came against the north
western and southwestern corners of 
the outpost. The NV A used banga
lores, or threw canvas on the barbed 
wire and then rolled over it. In the 
trenches, the NV A depended on RPGs 
and satchel charges. Machine guns, 
placed inside the areas penetrated, pin
ned down Marines on the eastern side 
of the hill. 

Roach, the platoon commander, was 
killed near the trenchline during a 
counter-attack. Marines were involved 
in savage hand-to-hand combat in the 
counter-attack and Roach climbed 
atop an exposed bunker to direct fire . 

Although Radcliff's counter-attack 
enabled the Marines to restore lines on 
Hill 64, 26th Marines' Commanding 
Officer Col. David Lownds later 
elected to abandon the outpost and 
pull the Marines back to the main 
Continued on page 87 
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DOWN 
Continued from page 80 
fessional instincts toqk over. Still yery 
much in danger, he made mental notes on 
the lagoon, taking bearings on prominent 
landmarks to pinpoint his location for in
telligence officers. Water depth, curre.nt, 
nature of the bottom and width of the reef 
all registered. Then his observations were 
interrupted by more shell splashes, and 
the squadron commander went over the 
reef into the breakers; still toting his gear. 

Once beyond the lagoon, Mamn m
flated his Mae West and raft, letting the 
latter drift downwind still further out of 
range from the beach. Finally satisfied he 
was temporarily safe, he climbed in the 
raft; secured his gear and rigged a sail with 
his chute canopy. Enterprise aircraft had 
him in sight, and before lo.ng a Curtiss 
floatplane picked him up. The SOC pilot 
emptied a whole 45 magazine into 
Martin's raft, preventing other searchers 
from thinking it wa~ occupied, and took 
off. Later that day Martin watched from a 
destroyer as the AA battery which had 
shot him down was destroyed by naval 
gunfire . 

It takes considerable cool to note tide, 
current and coral formations when people 
are trying to blow you out of the water, 
but Bill Martin was a professional's pro
fessional. His report on the lagoon and 
reef aided the amphibious landing two 
days later . 

Philippine Guerrilla Activity 

. With the invasion of the Philippines in 
October 1944, downed fliers had a much 
better chance of finding help on the 
ground. A large, well-organized guerrilla 
movei;nent had been operating for nearly 
three years. Those aviators shot down far 
inland did better to sit and wait for the ad.
vancing U.S. Army to come to them. But 
others took a more active role. 

Among the latter was Lt. Alex Vraciu, a 
25-year-old Hellcat ace with 19 planes to 
his credit. Shot down at the beginning of 
his third combat tour in December, 
Vraciu bailed out and hit the ground only 
minutes ahead of the Japanese. He was 
quickly surrounded by Filipino guerrillas , 
who rushed him off toward a nearby vil
lage. Periodically some of the locals 
would lift Vraciu and carry him several 
paces down a narrow trail, then set him 
down. When he asked about the curious 
procedure, he was informed it was for his 
own safety: they didn't want him falling 
into one of the punji-stick pits along the 
path. 

Joining a guerrilla band led by a U.S. 
Army officer, Vraciu was appointed bre
vet major, but had little opportunity to 
engage the Japanese. Not that it was for 
lack of effort. When General Mac
Arthur's troops met Vraciu's band several 
weeks iater, the guerrillas were arrayed in 
style. Many rode horses - including a 
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squad of mounted buglers - and the men 
were armed with all manner of weapons. 
Vraciu himself, in addition to his own 45, 
packed a Nambu pistol and a Japanese 
saber. 

Upon rejoining his squadron aboard 
the. carrier Lexington, Vraciu shrugged: 
"It was but a small affair." 

From Saigon to Hanoi 
to Dien Bien Phu 

A different sort of escape was the result 
of the first carrier strike on French In
dochina on 12 January 1945. Six carrier 
aviators shot down during the day were 
lodged in the main prison in downtown 
Saigon. But the Vichy French, anxious to 
demonstrate a newfound attitude toward 
the Allies after years of working with the 
Axis, treated them more as guests than 
prisoners. In a few weeks, however, the 
Japanese got wind of the situation and 
began searching the city. 

There was no choice but to evacuate the 
prisoners. The senior American was 22-
year-old Lt. Ug) Blake Moranville, a 
Hornet F6F pilot shot down while strafing 
Tan Son Nhut Airfield. Moranville and 
the others agreed to go to Hanoi and nar
rowly missed capture by the Japanese en
route. They were discovered in the back of 
a truck while waiting to cross a river, but 
evidently the Japanese mistook them for 
French . 

During an overnight stop at Hue, the 
fliers considered stealing an ancient 
French aircraft, but without maps or 
knowledge of the plane's range, there was 
no percentage in it. They were taken to 
Bavi, a Foreign Legion outpost overlook
ing Hanoi, and lived in miserable sur
roundings for several days. Then the 
Japanese began hunting down sources of 
possible resistance, and a nearby French 
army outpost was massacred within ear
shot of Bavi. 

That did it. The French threw open the 
Americans' cells, handed them old bolt
action rifles, pith helmets and canteens 
and announced they were marching west
ward to Dien Bien Phu. Would the 
aviateurs Americains care to join them? 
They would, and did. In a relentless, ex
hausting two-week forced march, the 200 
legionnaires covered some 300 miles of 
mountainous terrain. That is, the sur
vivors did . All but about 50 were killed in 
an ambush one night, which the fliers nar
rowly escaped. Moranville's group flew to 
safety in Kunming, China, two days be
fore Japanese over-ran the French gar
rison. 

The final air campaign against Japan 
was mounted in large part from B-29 
bases in the Marianas with fighter escort 
provided by P-51 Mustangs on lwo Jima, 
halfway between Saipan and Tokyo. By 
this time, the rescue service had become 
multifaceted, with submarines, destroy-

ers, amphibious aircraft and air-dropped 
motorboats . 

Swim or Sink 
However, early experience at Iwo Jima 

showed insufficient training for Army Air 
Force fliers in water survival techniques. 
Col. Harry Crim, a Mustang squadron 
commander, well recalls those days . After 
watching helplessly from his cockpit while 
a fellow pilot drowned trying to get out of 
a chute harness near the beach, Crim 
pushed for more realistic training. This in
cluded throwing pilots out of whaleboats 

. and making them perform exercises to ac
quaint them with their equipment. Once a 
motorboat was dropped from a lifeguard 
B-17 to a P-51 pilot off the Japanese 
coast. The pilot ·climbed in, tried to start 
the motor, and couldn't get it going. The 
Japanese came out and took him. Back at 
lwo, Crim's squadron found that none of 
the outboards would start. Corrections 
were quickly made. 

Despite such setbacks, the Army's air 
rescue service received high marks from 
combat pilots. The nearby Bonin Islands 
were garrisoned by some of the most 
fanatical troops in the Japanese army. 
American fliers shot down there faced 
horrible fates. Seventh Air Force bomber 
crews and Navy carrier pilots were sub
jected to ritual beheadings and ceremonial 
cannibalism at Chichi Jima, all docu
mented in war crimes trials. 

....................................................................................................... 
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Knowing this, one appreciates the rare 
brand of courage displayed by an Army 
rescue crew flying a Catalina seaplane. 
Seeking a P-51 pilot down off Chichi 
Jima, the PBY landed amidst mortar fi re 
from shore , taxied up next to the fighter 
pilot 's rubber raft and put a crewman in 
the raft. The Mustang pilot was already 
dead, but the Catalina crew wanted to 
make sure. They took off in a hail o f mor
tar shells and somehow made it. 

Rescued Too Soon 

But it wasn't all gut-wrenching adven
ture and cool courage in desperate straits . 
The story is told of a Marine Corsair pilot 
forced down by weather in the Gilbert 
Islands in early 1944. He remained strand
ed on an island for several weeks before a 
ship arrived to pick him up. The rescue 
party apologized for the delay. According 
to legend, the aviator petulantly retorted 
that if help never came, it would be too 
soon . Looking around, the sailors quickly 
discerned why. There were few men on the 
island and the native girls apparently 
devoted themselves to making the young 
Marine' s "ordeal" a memorable one. 

That story may or may not be true . If it 
isn't , it should be. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Barrett Tillman's interest in aviation 
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Marine Corps dive-bomber pilot in 
WWII and Tillman learned to fl y at 
age 16. Since 1967 he and his fa ther 
have maintained a fully restored Navy 
N3N biplane. 

A fifth -generation Oregonian , Till
man graduated from the University of 
Oregon in 1971 with a bachelor's 
degree in journalism. He has published 
nearl y 80 magazine articles in North 
America and Europe and was a consul
tant to Time-Life Television for two 
segments of the documentary series , 
GI Diary. He has also written four 
books on the operational histories of 
WWII naval aircraft. 

Tillman became interested in combat 
pistolcraft in 1978 and completed the 
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basic course at Jeff Cooper's Ameri
can Pistol Institute in that year. He is 
now director of the Oregon Practical 
Shooting Association. 

-M.L. Jones 

HILL 64 
Continued from page 83 
perimeter. Alpha lost 21 killed and 26 
wounded in the engagement. 

Radcliffe was awarded his second 
Silver Star at Hill 64. His first was 
awarded on 2 July 1967 when he led a 
relief column to Bravo Company, 1/ 9 
when it was ambushed northeast of 
Con Thien. 

Prior to the attack against the out
post, the NV A made several determin
ed attacks and got into the wire of 
Marine outposts on Hill 861 (20-21 
January) and Hill 861A (5 February) 
but were quickly driven out. After the 
attack on 1/9, the only infantry assault 
on the combat base was an attempt 
against the 37th AR VN Rangers on the 
south side on 29 February. It, too, was 
repulsed with heavy losses to the NV A. 

If the North Vietnamese were trying 
to recreate the conditions and the vic
tory they achieved against the French 
at Dien Bien Phu in their attack against 
Khe Sanh in 1968, one possible reason 
for their dismal failure was the spirited 
defense of outposts by Marines like 
Col. Radcliffe. At Dien Bien Phu in 
1954, the French lost their outposts. 
The Americans would not. 

-Jim Graves 

SHOT IN THE HEART 
Ken Pence declares in "A Matter of 

Life" (seep. 62), "It ' s better to be hot 
than shot." Barry Cook, a Portland, 
Ore., policeman, can vouch for the 
truth of Pence'~ conclusion, because 
on one gloomy November !'T10rning a 
few years back, he was wearing a 
Kevlar protective vest as part of a 
12-month police bureau trial. 

Look for his story in "Sniper" by 
Loren W. Christensen , coming soon in 
SOF. -M.L. Jones. 
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Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 

Super Powerful Wireless Mic 
10 times more powerful than other mies. Transmits up to v. mile 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 
C .. I (:105) 725-1000 or Nnd $18.95 + $1.00 •hipping per Item 
ID USI Corp., P.O. Box T- 2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. COD'a 
8CC9pl For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and other 
specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 

LOWER RECEIVER BLANKS 
WITH MAGAZINE WELL IN, MANUFACTURED FROM AIRCRAFT ALUMINUM ALLOY. 

. LIMITED QUANTITY OFFERED 
No License Needed 
- May Be Sold To 

ANYONE. 

$49.95 + 2.00 Postage and Insurance 
Catalog $2.00 + SASE (Refundable w/order). 
A full line of standard and specialized M· 16: 

"Plus MAC· 10 and MAC· 11 ." parts also 
available. Sc ionics Sup· 

pressers available. 

Send orders to 

J.H .. Trager 
POBOX23174 

DETROIT . Ml. 48223 
(313) 537·8021 
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PHOENIX 

T-SHIRTS 
$6.95 each 

U.S. paratroopers provide the enemy 
with the maximum opportunity to 

give his life for h\s country . 

POSTERS FROM 
PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

Larga top quali ty wall posters that show 
-your true feelings. They are a must for men 

of adventure. Decorate your 
den, bedroom, workshop, or 
your friendly local store win· 
dow. 

ONLY 

s2.95 
Each 
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Add $1 .00 
Postage 
and Handling 
Per Order 
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WW I TRENCH 
KNIFE $16.95 

COMMANDO 
KNIFE $16.95 

LIFETOOL $14.95 

AIR FORCE 
SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 
$12.50 

MARINE 
COMBAT 

KNIFE 
$16.95 
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ORDER TODAY ! These T-shirts are 
75 % cotton, 25% po lyester. Money 
back guarantee. Allow 3-4 weeks for 
del ivery. Add $1.00 for postage and 
handling. 

MINI 14 FOREARM 
Only $13.95 

Made of the same high quality resi n as the Mini 14 
Peep Sight. $1 .25 postage and handling. 

M16SCOPE MT -$8.95 

JULY/BO 

0LDIER OF 
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NEW! MINl-14 MATCH PEEP SIGHT 
Made of aerospace quality resi n 
bond , th is sight replaces standard 
sight , has hooded aperture, installs in 
seconds to improve accuracy with no 
modifications . $4.95 Plus $1 .00 
postage and handling . 

.,A J 

"CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION" 
Each item in th is series is light-weight, soil
resistant, 100% nylon; double-stitched for excep
tional durability. Co lors in camouflage pattern are: 
brown, black, & olive green on a light green back 
ground. 

CHECKBOOK 
Holds all standard size checks. Additional com
partment for credit cards , photos, cash, etc. Is 
secured by a snap closure. No. A, $4.95. 

TRI-FOLD 
Compact wallet fo lds into thirds. Ample pockets 
hold photos, credit cards , or cash. Sturdy con
st ruct ion insures the security of your valuables. 
No. B, $9.95. 

WALLET 
For the person who carries the normal amount of 
l.D. cards & cash. The wal let is the same rugged 
const ruction as the Tri-fold with velcro fastener 
on ly smaller. No. C, $8.95. 

" HIDE-A-POCKET" 
A must for the traveler. The easiest way possible 
to conceal your valuables. Pocket is sewn onto a 
16 1/• " velcro strip which allows it to be worn on 
arm, leg, or inside of c lothing. Easily holds 7 or 8 
credit cards & cash. No. D, $6.95. 

WATCH BAND 
Perfect accessory for the active man or adven
turer. Black nylon strap with "long-life" velcro 
safety lock. Band also provides a crystal cover 
strap for protection or for use in "blackout" condi· 
tions. No. E, $5.50. 

Plus $1 .25 Shipping Each 

VISA 
Mastercharge 

Canada & 
Overseas Orders add 20% 
Colo. Residents add 3% 

Dept SF779 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Co 80306 
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C:huc:k Taylor 
Co111mando §pecial 

BOMAR DELUXE SIGHT 
"Buried " into slide with 
all corners and edges 
rounded. 

BACK OF SLIDE 
CHECKED 
50 lines per inch 

MAGAZINE WELL 
BEVELED 
for easy maga21ne 
1nsert1on 

FRONT SIGHT 
RAMPED AND 
SERRATED 
Hi-temp. silver sol
dered 1n place 
FITIED MUZZLE 
BUSHING 

BARREL RECROWNED 

TRIGGER PULL SET 
TO 3V2-4 LBS. 

TRIGGER GUARD AND 
FRONT STRAP 
CHECKERED 
30 lines per inch 

FROSTED FRAME ON 
LIGHTWEIGHTS 
ELECTROLESS NICKLE 
ON STEEL FRAME 

Chuck Taylor Commando Special, 
caliber .45 ACP, bu ilt on Colt Lightweight (alloy frame) 

or Combat Commander (steel frame). Ideal Personal Defence "carry gun" ... if you must: 
Light weight model $600.00. Steel frame model $650.00. Price subject to change. Post 
paid anywhere in the U.S., FFL requ ired , 50% deposit required. Balance of payment 
before shipment. · 
Long trigger, oversize grip safety, speed safety, ambidex trous safety and other options 
are available at extra cost. 
Delivery time is usually 30-45 days depending on availability from Colt. 

SPORTS WEST, INC. 
Ikey Starks • George Orndorff 

NUNCHAKU 
Powerful, but Com pact 
Weapon from the East! 

Many times more effective th an knives or c lubs, 
even against mul tiple att acks. 'Mli pp ing mo
t ion af forded by f lexible conn ection between 
handl es y i elds many t imes the speed and power 
of just a straight sti ck . Patented Swivel-Chain 
provi des smoothness with ul t imate strength . 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
Afri can Rosewood models are f ini shed in c lear 
laquer to show off thei r fi ne red color. Both 
hardwood and ro sewood mode ls are very s trong 
and hard. All handl es taper from 1v.' ' to 1" at 
connecting end. 12" lengths are mos t popu lar 
and give a l ittl e extra speed. 14" gives a bit 
more power and reach. 

Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 

Mart ia l arts throwi ng kni fe. 
Throw l ike dart. 200 i s 4" 
& 201 is <-5/ 8" Both are 
1/ 16" thick & nickel plat
ed. Pro model 226 i s 1/8" 
thick , 3V2" &. sharpened. 
Hi gh grade steel. 

2200 West Alameda Ave. 
Alameda Sq. Shopping Center 

Denver, Colorado 80223 (303) 934-4466 

.: .kj.fr '·'+-~' 
OCT AGON Chain Style 
N0 . 11 4 • 14 IN .. 15 OZ .. Black 
N0 . 115 - 12 IN .. 14 OZ .. Black 

NO. 102 - 14 IN .. 1 7 OZ .. Rosewood 
NO. 103 • 12 IN .. 16 OZ .. Rosewood 

: 
ROUND Chain Style 
NO. 1 20 • 14 IN .. 15 OZ .. Black 
NO. 113 • 12 IN .. 14 OZ .. 'Black 

\ 

Each 

$8.95 
$11.95 

Each 

$8.95 

Traditional style - No knots showing .) 

' ' p c: -
OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style Each 
NO. 106 • 14 IN .. 12 OZ .. No finish 
NO. 107 - 12 IN .. 1 I OZ .. No finish $4.95 

Nunchaku Carrying Case - No. 134 $2.95 
Black vinyl , zippered case fits al l nunchaku . 

SEND YOUR ORDER TO ADD SHIPPING BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE 
Accepted for orders over 520 Give number 
and expiration date. Sign o rd er same as 
signature appears on card . PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry. no 
collect calls. MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompl shipment. Personal 
checks are held !o r clearance 

COLAN'S SPORTS CHARGES 
Orders under $10 ~ 7 Sc 
$10 to $20 --S1 .00 
Over $20 ---S1 .50 
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Dept. SF, Hwy 547 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727 

" PICK LOCKS" 
THE SCIENTIFIC WAY WITH COMPUTER 

DESIGNED TOOLS ORIGINALLY 
DEVELOPED FOR ISRAELI INTELLIGENCE! 

PICK CONFIGURATIONS PROGRAMMED TO 
CONFORM TO AN AMAZING 96.6% OF ALL 5 

& 6 PIN AND DISC TUMBLER LOCKS -
WITH AVERAGE OPENING TIME UNDER 

3 MINUTES ! 
COM P U-PIX - Set of 12 picks (24 conf1g· 

urat1ons) 4 tension tools Extra hard 

1476 calllornla St., Suite 228 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
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CLASSIFIED 
Cl~-~. ... ~ .. 2 

REQUIREMENTS 50~ per word per insertion, including 
name and address - Minimum charge $1 0.00. Personals 
are 25¢ per word, $5.00 minimum. Copy must be accom
panied by remittance. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Classified, P .0 . Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. Insertion 
will not be made without payment. We reserve the right 
to delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Please type or print all ads. We do not fur· 
nish proofs. Include name and address in counting 
number of words. Post office, zip code and state, each 
counts as words. Abbreviations such as A.P., 20mm, 
U.S., etc. each counts as one word. Hyphenated words 
are counted as two words . Readers of classified adver· 
tising are advised that SOF magazine does not have the 
ability to verify validity of every advertisement contained 
herein. Should any reader have a problem with products 
or services offered by a classified advertiser, he should 
seek assistance from his nearest Postal Inspector. 

HANDCUFFS - Smith and Wesson $22.50 pair, two 
$38.00. Leg irons $28.50 set. G. Noramaco: Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul, MN 55175. (33) 

ISSHINRYU KARATE. Over 150 photos and instruction in 
the Shimabuku System. Send $3.50 for Long and Wheel · 
er's authori tative Dynamics ol lsshinryu Karate Toda y. 
NATIONAL PAPERBACK PUBLISHERS, Box 146, Knox· 
ville , TN 37901 . (TF) 

STAINLESS STEEL LOOP GARROTE, single handed 
guillotine, $12.00 postpaid includes a free set of kn ucks. 
$1.00 + SASE for catalog . J.H. Trager, P.O. Box 23174, 
Detroit, Ml 48223. (TF) 

HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT MEANS NO QUARTER - NO 
MERCY ! Now in its second big printing , the Classi c 
Manual , " The Tactical Skill s of Hand-to-Hand Combat 
(Self-Defense) '", teaches you how to fight to win in 
serious, real combat! The FBI , the U.S. Secret Service, 
the Navy SEALs and the CIA are just a few o f the 
organizations that have received this littl e gem! $7 cash 
or money order payable to Bradley J . Steiner, SURVIVAL
DEFENSE, P.O. Box 7532, Phoenix , AZ 85011 . (TF) 

" SPECIALTY WEAPONS" ! GARROTTE! Wooden han· 
dies, prepared for sure-kill grip. Highest-grade wire. 
" Commando black" for night operations behind lines: 
$t6. YAWARA STICK WEAPON! Thong-grip prevents 
loss in fi ght. Il lustrated instru ctions teach vital points , 
how to use , etc.: $8. Cash or money order payable to 
Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 7532, 
Phoenix, AZ 85011. (TF) 

THE TACTICS OF COMBAT HANDG UN SHOOTING. You 
must read th is Special Report if you own a handgun for 
se lf-defense! Easy-read ing, no fr ills; just FACTS to keep 
yo u and yours ALIVE! $10 cash or money order payable 
to Bradley J. Steiner, SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O. Box 
7532, Phoeni x, AZ 85011 . (TF) 

MONEY SUPPLIED$$$$ for your military surplus items; 
need-ball. A.P. , tracer, ammunition, inert ordnance, trip , 
c luster, and parachute flares, smoke and tear gas gre
nades, individual equipment , training aids , medical sup
plies. Send your list and prices with first letter: Ord
nance Supply, 4918 Mission Avenue, Dallas, TX 75206, or 
call 1-214-823-5963. (37) 

THOMPSON SUB MACHINE GUN, now you can convert 
your 27A-1 or 27A-5 Thompson to full auto. No parts to 
buy , no machining on ly minor changes done In fninutes. 
Cycl ic rate 650 or 1200. Send $24.95 for instructions to 
H&H, P.O. Box 296, Pendleton , IN 46064. (37) 

JUST PUBLISH ED - Catalog Reference Manual 
CRM5·1. Mi litary surplus, survival equipment. flight gear. 
obsolete mili tary field gear, boots, manuals, police 
equipment, rations, coll ector's items, etc. Sixty 8 V2x11 
pages, $1.00 postpaid. No-hassle service and NO JUNK 
ITEMS. Southeastern Surplus, Inc. Attn : PDQ 7228-A 
Highway #85, Riverdale, GA 30274. (33) 

REVISIONIST BOOKS! Th ird Reich books! Send SASE 
for our free booklists: Noontide Press (SF), P.O. Box 
f248, Torrance, CA 90505. (33) 

BORDER OPS CONSULTANTS. Cargo and personnel ex· 
pediting. Mexican and Canadian theatres our specialty, 
but can operate worldwide. P.O. Box 9733, El Paso , TX 
79987. (33) 
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OPEN LOCKED CAR DOORS! Th is amazing device 
opens locked car doors fast! Instructions included. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. $8.95 to Midcontinental 
Design, Dept. 19·6b, P.O. Box 2384 Loop Station, Min
neapolis, MN 55402. (34) 

PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT, new/surplus, manufacturer. 
Official tiger jung le camouflage fabric in stock in cotton 
pop lin & nylon duck, webbings and all related parachute 
materials. We mfg. & stock camouflage wall ets, organ
izers, belts, watch bands, kn ife holders. Let us be your 
parachute broker & round up the equipment you need. 
International Parachute Supply, Route 13, Brookline, NH 
03033. (603) 673-5867. (33) 

FUNDAMENTALS OF COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT. New 
Jersey - N.Y.C. - Ph iladelph ia Area Only. N.P.I. is now 
accepting applications for the instruction of qualified 
students in the basic practical ski lls of modern defen
sive pistolcraft. For information and app lication, send 
$1 .00 to: Northeast Pis tol Institute, P.O. Box 453, Un ion, 
NJ 07083. (33) 

ESP WARFARE, hypnotism techniques. Public Rela
tions Counsel , A. John Tiger, Box A, Lucerne, CA 95458. 
(38) 

THOM PSON 1928 replica submachine guns. Ful l s ize, 
solid cast , walnut st ocks . Legal and safe $75.00 ppd. 
Repro-Products , P.O. Box 71 , Prairie View, IL 60069. (35) 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly newsletter for professionals . 
Hard intelligence on Terrorism, Communist subversion , 
Merce nary ac t ivit ies . Sample $1.00 or $9.00 per year. 
$12.00 overseas. 540 Charl es St. , Aurora, IL 60506. (39) 

HOW TO MAKE EXPLOSIVES, incendiaries, poisons, 
silencers. grenades o r Zip Guns in your own home. Send 
$3.50 (money o rder) for each set o f plans. lnlormation 
Exc hange Ltd ., Box 8009, Saskatoon Saskatchewan Can
ada S7K 4R7. (33) 

CONFIDENTIAL SERVICES. Licensed P.I., 25, does ultra 
low-profile work in Executive Protection. Discretion 
assured. Call (918) 234-3673. (33) 

TASER ELECTRONIC DEFENSE WEAPON: More effec· 
l ive than .38 caliber pistol. Sole agency rights now 
avai lable to foreign representatives . (Enclose S.A.S.E.) 
Quality Creations , 2801 Biscayne. You ngstown . OH 
44505, U.S.A. (35) 

ADVENTURERS! Learn how to store fresh eggs for two 
years . Send .$3.00 to: Valhalla Publications, Drawer 
600-E, Pinson . AL 35126. (34) 

A VIKIN G'S RELIGION - Proud of your Northern Euro
pean heritage? Concerned about the decline of ou r 
culture? If you 're into courage, liberty, individualism, 
and kinship, Odin ism may be for you . Od in and Thor live! 
We have no master! AFA, Dept. SOF, 1766 East Avenue, 
Turlock, CA 95380. (33) 

VIETNAM VET seeks high payi ng short term work. 
Everything cons idered . Expert in small arms. Can travel. 
Contact Box 3545, St. Loui s, MO 63143. (33) 

MAUSER SNIPER RIFLE. Build your own complete in
structions. 26 pages 8 V2X 11 $3.00 PPD E.D. Bel ler, 5569 
Bait Court, Fremont , CA 94538. (33) 

UPDATED CATALOG FROM PALADIN PRESS! New & 
unusual books on home workshop guns, si lencers, auto
matic firearms, knife fighting, explosives, survival , self· 
defense, unusual weapons plus much more. $1.00. 
Paladin Press , Box 1307-SFC, Boulder, CO 80306. (36) 

GHOST-WRITER: Send notes, outlines, or manuscript s 
for articles (fiction and non-fiction) and novels for pro· 
fessional evaluation , advice, and revision. Nearing's 
Suite, 526 Royal Street, New Orleans, LA 70130. (36) 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States armed forces su rplus 
clothing, individual equipment , packs, boots, survival 
gear, fi rst aid packets, etc. Send $1 .00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana. Jr., 1034 So. Claremont , 
Chicago, IL 60612. (36) 

ADVENTURE-EXPEDITIONS, ball oon flights, freighter 
voyages, island real estate and more. Brochure $2.00. 
Murphy Adventu re Service, Box 1177, Kingston, NY 
12401. (33) 

ANTI BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket uni t alerts ';ou to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $35.00 
complete, ready to use. Wynn Engineering Co., Suite 11 , 
9745 Longpoint , Houston, TX 77055; (713) 464-8170. 
Catalog of related devices , $2.00 (37) 

FREE JAP WWII RELIC - An arsenal of weapons and 
captured war trophies, rifl e and pistol parts, uniforms, 
helmets, bayonets, f ield equipment , swords, knives, 
Nazi and Japanese relics, holsters, plus a selection of 
unusual numismatic items. Illus trated catalog, onl y $5. 
BONUS - Free Jap;rnese WWII relic and 10% discount 
certificate with catalog . WWII Relics, Box 361-D, Cam
bridge, MN 55008. (33) 

EX-PARATROOPER/COMMANDO. Experi enced in jungle 
warfare . Expert small arms, automatic weapons, covert 
operations. Will fight , ins truct or advise. Travel 
anywhere, anytime. Have Passport of two different na· 
tional lties (legally). All worthwhi le contracts followed 
through. Fee depends upon situation. Contact J. Rich· 
ards, P.O. Box 391, Downers Grove, IL 60515. (33) 

DEVASTATING BELT & BUCKLE DEFENSE. Illust rated 
booklet $2.00 postpaid U.S.A. Also free l ist. R. White , 
P.O. Box 335, Branson, MO 6561.6 (33) 

LEARN HOW OTHERS COMPLETELY STOP, slow even 
reverse electric meters comp letely undetected . For in
formation purposes onl y. Home, farm whatever! Infor
mation $1 .00 or completely illustrated book with pie-
lures and complete diagrams. $9.95 postpaid to Power 
Services, Box 415SF, Watkin svil le, GA 30677 (34) 

LOCK PICKING, bugging , burglar alarm systems defeal 
- MUCH MORE! Latest information and professional , 
GENUINE supplies and equipment - No Rip-Offs -
Guaranteed Satisfaction! Send $2.00 (refundable) for 
catalogue. NOW WHI LE IT'S STILL LEGAL lo: L.A.N.D., 
1-S, 625 Post St. , No. 1048, San Franc isco, CA 94109. (33) 

GUARD DOG BUSINESS and kennel on 9700 sq . ft. M·2 
lot. Offices with living qts. and large yard. I will teach 
you the trad e. Call (213) 435·7146 or P.O. Bo x 9366, Long 
Beach , CA 90813. (33) 

BE THE ENVY OF YOUR FRIENDS. Master the ancient 
ar-t of dagger throwing. Send $2.00 for our brochure on 
expert knife throwing : Throwing Knives, P.O. Box 7373, 
Tampa, FL 33673. For on ly $3.00 more we'll Include an 
expertly balanced throwi ng dagger. (33) 

INGRAM-MAC M10 & M11 .380, 9mm, .45. Operation and 
maintenance manual. Contains 35 illustrated, detailed 
pages. Info on construction , operation , di sassembly, 
c leaning, maintenance and si lencer. $4.40. Catalog 
$1.00. Money order or credit card only. SURVIVAL 
BOOKS, 11106 Magnolia Blvd., North Hollywood , CA 
91601 (213) 763-0804. In store o r by mail. (33) 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32'" diameter, water· 
proof. 10 feet $1.00 - 34 feet $3.00 - 58 feet $5.00 
postpaid . Other goodies. Catalog 25~. Zeller Enterprises, 
Drawer W-2X, Wickentiurg, AZ 85358. (37) 

FREE DETAILS. Deadly f ighting skills , powerfu l 
muscles, mind -body power secrets. Freel ife , Box 1124, 
Garden Grove, CA 92642. (34) 

MAILDROP, mail forwarding, confidential. Code names 
OK, foreign OK. SASE. Box 521 , Grangeville , ID 83530. 
(33) 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN - A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the ancient fa ith of no rthern Europe . Ceremonies , be
liefs, history of worshippers of Thor and Odin. Only book 
of its kind . 155 pages, 9 illustrations, sett cover. $8.95. 
Viking House, P.O. Box 160, Lake City, MN 55041 (34) 

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS: Clothing, footwear, knives, 
etc. Canadian , American and foreign . Free lists. Surplus, 
Dept . SF, P.O. Box 661 , Brockvi lle, Ontario , Canada. (37) 

SURVIVAL FOOD: Make your own at home. Indoor jerky, 
outdoor jerky, Indian pemmican. $4.95 for all three 
recipes, to: SURVIVAL, P.O. Box 154, Bartl ett , IL 60103. 
Not available to Illinois residents by mail. (33) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price lisls, send $1.00 to 
ACE FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221 , Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (42) 
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INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD of Mercenaries In· 
vlte you to Joi n us now! Are you seeking a life of adven· 
ture? Regi ster with other brothers of adventure world· 
wide. For free Informat ion and application form , send 
self-addressed, stamped envelope to: l.B.O.M., P.O. Box 
5·f, Rlchboro, PA 18954. (34) 

GERBER KNIVES MK I, $33.50, MK II, $40, MK II w/stl, 
$51. Catalog $1.00. Krieger, Box 79SF_, New Milford, NJ 
07645. (33) 

REMAIL SERVICE - Confidential - Forward, Receive , 
hold. One dollar per transaction plus postage. Honolulu 
postmark. Michael Associates, Box 1157, Pala, HI 96779. 
(33) 

FEAR NO PAIN OR INJURY! Learn G-Jo, first aid of the 
Samurai. New in America. 115 secret pressure points, 
easily mastered, takes only minutes to learn l(l'lth our 
program. So effective G-Jo stops even severe pain. 
bleeding immediately. Be up and fully functioning wi thin 
moments of Injury. Also promptly relieves headaches, In· 
digestion, burns, stings , backaches, etc. A vital skill for 
survivalists and others far from doctors, drugs. Hun· 
dreds of test imonials - G·Jo really works! Complete 
program (illustrated handbook, cassette tape, newslet
ter, wallchart): $22.00. Handbook alone; $10.50. Full 30 
day guarantee. G·Jo, Box 8060·Z, Hollywood, FL 33024. 
(34) 

WW II GERMAN NEWSREEL of the great battles, rare 
pre-war films, allied documentaries and features on 
Super 8 sound film and video cassettes. Send stamp for 
free brochure. Internat ional Historic Films, P.O. Box 
29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (36) 

VIETNAM CATALOG NO. 1. Including a free copy of a 
photo booklet "Vietnam photos." $2.00 postpaid. World 
War II catalog No. 7 $2.00 postpaid. War Shop, Rd No. 1, 
Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. (43) 

RHODESIA: Flag patches, $4.00. Greys Scouts: Selous 
Scouts (cap badges), $10.00. Rhodesian honorary citizen 
certificate, $6.00. Terrorist reward poster copies, 75¢. 
Police cap badges: Botswana, $5.00, Kenya, Zambia, 
$4.00. Pakistan cap badges: Khyber Rif les, South 
Wazlrlsthan Scouts, Military Police ($3.50). Study them 
now & get ready for the draft. List 50¢. SELOUS: Box 
1153, Hayden Lake, ID 83835. (34) 

MINl-14 SURVIVAL REPORT, explains how-to make it a 
Superior Defensive Weapon. Only $1. Rainier, Dept. 2S, 
2420 1st Ave., No. 12, Seattle, WA 98121. (34) 

WHOLESALE BUYING SERVICE. Guns and other 
weapons Including fully automatics - Send $2.00 
(refundable). Allen 's Gun Room, Box 36, Jamestown, TN 
38556. (37) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and Federal gun laws booklet , both $3.00. 
Police catalog $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St. , 
New York 10022, Dept. 35. 

PROBLEMS? If you have unanswered questions about 
explosives, tactics , bagwork, routes, chemicals , 
devices, surveillance systems, ballistics, arms, security, 
affairs or any " active" or paramilitary situation, we have 
SOLUTIONS. Prompt , reliable , low-fee answers to ANY 
question. " OUR Knowledge Is YOUR Power. " Query: 
DATABANK, P.O. Box 9107, San Rafael , CA 94902. (33) 

LETTERS REMAILED· CONFIDENTIALLY $1.00. for com· 
plete detai ls on remailing service, send SASE to : Official 
Remall Service, Box 126, Buffalo, NY 142e3. (37) 

SKS PARTS NEEDED, also AK, bayonets, cleaning rods, 
gas pistons, recoil springs, all your junk, send SASE with 
parts, prices . Bonavita, 1517 Sagewood Dr., Virginia 
Beach, VA 23455. (33) 

MAD MAN'S BOOK OF FORMULAS: How to make, step· 
by-step goodies like knockout Drops, Explosives , 
Silencers, Poisons, Letter Bomb, and many others. A 
must in completing your library. Fourth Printing at only 
$9.95 Now. Jim Multaler, 1858 West Arrow Street , 
Milwaukee, WI 53204. (37) 

BEAT BLACKJACK. No gimmicks, simple to learn, 
gua·ranteed, $7.50, includes casino guide. Winning 
Methods, Box 12591, Fresno, CA 93778. (34) 

WANTED: PATRIOTS, especially veterans, who see the 
coming national crises and desire to be prepared. Write 
for free information to CHRISTIAN-PATRIOTS DEFENSE 
LEAGUE or CITIZENS EMERGENCY DEFENSE SYSTEM. 
Box 565K, Flora, IL 62839 or call (618) 665-3937 day or 
night . Attend free weekend Freedom Festival s and Con· 
ferences in June and September on 55-acre Estate with 
over 30 classes in Food, Shelter, Clothing, Defense, and 
Finances. Free camping. Fifteen hundred from forty 
states attended last conference. ACT NOW - TIME IS 
SHORT. (36) 

JUST $15. We want your business! We'll send you: 
Original G.I. mess kit with knife, spoon and fork. Orig inal 
G.I. Issue can opener. Original G.I. issue canteen . Late 
Issue G.I. C·Ration dinner (delicious!). Plus free.10% dis· 
count certificate ... and illustrated catalog on U.S. 
military surplus camping and hunting gear. Entire 
package, only $15. CAMPER'S KIT, Box 172·D, Anoka, 
MN 55303. (34) 
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BRASS KNUCKLES - Just like the ones you lost way 
back when ... but these are aluminum. Why carry the ex· 
tra weight? $6.00 each or 3/$15.00 to: ASP, P.O. Box 
1859, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

SAPS - knucks - cuffs - smoke bombs - rifle 
grenades - badges - straight razors - 75 knife books. 
Knlfetrader, 6415 Lankershlm, N. Hollywood, CA 91606. 

SILENT-LIKE A WHISPER ON THE WIND - Th e 
blowgun . . . an exotic weapon from the past for the 
adventurer of today. Substantial aluminum tube, custom 
shaped mouthpiece and precision engineered projec· 
tiles; the complete system $16.95, postpaid from 
Shadow Systems, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

OWN THE ULTIMATE RIOT GUN AS SEEN IN S.O.F. The 
custom H&R 10 ga. magnum in 18 to 22 Inch barrels 
(please specify) with sling and ammo pouch. $135.00. 
Other modifications available. Please send for catalog 
50¢. S.W.A.T. Weapons Recommendations Manual , 
$5.95. Please send cashiers check. No C.O.D.s. Send 
F.F.L. for shotguns. COMBAT WEAPONS, 1265 Balsam 
St., Lakewood , CO 80215. Dealer and police inquires 
welcome. 

NINJA - wear the ancient oriental caligraphy symbol 
for the legendary band of warriors and assassins on a 
circular silver metal pendant. Comes complete with 
chain. Send $7.50 plus $1.00 for mailing to: Ninja, P.O. 
Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

RATTLERS AND RATTLER HUNTERS The story of rattle· 
snakes and the men that hunt and capture them alive. A 
well illustrated book describing the habits of rat· 
tlesnakes, hunting methods, first aid for snakebite and 
much more. $4.95 postpaid. Hess Books. Box 225, RD# 1, 
Saxton, PA 16678. 

ADVENTURERS - clandestine and concealed weapons 
systems, leather goods, holsters, survival aids, knives 
and ninja equ ipment , MAC/COBRAY/SIONICS goods for 
lour profession or hobby. Send $2.00 cash (refundable) 
to: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

KILL OR BE KILLED - train with professional expert (14 
yrs. exp.) of deadly close quarter hand·to·hand combat 
and self-defense. Specializing In training meres, under· 
cover intelligence agents, body guards, armed forces, 
elite military teams, and personnel. Combatant use of 
garotte, knife, axe, balling hooks, etc. also taught. Tough 
- no bullshit training. For details send $3 to Charles 
Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY. 

GODZILLA'S DENTAL FLOSS - could be. But it 's better 
used as a garotte. Two stee l loops connected by 36" of 
steel cable, guaranteed to turn heads around. $10.00 
each or 3/$25.00 from: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 
30326. 

BUGGING, PHONE PHREAKING: Project Kits complete 
with ALL needed components, easy to follow lnstruc· 
tions, much more! Send $1.00 for most fascinating 
catalogue of 'Confidential ' electronic devices available 
anywhere. T.0 .N.T.I. Systems, 537 Jones St. , No 8816, 
San Francisco, CA 94102. (39) 

"BOOM!!" Kitchen table explosives. 76 illustrated pages 
showing how to turn common and easily obtained 
materials Into; chemicals, low explosives, high ex· 
plosives, detonators, gases, and other stuff $6.95. 
Catalog $1 .00. Money order only. Survival books, 11106 
Magnolia Blvd ., North Hollywood , CA 91601 , (213) 
763·0804. In store or by mai l. 

SELLING MY U.S. MILITARY MEDAL COLLECTION. All 
genuine. Army Medal of Honor in presentation case, 
$350; Silver Star, $25; Bronze Star, $20; Purple Heart , $20; 
Army Commendation , $10; Meritorious Service, $12; Ar· 
my Good Conduct , $10; Korean Service, $10; Vietnam 
Service, $5; Vietnam Campaign, $10. Add postage stamp 
as trade item and $2 postage. Free list. Martin Leder· 
mann, 21 Naples Rd., Brookline, MA 02146. (35 

LOCKPICKING MADE EASY - The booklet , LOCKPICK· 
ING MADE EASY, was written for the beginning lock· 
smith . Unlike the expensive courses, it deals only with 
opening locks. The book comes with pick and tension 
tools . Send C.0 .D. or $10.00 check or money order to Tri· 
Star Security, Box 17, Fabyan, CT 06245. (35) 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED: Male, 28, ex-Vietnam, ex· 
Rhodesia, seeks employment. Have cu rrent passport: 
Contact Mike, P.O. Box 188, Milan, MO 63556. (36) 

"20 YEAR PILOT with personal airplane available for 
pick-up - delivery - escort - courier service. Short 
time contracts considered. Overseas OK. Current & ex· 
perienced SCUBA, parachuting , self-defense, firearms, · 
and Rotor-Craft. Sensitive and risky work OK. W.F. Lane, 
P.0 Box 2884, Oshkosh, WI 54903. 

CONCEALED WRIST HOLSTER for NAA .22 Mini Re· 
volver and similar derringers, made of finest leathers and 
Velcro fasteners, $14.00 ppd. Also, carry your favorite 
boot dagger when not wearing boots, with a natural 
lambswool and leather concealed ankle rig , $14.00, ppd. 
West Leather, P.O. Box 80154, Ft. Worth , TX 76180. 

U.S. MT. BAYONETS, $16.50; much more. Free surp lus 
li st. S.S.A.E. A&M, 2551 Webster Ave., Bronx, NY 10458. 

ARMS MILITAIRE: Class 3. Transfers N.E. Ohio, full & 
semi firearms, SMG mags & accessories. Box 395, 
Salem, OH. (216) 823•8646 evenings. 

EX SF-SO light weapons requires combat work. No war 
too big or small. 202 Winslow, Redwood City, CA 94063. 

PATTON, ROMMEL, authentic 8x10 photographs. Also 
MacArthur, von Rundstedt , Lee, Jackson, Custer, Sitting 
Bull. $2.95 ea. ppd ., 3 or more $1.95 ea. ppd. MAR-STAR, 
718 E. Liberty Dr., Wheaton , IL 60187. 

SEX, become gun dealer at home! Save money, instruc· 
tions , forms; $2.00, FREE with New Gun Dealers lnstruc· 
tion Course, 23 chapter manual; $4.95, Federal Firearms 
Laws; $2.00, Your State Laws; $2.00, Directory 500 
Wholesalers; $3.50, Class 3 License Manuals, Forms; 
$3.00, How To Obtain Concealed Gun Permits; $2.00, 35 
Page Gun/Survival Illustrated Catalog; $1.00, 
VISA/Mastercharge, REDDICK, 1821·H805 Bacon, San 
Diego, CA 92107. 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Certificates of Decoration. Cross 
of Gallantry or Campaign Medal certificate. Original four 
color form. (Not a photocopy.) Suitable for framing. $3.00 
each, both $5.00 postpaid. John Berndsen, 909 Noah, St. 
Louis, MO fl3135. 

FREE BAYONET? Complete selection of U.S. and 
foreign bayonets. Bayonet variations , different makers, 
different markings. Our fully illustrated catalog also in· 
eludes combat knives. daggers, machetes, and other 
military issue edged weapons. The Original Bayonet 
Catalog , only $5. Free - G.I. issue edged " mystery" tool 
and 10% discount certificate (sorry, no free bayonets). 
Worldwide Bayonets , Box 293, Dept. D, Isanti , MN 55040. 
(35) 

MOBILE RADIO AMPLIFIER - Bi·linier. Amateur radio 
2·30MHZ, 150 watt. Build your own. Complete plans and 
parts list $5.00. P.O. Box 834, Lake Elmo, MN 55042. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, book let listing pistol regulations 
all states and federal gun laws booklet, both $3.00. 
Police catalog , $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St., 
New York 10022, Department 35. 

D.E.A. TEE SHIRT with drug en forcement administration 
undercover agent In red and department emblem center· 
ed in blue. $5.95 plus 65¢ postage. The House of Shawn, 
200 Hilton Office Building, Denver, CO 80202. 

GERBER MK·1 Presentation $72.50, MK·ll Presentation 
$82.50. KERSHAW TROOPER bootknlfe $75.00 while· 
they- last! CASE v .44 Survival Bowie replica $69.95. 
WESTERN V-44 Survival Bowie replica $43.75. VICTOR 
TOOL LC·14·B Survival Axe $34.00, Canvas scabbard 
$9.95, Steel scabbard $5.95. KA·BAR USMC fighting 
knife $23.95, GENUINE KA·BAR "T" shirts. Beige w/dark 
brown "Trapper-fighting-Bear" logo. $5.95 state size. 
BOOTCLIPS: Convert your "o ld-fashioned" holsters & 
knife sheaths to bootclip . $2.95 complete w/leather 
backing , 6/$14.95. (ADD: 10% shipping to above prices .) 
PHOTO-Illustrated Catalog of SURVIVAL KNIVES $2.00. 
Boots , daggers, hollow-handles, commando's, hatchets, 
icepicks, bayonets , hideouts, & all of the above. Save up 
to 35% off list & take advantage NOW of our monthly 
SOF specials & giveaways. Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
(SELECTLIN E CATALOG HOLDERS: This AD is worth an 
additional 5% DISCOUNT on you r next order. No 
min imum required. Purchase $69.00 or more, & get one 
ANGLEHEAD flashlight FREE!! Both offers expire: 
8·15·80. Attach AD to Order Form). SELECTLINE, box 
391 SF, P.C., Hawaii 96782. 

GENUINE MILITARY SURPLUS. Machetes, boots, belts, 
bags and other ind ividual equipment. New or used. Send 
$2.00 for list of items available. Sheepshead Surplus, RD 
Box 69, Lykens, PA 17048. 

"MOONSHINE WHISKEY" Old Mountain recipe for mak· 
Ing and aging $3.00. Larry Fields, Route 1, Adamsville, 
TN 38310. 

NEEDED: A few good mercenary thinking types for 
c landestine-type work ; liberal payment. Contact Jim, 
Batesland Route, P.O. Box 57, Gordon, NE 69343. 

SUPER WIDGETS & Gizmos offers confident ial con· 
su ltation on your special electronics needs. Custom pro· 
totyping service also avai lable. (817) 387·2189. 

PEACE THROUGH SUPERIOR FIREPOWER Tee Shirt. 
Light blue T-shirt with peace emblem and flowers -
words: Through Superior Firepower in red. $5.95 plus 65¢ 
postage. The House of Shawn, 200 Hi lton Office Build
ing, Denver, CO 80202. 

BIO RHYTHMS. Be prepared for you r physical, emo· 
tional & intellectual highs & lows. For 6 months forecast, 
send stamped, self-addressed envelope, date of birth & 
$5.00 to " Bio Rhythm Forecast" , 1730 Blossomwood 
Lane, Orlando, FL 32808. 

CONVERT YOUR HECKLER AND KOCH 91, .308 cal. , to 
full auto. Illustrated manuals covering , operation , 
maintenance, clearing, single fire, burstfire, full auto. 
Send $5.00 cash or money order to Guidance Manuals, 
P.O. Box 12123, Omaha, NE68112. Check with you r local 
BATF of fice before convert ing any weapon to full 
automat ic. (34) 
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JANE FONDA GO TO HELL, bumper sticker. Also, 
Boycott Jane Fonda Movies; Support Nuclear Power; Il
legal Allens Go Home; Stop Busing; Support The Draft; 
Stop The Soviets; More Wooly Headed Liberals We Don't 
Need; No Tailgating. Any combination: four for $3.00; ten 
for $5.00; thirty for $10.00. Send to: East-Wesi Services, 
1717 N. Highland Ave., Suite 701 , (SF6), Hollywood, CA 
90028. 

U.S. CUSTOM TEE SHIRTS - Light blue T-shirt with 
emblem and words Marijuana Inspector in dark blue. 
$5.95 plus 65¢ postage. The House of Shawn, 200 Hi lton 
Office Building, Denver, CO 80202. 

EXPLOSIVES IMPROVISED fast from cheap easy to get 
materials. Manual $3.00: East-West Services, 1717 N. 
Highland Ave. , Suite 701 (SF-1 ), Hollywood, CA 90028. 

GOLD, SILVER, PLATIN UM, class rings, co ins. We also 
buy many other items. Free. info. KRC, Box 132, Dept. 
SOF, Plainville, KS 67663. (35) 

THE MILITARY COLLECTOR. Join the only national 
military collectors' cooperative. Receive monthly list of 
hundreds of items for sale, trade , or wanted. Subscribers 
can place free listings of 40 words plus name, address, 
and phone in every issue - place same listing or change 
every month. 3 issues $8.00, 6 issues $15.00, 12 issues 
$24.00. Subscribe now or send $3.00 for sample issue. 
TMC, Box 220 L, Oakton, VA 22124. 

AL MAR FANG, Retail $80, Sale $60. Case Boot Hunter, 
Retail $40, Sale $32. A.G.Russell Sting, Retail $50, Sale 
$40. Add 75¢ per knife shipping. Send $1 for our il 
lustrated catalog of defense kn ives & weapons. If you 
don 't have a buck we'll send it to you free. To : PHMA, 
P.O. Box 44153, Brooklyn, OH 44144. (35) 

LEARN TECH NICAL ROCK CLIMBING with sporting and 
tactical applications. Short, very intensive course. Send 
SASE to C·T, Box 245, Broomfield , CO 80020. (34) 

CJ.A. Tee Shirts. Two styles - Staff Arlington or In· 
structor Camp Peary. Both T-shirts have the Central In· 
telligence Agency crest in blue with leltering in red. 
$5.95 plus 65¢ postage each. The House of Shawn, 200 
Hilton Office Bui lding, Denver, CO 80202. 

STATE GUNS LAWS - Specify state, $1.95. FEDERAL 
GUN LAW - The rare indexed edition, $2.95. IL· 
LUSTRATED GUN DEALER TRAINER - 8 part third edi· 
tion - $4.95. All three manuals ONLY $8.00 ppd. MESA, 
Drawer 9045·F5, Steamboat Springs, CO 804°77. 

POLICE TEAR GAS MUNITIONS. 22 page well illustrated 
list of inert grenades, projectiles, and liquid spray 
devices of the urban riot era in the U.S. Many cutaways. 
Excellent for ordnance co l lectors. historians; and pol ice 
personnel. Send $4 .00 refundable on first order, to MRI , 
Box 220E, Oakton, VA 22124. (34) 

BECOME PART-TIME GUN DEALER! " Obtaining Federal 
Firearms License," samples , illustrations (New Edition) 
$1 .95. "Gun Dealer's Directory Of Wholesalers" 3 vital 
directories in one , $1 .95. " Selected Federal Firearms 
Laws," top authorities answer most asked questions, 
$1.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS - ONLY $4.95! MESA, 
Drawer 9045-FM, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

KILL TH E ENEMY - Combat Kung -Fu expert shows you 
the secrets of hand to hand warfare. Twenty-nine techni · 
ques fully illustrated with 125 photographs. Send $5.00 
to Walkinshaw, P.O. Box 201 , Fern Park, FL 32730. 

"UN DERGROUND STORAGE - of Valuables! " Best 
methods, plus plans - $1.95. " PLASTIC PIPE PLANS" 
Economical 'Midnight Planters' plus three other cap· 
sules - $2.95. BOTH ILLUSTRATED PUBLICATIONS -
$3.95! MESA, Darwer 9045-FD, Steamboat Springs, CO 
80477. 

WORK OVERSEAS TODAY! Fight overseas tomorrow! 
Merc's use " tips" to get top overseas jobs. Free detai ls 
ICA, Box 73542T, Houston, TX 77090. 

U.S. LEAF PATIERN CAM OUFLAGE BERETS. These are 
the ONLY berets that match your camo latigues. ON LY 
$16.00 ppd. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 
Please include a size. 

GAS MASKS. Illustrated 40 page collectors catalog. U.S. 
and fore ign, WWI to date. Many rare, all described. In· 
eludes liter3ture. Send $4.00, deductible from first order: 
MRI, Box 220F, Oakton, VA 22124. (34) 

SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, current issue, with flas h & 
crest. ONLY $17.00 ppd. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. Please include a size. 

U.S. VERSUS RUSSIA! Who really has the power? 
Military Review Newslelter will bring you current and 
detailed information on all aspects of strategic and con· 
ventional forces. Manpower, deployment , weapons , 
equipment , tactics, strategy and much more. Publica· 
lion begins in June. For details write Military Review, 
1457 Lincolnway West, Wooster, OH 44691. 

U.S. LEAF PATIERN CAM O FATIGUES. New issue 2 
pocket shirts , 4 pocket pants. Sizes S·XLge. Shirts, 28-42 
waist pants.ONLY $18.00 ea. or $35.00 suit ppd. 4·6 week 
delivery. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 
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YOU NEED FULL AUTO!!! Send for our FREE l ist of con· 
version plans to change over 100 diff . semi-auto pistols, 
rifles, & shotguns to either full auto or selective fire in 
only seconds. Please enclose $1.00 for postage and 
handling. (Refunded on first order). Gamlet Arms Inc., 
P.O. Box 09782, Columbus, OH 43209. Check with your 
local BATF office before converting any weapon! 

EXOTIC WEAPONS FANS-SURVIVALISTS. AR-15 auto 
sears-machined from 4140 carbon steel, hardened to 47 
R/C, music wi re springs. Absolutely the finest -
guaranteed! $69.95. H&K 91193 auto sears, $89.95. In· 
gram S.A.P. auto sears, $34.95. Mini-14 auto sears, 
folding stocks available. Catalog of accessories , 
firearms, survival gear, plans, etc ., $2.00 (refundable). 
R&R Enterprises, Box 385, Jefferson, SD 57038. 

DON'T MAKE A $60.00 & UP MISTAKE! ! Make your own 
auto sear for your AR-15 and save a lot of money! Corn· 
plete instructions along w/diag rams. (No alterat ions to 
you r weapon) THIS PIECE JUST DROPS IN!!! Send $8.95 
to Gamlet Arms Inc ., P.O. Box 09782, Columbus, OH 
43209. Check with your local BATF office before conver
ting any weapon! 

ORDNANCE. Il lustrated 50 page collectors catalog. U.S. 
and foreign, all periods. Grenades, fuzes, projectiles, 
mines, and documents. Send $4.00, deduct ible from first 
order: MRI, Box 220G, Oakton, VA 22124. (34) 

PROTECPEN . .. ice pick pocket , purse pen. Plans under 
$6.00. Send $3.00. Fi remark , 91 Melrose Ave. Warwick, RI 
02889. 

MAN UALS, military small arms, assault rifles, sub· 
machine guns, self-defense and other related subjects . 
Free Catalog : Manhouse, P.O. Box 35203L, Phoenix , AZ 
85069. 

EX-MARINE seeks employment with mercenary unit; 
AEGON. trained vet. Jim Keysacker, 4025 N. 40th St. , No. 
25, Phoenix, AZ 85018. 

ASSAULT SWIVEL: For 870 Rem. folding stock. Mounts 
through the stock hinge pin . Specify Q.D. stud or 1" or 
1 V•" swivel. $8.95 postpaid from COBRA DEFENSE AC· 
CESSOR I ES LTD., Box 30035, Midwest City , OK 73110. 
Complete catalog , $2.00. (34) 

ON SHORT TERM CONTRACT. Goes anywhere, does 
anything. P.O. Box 41051 , Chicago, IL 60641 . 

SURVIVE!!! Prepare for emergencies. Our survival food 
pack supplies 60 nutritionally balanced high quality 
meals. Lightwe ight and compact, complete with water 
purification unit. Long storage life. For informative 
brochure and pricing information send S.A.S.E. to: Food 
Pack, Box 15303, Austin, TX 78761 . 

HEAVY DUTY CASES, great for carrying electronic or 
camping equipment, dimensions 33" wide, 30" long , 13" 
high. They have a pressure release valve for high altitude 
transport, a humidity gauge for inside temperature con· 
trols . . . stackables. Original cost over $200.00. Selling 
price, $86.00 each, plus shipping - R.D. Valera, 6 Tre· 
mont St., Salem, MA 01970. 

UNUSUAL AN D USUAL telephone devices, accessories, 
and electronic equipment. Catalog $1.00, refundable 
with order to: Phoenix, Dept. SOF, 822 West Newport , 
Chicago, IL 60657. (35) 

MISSING: Anyone knowing the whereabouts of CAROL 
RENEGAR (formerly of Charlotte , N.C.) contact 
Housman, 119 Enterprise Dr. , Gretna, LA 70053. 

MAIL ORDER MAYHEM! The one and only source direc· 
tory for the unusual: Fireworks, fake l.D. , weapons, 
lockpicks, more! $6.00 or 25¢ (pre 1964 si lver). J.B.S. 
Enterprises, P.O. Box 35415-SF, Minneapolis, MN 55435. 
(34) 

EXPLOSIVES, MINES, etc .... Ex-demolitions expert 
shows you step by step how to manufacture them. TNT, 
nitro, tetryl , fulminates, etc .... Catalog of explosive for
mulas. $10 bill to: R.M. Staples , 7771 , RD. 7, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360. 

PLACEMENT MERCENARY AN D BODYGUARD: Fu ll de· 
tai ls send $2.00. Justice International, 6395 Lill ie River, 
T.P. 130, Alexandria, VA 22312. (34) 

BAIL BONDS - Seeking aggressive individuals to learn 
to work bonds from home. Details $2.00. ADVANCE 
BONDS, p.0 . Bqx 8066, Pensacola, FL 32505. 

20th SPECIAL FORCES COINS $6.00. Need coin for your 
unit? Write us. Phillips Mi litary, West Monticello Street, 
Brookhaven, MS 39601 . 

WANTED: British Military Webley Revolver that breaks at 
the top, holster, ammunition, good firing condition. 
Please reply Humphrevs, 5100 Poplar, Suite 2219, Clark 
Tower, Memphis, TN 38137. 

OFFICIAL CJ.A. Southern Rhodesia map. Railroads, air
fields, highways, rivers, industries, gold mines, etc .! Col· 
or. Airmailed , plain wrapper, $5. At lantic·S, Box 12627, 
Charleston, SC 29412. 

FALLOUT SHELTER - How safe are you? New book 
gives information on building your own. $3.95. Graphic 
Concepts, P.O. Box 33357, Northglenn, CO 80233. 

MERCENARY FOR HIRE - seeking dirty work any· 
where. Valid passport. Military trained In Special Force 
tactics. Explosives , scuba, locksmith, pilot , and other 
talents . Serious inquires. Write Mike, P.O. Box 582, 
Marion, SC 29571 , U.S.A. 

VIETN AM VETERAN S - Newsletter/book list/book· 
store. Write· for details , Box 122, Collinsvile, CT 06022. 
(34) 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL BOOK by Duncan Long, 1980 
edition . .. everything you must know. Money back 
guarantee . .. $6.99 . .. postpaid. Long Survival Publica· 
tlons , 163·F7, Wamego, KS 66547. 

DEATH DEALING: THE SECRETS OF KILLING. Only 
$3.00. J. Blankenship, 3538 Suniland Drive, Salt LakeCi· 
ty, UT 84109. 

CHANGE IDENTITY, obtain authentic alternate l.D., 
disappear, create new past, with the books; " New Paper 
Trip I" $15.00, "New Paper Trip II " $17.50, " How Drivers 
Licenses Are Made With the Polaroid Camera" $8.50, 
"100 Ways To Disappear and Live Free" $2.50, "The 
Criminal Use of False Identification" $4.50, "Black Bag· 
False Face" $6.75·, " Privacy" $14.75. Catalog $1 .00. 
Money order or credit card only. SURVIVAL BOOKS, 
111 06 Magnolia Blvd., North Hollywood, CA 91601 , (213) 
763-0804. In store or by mail. 

SEE IN THE DARK. 1st & 2nd generation "Night Viewing 
Devices" (N .V.D.'s) avai lable. Brochures showing prices 
& availability of N.V.D.'s along w/booklet of instructions 
describing the use & theory of light amplification. Send 
$5.00 cash or money order to: Satellite Enterprises , Inc., 
P.O. Box 2207, St. Augustine, FL 32084. 

'REMEMBER RHODESIA" label-size stickers. 10 for $1 . 
100 or more 8¢ each. Will we be next? WHITE OAK, Dept. 
SOF·3, P.O. Box 7095, Montgomery, AL 36107. (Checks 
to J.G. DeWitt, treasurer.) 

GAS/GERM WARFARE SU RVIVAL book by Duncan Long 
. .. straightforward facts protect your family from these 
dangefous weapons ... Moneyback guarantee . '. . $6.98 
. .. postpaid. Long Survival Publications, 163·S6, 
Wamego, KS 6654 7. 

FREt: DETAILS. Dead ly fighting skills , powerful 
muscles, mind-body power secrets. Freelife, Box 1124, 
Garden Grove, CA 92642. (34) 

NEED AN INVESTOR? 1980 directory lists 114 com· 
panies searching for high - ~isk projects to invest in. Send 
$3.00 to: East-West Services, 1717 N. Highland Ave., 
Suite 701, (SF7), Hollywood, CA 90028. 

SHELTER/REFUG E DEFEN SE BOOK . .. strategies, 
plans, to protect you when your world goes crazy. Money 
back guarantee . .. $6.97 . . . postpaid. Long Survival 
Publications, 13·S6, Wamgo, KS 66547. 

CONVERT M1 CARBINE TO M2 (Selective fi re); AR·15 to 
M16. No machining. Detai ls $7.50. Catalog of interest· 
ing/unusual publications/equipment $1 (refundable). 
CDS, Box 3897S·S, Daytona Beach, FL 32018. (35) 

COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY FOR TACTICAL OPERA· 
TIONS. Defeat communications survei llance with U.S. 
Army Signal Security measures. Cryptography, t ransmis· 
sion and traffic security for all communication mediums: 
wire, wire less, port , or courier, fi xed or mobile. Details: 
TAC·COM, Dept. 160, York , PA 17402. 

$ CASH $ Why is he paying $25.00 for your class ring? 
Because it's worth $60.00. Learn how to appraise your 
own GOLD & SILVER. Learn how the experts make big 
money at your expense. Get your share of the gold 
boom. For a l imited t ime I'm offering you the chance to 
learn the secrets of the gold & silver experts . Send $5.00 
for the facts to: W.E. Hanson, Director of Finance, P.O. 
Box 71, Dept. S, LaJunta, CO 81050. 

EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL needed in Security Opera· 
tlons and Weapons Training. For potential placement , 
only sincere , high ly motivated people need apply. For 
additional information send $1 .00 to Associates lnterna· 
tional , P.O. Box 2000, Corona Del Mar, CA 92625. 

281 ACRE SURVIVAL CAMP: Secluded ret reat in south 
central Utah, surrounded by BLM land, pri vate road , year 
round river, springs, irrigation syst em for 70 acre 
meadow, cabins , plus 15 framed teepee platforms, Na· 
tural boundary of rock and high elevation make this for
tress perfect for training exercises and self-sufficiency. 
Assumable 1st of $100,000.00. Asking price $300,000.00. 
Agent Anne Kurth, 5550 Topanga Canyon Rd. , Woodland 
Hi l ls , CA 92367. 

REMAILING SERVICE: Regular envelopes, $1 . Other 
sizes and packages, $1 plus postage. Remail Service , 
P.O. Box 19026, Denver, CO 80219. 

"SHOOTERS" Make - Sel l collapsible trl-pod target 
stands 21 " x48" high. Usually cost less than $1 .00. II· 
lustrated instructions, $3.00. Larry Fields, Route 1, 
Adamsville, TN 38310. 
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COMBAT AND IPSC SHOOTERS! Jones Extended Mag
azine release for Coit 45 autos. Fast release of 
magazine! Large, checkered , stainless button. Easily In
stalled. Detachable. Instructions included. Pat. Pending. 
$19.95. Send for free price list of ai l accessories . N.Y. 
residents 7% tax. Jim 's· Fl ye Shoppe, R.D. No. 1, 
Fredonia, NY 14063. 

EX-MARINE with 80 acre ridgetop in N-Calif. looking for 
other ex-military types wi ll ing to invest their time and 
money to establish a stronghold against future bad 
times . Send SASE and info about yourself to: Tom, box 
B35, Calpella, CA 95418. 

COMBAT MERCENARY SURVIVAL TRAINING - "Men
tal Training of a Warrior" stresses psychological 
awareness principles to develop close combat arts, In
visibility, stalking , strik ing. 225 + pages, 200 + 
photog raphs teaching these ancient oriental war 
secrets. $12.95 plus $1 .95 postage, handling. $1 .00 SASE 
for further details . Warrior Publication, Combat Dept ., 
2511 N. 31st ., Boise, ID 83703. (38) 

SURVIVAL FOOD. 1800 calories/day> 60 day sup
ply-$120. Full year supply under 75¢ per meal. 
Nutritious, lasts to 15 years. Great for camping, 
backpacking too. Money back guarantee. For details 
write: Survival First Assoc iates , Dept . SOF, P.O. Box 
67A50, Los Angeles , CA 90067. 

ASSASSINATION IN OUR TIME, a pictorial review of 
political violence in our century. Only $9.95 from 
Killzone, Box 513, Warrensburg , MO 64093. Send $1.00 
for our 1980 catalog and receive a 10% discount cer
ti fi cate. 

SURVIVAL FIRST ASSOCIATES - U.S. government 
surp lus. Used Alice pack wi th frame complete $49.95. 
M65 Field Jackets $31.95. Jungle fat igue pants, $15.95. 
Giant inventory of G.I. cloth ing and equipment available. 
Catalog $2.00 (free with $5.00 order). Immediate ship
ment. Money back guarantee. Survival First Associates, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 67 A50. Los Angeles, CA 90067. 

BADGES CUSTOM MADE, $16-30, catalog $1, E&H, Box 
19756, Las Vegas, NV 89119. (35) 

RHODESIAN ARMY POSTERS, camo, boots, BSAP 
items, and more. For list send long SASE. Kopje, 3105-A, · 
Colonial Way , Chamblee, GA 30341 . 

HAVE FAST SMALL SINGLE ENGINE AIRPLANE. Wil l 
fly anything for you. Contact R.M.T., 1331 E. Footh ill , No. 
4, Upland, CA 91786. (34) 

SEEKING ADVENTURE and new type of seafaring 
employment? Offshore Crewman 's Newsletter - de
scribes access to entry and licensed jobs aboard Loui
siana's fast-growing global oil service fleet. Hiring prac
tices, wages, benefits , training. $3.00 (m.o.). Offshore 
Research Service, Box 2606NSUF3, Thibodaux, LA 
70301. 

ATIENT/ON TEAMS, squads, Special Forces, short run 
custom belt buckles with your logo, my specialty. Solid 
sandcast silicon bronze. All hand finished. Brochure 
available. Buckles By Mike, 1225 Manzanita, Dept. SOF, 
Los Angeles , CA 90029. (35) 

EX·MARINE LIEUTENANT, infantry platoon leader, Viet
nam combat veteran, parachutist, wants hazardous em· 
ployment overseas or executive protection. Call Don 
(913) 462-6065. (34) 

AIRBORNE TIE - Silk, silver colored parachutist wing s, 
machine embroidered in diagonal pattern on maroon 
polyester, 3" wide tie. $10 postpaid . Made in U.S.A. 
Charl es Shannon, P.O. Box 2071 , Rivervil!w, Ml 48192. 
(34) 

COMBAT SHOOTING IN southern Wisconsin . Contact 
W.H. Steigerwald!, c/o Cast le Rock Shoots Supply, 2227 
Parmenter, Middleton, WI 53562. (608) 831-4545. 

LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: professional, proven se
crets . .. track them down yourself ... cheaply, easily !! ! 
Moneyback guarantee .. . $4.99 .. . postpaid. Long Sur
vival Publications, 163-Y7, Wamego, KS 66547. 

COURIER, escort , and delivery function s provided. An 
envelope or a truckload. We can go anywhere. Capt. T. 
Louis, P.O. Box 45623, Houston, TX 77045. (35) 

COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS, alternate iden
tities, name changes , etc. Law enforcement type ID 
cards, badges, accessories. List $1 (refundable). C.W.L., 
Box 3230, Pasadena, CA 911 03 .. (36) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $1.00 for illustrated poli ce 
catalog . B-PEC, Dept. SF380, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, 
CA 90706. (42) 

BOOKS ON THE CONFLICT in Southeast Asia and Vi et
nam. Batt les, people, armies and construction. Only 
$2.00 for the list of 27 books available. Elite Book Store, 
3700 28th St ., Lot 182, Sioux City, IA 511 05. 

FIRECRACKERS, GUNS, BLASTING from common ma
terials: facts $2. " Professional Homemade Salutes", $4. 
Both $5. A. Sanford , Box 4175F, Colesvi ll e, Md 20904. 
(36) 

PRAY FOR WAR ... White on black T-sh irt , S,M,L,XL ... 
$5.95. DM Enterprises, Box 54, Seal Beach, CA 90740. 
(35) 
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'Ace in the Hole' 
THE BUCKLE WITH AN EDGE 

Only$26.95 

A CAM Ill Pn~du t· 1 

Whi le wearing your A ce in the Hole you 'll 
a i w ays have an ed ge - you· JI never b e 
vulnerable! It ' s a perfect surviva l tool. 

With th e blades closed your A ce in the Hole 
l ooks like any sty lish belt bu ckl e . Bu t 
concealed behind the polished stainl ess steel 
fa ce w ith a r eal ros ewood in lay . three 
inconspicuous survival tools are ready for your 
immediate use. Constructed for a lifet ime of 
ru gged use , these blades are fa shioned from 
high carbon 440-C stain res istant stee l. Your 
A ce in th e Hole provides four sur vival tools - a 
2 1/ 2 inch kni fe blade, a can opener. a bottle 
opener and a sc rew driver. 

You never know when you'll need an edge, so 
order your A ce i11 the Hole today ! 

Se nd $26.95 . plus $1.50 postage and handling 
to: 

Erinsons Knives 
Dept. SOF-1 
Post Office Box 9874 
North Hollywood, CA 91609 

California res idents add six percent sa les tax 

The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

If police work sounds excit ing. _if 
crime prevention, helping others, 

and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 

Sciences Institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 

, ! ~men in resident police' academ ie~. 

·tr: -Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
Do it . .. Guide You Every Step of the Way ! 

1 g7.~~zt ~~~1~ p\~P ~~.7(~~1 ,/ ~~l ;1~,~-~~d\1.~~~~~~~1.0~11'.~';; 
and photos. Yo u rece ive m at er ials .-ind inst ru -

,,,,._,. __ __, mcn1s you need to ac tua ll y lcmn by doin !? 
as you iollow sim ple 1nst ruc1 io ns. You 'll 
learn everything fro m patrol procedu res. 

cr iminal invest igut ion techniques - fini;.cr
pr int s. photography. ~~n hering. C\'idcnce 
- to t r1.1ffic cont rol , ~1ccident invest iga
tio n , crowd contro l an tl m :iking ;urests. 

CRIME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHY You receive .J. 
ca mera. f il m. fl ash bu lbs. ba tteries. 
FIN GERPR I NTING FIELD KIT Inc ludes pow- ' w 

I 
de r . brushes. fi nge rprint s l rips, 
sensitizing pad to l if t laten t 

!iJ ~~?6~~~~5COLLECT I ON KIT -n lnc lu.des sampling pipette. col
!""jl lection bottles and baqs, slides 

.. _'ff and trai n ing mi croscope . :". -~-'II 

' Plus Traffic Investigation Field Kit , Drug 
Enfnrcement Fact Bonk, Illustrated . 
Policemen 's Glossary. , 

Mail Coupon Today for FREE FACTS-~ r--- --------• cNro 
Police Sciences Institute, Depl.RS070 -~' . 

I 4401 Birch Street, Newport Beach , CA 92660 ' 
I Please rush free fac ts !hat tell how I can learn 

Pol ice Sc iences at home for only a few dol lars I a mon th . No ob liga ti on. no sa lesman will call. 

I NAME--~-- AGE __ , 

I ADDRESS_ - -- - I 
Lc~-~--..::-;;;;;;;-..::._:r~~z~J 

IF YOU THINK THAT ALL BB GUNS ARE 
THE SAME 
TRY THE 

M 19-A™ 
BB SUBMACHINE GUN· 

LIMITED 

FREE 

OFFER 
The M19-A™ is like no other BB gun . 

It's fully automatic in operation . Each I • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
time you pull the spring-activated trig-
ger, a burst of BB's streams out toward I LARC INT., 
the target . . . making a miss a h ighly I P -~- ~ox 34.0007, Dept . SF7 
unlikely proposition. M1am1, Florida 33134 

Shooting power is provided by com- I ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Coupon is 
pressed air or convenient one-pound I your malling label ; please type or pri nt 
cans of freon (available at hardware clearly In Ink. Mall with check or money 
£auto stores). Short on the pocketbook I order for $36 (includes shipping handling 
and long on performance , the M19-N"' I and postage). Please allow ma~lmum six 
has a patented smooth-flow feed sys- weeks' delivery. AGE TESTIMONY MUST 
tern that spits those BB's out .at an I BE SIGNED. Vold where prohibited by law. 
average c y c li c rate of 3 ,000 per minute ! I -

But don 't le t that amazing perfor- I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 OR OLDER. 

mance scare you . The M19 - A™I (Signed)'---------------
is a very specialized fun gun that I Pleaee aend to : (type pr print) 
brings the excitement of submachine 

STREET: 

gun plinking down to a safe and legal I NAME: 
l*F>VF!i . .. right in your own backyard . I 

LIMITED TIME OFFER : With your l CITY:--------- ----
M19-AT" you'll receive, absolutely free , I 
a Stingr"' speed holster for folding STA TE: ZIP----

knives (regularly $5.95). DEPT. 
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MERC: AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE 

~~~\ JAY MALLIN 
and ROBERT K. BROWN 

An eye-opening account of the llves, 
ideals, and adventures of today's 
soldiers of fortune. 
Many of them were trained as Special Forces in Vietnam. Few 
of th em do it for the money. They ' re idealists, romantics, 
dyed-in-the-wool adventurers. They fight in Africa, South 
America , the Far East - wherever their expertise, experience, 
and courage have a value. These are today's "meres," and 
now a fo rmer Time correspondent and a Vietnam veter
an/ adventurer-turned-publ isher profile these men - man y of 
whom they have known personally - and th e danger-fraught 
world they inhabit. Rogues and heros, soldiers and CIA agents 
- they all share a lust for adventure that drives them to danger 
and often, earl y death . 
JAY MALLIN is a former Time correspondent and author of 
seven books on unconventional warfare and terrorism . 
ROBERT K. BROWN was a Special Forces team leader in 
Vietnam ; he is presently the editor/ publisher of the controver
sial m agaz ine Soldier of Fortune.$l

4 95 Published by MacMillan • 
Hardcover 

Numerous black & white and color photographs Each copy of MERC will be autographed by Robert K. Brown 

NOW! NOW! NOW! 

I f not sa tisfied , ret urn book s in 10 days for full retu rn of your money. 

COMING SOON FROM PHOENIX 

MERCENARY LEADERS 
GUIDE. Vol. I 

SOF MILITARY 
CAPT. JOHN 

EDITOR 
EARLY 

This is it ; the book you have been waiting for! 
There has never been a comprehensive field manual for Mere operations until 
now . Capt. John Early, who has been a professional soldier fo r more than 15 
years both in the uniformed conventional services and under contract, has writ
ten a reference work for the mercenary combat leader, giving pertinent data for 
organizing and leading troops in the field. 
This book is a collection of current military techniques practiced by elite air
borne commando unit s around the world and techniques Capt. Early developed 
and used successfully on the battlefields of Southeast Asia and Africa. 
A reference manual for those who are already combat leaders, and a how-to 
manual fo r those who want to lead, it's a must for any combat library . 
Is it worth the price? How much is a successful operation worth? $7 • 95 

JULY/80 

YES! Rush Me The Following: 

D Copies of Mere: American 
Soldiers of Fortune .. . . . .. $14.94 ea. 

D Copies of Mercenary 
Leaders Guide, Vol. I. .... $ 7 .95 ea 

Colorado residents add 30fo sales tax 

PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 
Dept. SF-4 Box 693 

Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Add SI.00 shipping charges per order. 

Overseas orders, surface S2.00 airmail S7 .00. 
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FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 1173 BOULDER, COLORADO 80302 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 
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BOULDER 
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NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
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IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

BUSHMEN 
~IONTAGNARDS 
Of SOUTH AFRICA 

Can 't find SOF at a convenient news· 
stand? Perhaps SOF has so ld ou /. Or your 
local dealer d oesn 't have the guts to carry 
it. You can solve th is problem by 
subscribing now to SOF 

DAVE YOUR OWN COPY OF 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE! 

Don't depend on someone else to get you the magazine of pr.ores
sional adventurers. Don't wait to receive the latest n·ews .011 

mercenaries, automatic weapons, combat pistolcraft, kniv.es and 
knife-fighting, self-defense and clandestine operations. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
YES! I want to join the 
where the action is. 
ADDED POSTAGE: 
$14.00-Domestic 1st Class 
$24.00 Air-Europe 

Latin America 
$ 6.00 Air-Canada, Mexico 
$30.00 Air-Other Countries 
Add $ 5.00-for all Foreign sur· 

face mail except 
Canada & Mexico. 

0 PAYMENT ENCLOSED 

Professionals and find :out 

0 Send me 12 issues (full year~ 
of SOF for the low slibscrip
tion price of $20 - I save -$7.i!JO 
over newstand. (Ne.wst and 
price of SOF is now $2-"25 !Per 
issue.) 

NAME (PRINT) SOF 33 
0 BILL ME (Not valid 10~ l-0r· 

eign subscription~) 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
ADDRESS 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I i J 1 
CITY I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I STATE DJ ZIP I I I I i 
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POSTAGE AND HANDLING CHARGES - All books are malled separately. 1st Class Includes Air Mail. We advise Parcel Post within North America, and 1st Class for foreign 
orders. To order, list books or books desired and calculate the postage according to the figures here. State clearly whether you want 1st Class or Parcel Post. Don't forget your 
return address! 

For MERCENARY'S MANUAL PART ONE, THE BLOODY CONGO, and GRENADES! 
Parcel Post Inside North America~ - outside North Amerlca$1.00 
First Class Inside North Amerlca$1.00- outside North Amerlca$1 .80 

For COMBAT: HOUSE-TO-HOUSE or MERCENARY'S MANUAL PART TWO 
Parcel Post anywhere $1 .00 
First Class inside North America $1 .60 - outside North America $3.00 

We now accept Chargex, Bank Amerlcard, Visa and MasterCharge. To order include your card number (including the four digits below your name on MasterCharge) expiration 
date and signature on separate paper. OR, you can phone your charge card order to 416-661-5344 during business hours. Sorry, no COD's. 

Send to: UNIT NINE, 1110 FINCH AVENUE WEST, DOWNSVIEW, ONTARIO, CANADA M3J 2T2 
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